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Treasury  Department, 

United  States  Coast  Guard, 

Washington ,  D.  C .,  August  10,  1916. 

Sir:  As  required  by  section  5  of  the  act  of  January  28,  1915,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  Coast  Guard  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  and  of  the 
expenditures  of  moneys  appropriated  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Coast  Guard  for  that  period. 

Respectfully, 

E.  P.  Bertholf, 

Captain  Commandant . 

Hon.  W.  G.  McAdoo, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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ADMINISTRATION. 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Hon.  William  G.  McAdoo. 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Hon.  Byron  Pv.  Newton. 

Capt.  Commandant,  Ellsworth  P.  Bertholf. 

Mr.  Oliver  M.  Maxam,  chief  of  division  of  operations. 

Mr.  Henry  L.  Gosling,  assistant  chief  of  division  of  operations. 

Mr.  George  Id.  Slaybaugh,  chief  of  division  of  materiel. 

Mr.  Kendall  J.  Minot,  assistant  chief  of  division  of  materiel. 

Senior  Capt.  Howard  Emery,  superintendent  of  construction  and  repair. 
Engineer  in  Chief  Charles  A.  McAllister,  engineer  in  chief. 

Senior  Capt.  Daniel  P.  Foley,  inspector. 
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OPERATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

COAST  GUARD 


1916 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD. 


SUMMARY. 


Lives  saved  or  persons  rescued  from  peril .  1,  216 

Persons  on  board  vessels  assisted . . .  15,  742 

Persons  in  distress  cared  for .  483 

Vessels  boarded  and  papers  examined .  30,  510 

Vessels  seized  or  reported  for  violation  of  law .  615 

Fines  and  penalties  incurred  by  vessels  reported .  $251,  820 

Regattas  and  marine  parades  patrolled,  in  accordance  with  law .  36 

Instances  of  lives  saved  and  vessels  assisted .  1,  453 

Instances  of  miscellaneous  assistance .  2,  021 

Derelicts  and  obstructions  to  navigation  removed  or  destroyed .  30 

Value  of  vessels  assisted  (including  cargoes) .  $10,  509,  655 

Value  of  derelicts  recovered  and  delivered  to  owners .  $128,  900 

Appropriations  for  1916,  including  repairs  to  cutters  and  stations . $5,  418,  641.  06 

Net  expenditure  for  maintenance  of  the  service,  including  repairs  to 

cutters  and  stations .  $5,  215,  711.  34 

Estimated  unexpended  balance .  $202,  929.  72 


Through  the  agency  of  the  Coast  Guard  cutters  and  stations  the 
lives  of  1,216  persons  were  actually  saved  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1916.  There  were  1,453  instances  of  service  involving  the 
saving  of  life  or  the  salving  of  property  imperiled.  Assistance  was 
given  in  various  ways  to  15,742  persons  on  board  vessels.  It  can  not, 
of  course,  be  stated  or  even  estimated  what  proportion  of  the  latter 
number  would  have  lost  their  lives  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  aid 
rendered  by  the  Coast  Guard,  but  it  is  reasonable  to  assume,  con¬ 
sidering  the  attendant  circumstances  in  many  of  the  instances,  that 
the  loss  of  life  would  have  been  considerably  augmented. 

The  total  appraised  value  of  property  saved  from  immediate  jeop¬ 
ardy  was  $10,638,555.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the  service  for  the 
year  was  $5,215,711.34. 

The  foregoing  tabular  statement,  in  the  main,  summarizes  the 
principal  activities  of  the  Coast  Guard  for  the  year  mentioned.  A 
small  decrease  in  the  number  of  lives  and  value  of  property  saved  is 
noted  as  compared  with  the  results  of  the  preceding  year.  This  may 
be  accounted  for,  in  a  measure,  by  the  fact  that  many  steam  and 
sailing  vessels  hitherto  engaged  in  coastwise  trade,  exclusively  have 
been  diverted  to  the  uses  of  off-shore  and  foreign  commerce  to  meet 
present  shipping  conditions.  It  is  possible,  also,  that  the  diminution 
in  the  number  of  foreign  ships  may  have  contributed  to  the  falling 
off  of  these  figures. 

All  cases  of  assistance  not  involving  the  direct  saving  of  life  or  of 
property  which  is  capable  of  appraisement  are  classified,  as  formerly, 
under  the  heading  of  “Miscellaneous  assistance.”  During  the  year 
just  closed  there  were  2,021  such  instances,  as  compared  with  556  in 
the  preceding  fiscal  year.  The  assistance  rendered  in  cases  of  this 
kind  embraces  a  multitude  of  extremely  useful  and  beneficent  offices 
inuring  to  the  public  good,  and  emphasizes  the  many-sided  character 
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of  the  Coast  Guard.  Without  enumerating  in  extenso  the  various 
items  of  service  thus  rendered,  the  following  may  be  mentioned: 
Warnings  to  179  vessels  running  into  danger;  assisting  at  93  fires  in 
buildings,  at  wharves,  and  other  structures  bordering  on  the  shore 
line;  recovering  734  bodies  of  persons  who  met  death  by  drowning; 
administering  first  aid  to  the  sick  and  injured;  piloting  vessels  into  safe 
places;  restoring  lost  children  to  their  parents;  assisting  in  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  public  order;  apprehending  criminals;  recovering  stolen 
property  and  restoring  it  to  the  rightful  owners;  furnishing  food, 
water,  and  fuel  to  vessels;  succoring  the  shipwrecked;  protecting 
wrecked  property;  furnishing  transportation  and  assistance  to 
officials  of  other  branches  of  the  public  service.  During  the  year  29 
derelicts  constituting  serious  menaces,  to  navigation  were  either 
destroyed  or  otherwise  removed  from  the  paths  of  commerce  by  the 
cutters. 

The  equipment  of  the  Coast  Guard  includes  23  cruising  cutters,  24 
harbor  cutters,  and  279  stations. 

Detailed  accounts  of  11  Assistance  rendered”  are  set  forth  in  the 
tabular  form  on  pages  115  to  182,  and  of  “Miscellaneous  assistance” 
on  pages  182  to  249. 

Marine  casualties  do  not  always  result  from  storms  or  other  severe 
weather  conditions,  although,  to  be  sure,  the  most  disastrous  acci¬ 
dents  on  the  water  are  chargeable  to  such  conditions.  A  very  large 
number  of  accidents  and  mishaps  to  motor  boats,  following  the  enor¬ 
mous  increase  of  such  craft,  used  both  for  business  and  pleasure, 
occur  in  good  weather,  through  faulty  handling  by  inexperienced 
operators,  derangement  of  machinery,  exhaustion  of  fuel,  and  various 
other  causes.  As  a  consequence,  the  cutters  and  stations  of  the  Coast 
Guard  are  called  upon  to  exercise  as  great  vigilance  over  this  class  of 
marine  traffic  in  good  weather  as  in  bad  weather.  It  will  be  observed 
in  the  chronological  tabulation  of  the  items  of  assistance  rendered 
that  during  the  entire  year  there  were  but  three  days  when  the  Coast 
Guard  was  not  actively  engaged  in  some  form  of  public  benefaction. 
The  daily  average  number  of  cases  for  the  year  involving  rescue  work 
was  approximately  10,  while  the  maximum  number  for  anyone  day  was 
77.  These  results  emphasize  the  great  importance  of  keeping  the  cut¬ 
ters  and  stations  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency  and  readiness,  in  order 
that  they  may  promptly  and  adequately  at  all  times  meet  the  calls  for 
assistance  coming  from  the  various  sources  of  need.  Marine  casual¬ 
ties,  like  all  other  accidents,  do  not  happen  in  pursuance  of  any  plan, 
nor  always  at  times  when  conditions  are  favorable  for  affording 
measures  of  relief,  but  like  their  counterparts  on  land,  they  must  be 
met  with  quickness  and  dispatch,  no  matter  what  the  hour,  day  or 
night,  how  difficult  the  undertaking,  or  under  what  circumstances. 
The  service  is  essentially  an  emergent  one,  the  prerequisite  of  which  is 
a  highly  efficient  and  responsive  organization. 

The  various  classifications  of  work  performed  by  the  Coast  Guard 
are  set  forth  in  fuller  detail  under  the  following  appropriate  headings. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  VESSELS  IN  DISTRESS. 

In  addition  to  the  patrols  constantly  maintained  during  the 
active  season  by  the  station  crews  along  the  shore  and  the  regular 
cruising  of  the  cutters  offshore,  the  latter  are  charged  with  special 
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watchfulness  and  activity  during  the  stormy  winter  months  on  the 
Atlantic  coast.  Early  in  the  fall  of  1915  the  following  letter  was 
sent  to  the  President: 


The  President, 

The  White  House. 


Treasury  Department, 

Washington ,  November  1,  1915. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  section  1536  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
United  States  provides  as  follows: 

“The  President  may,  when  the  necessities  of  the  service  permit  it,  cause  any 
suitable  number  of  public  vessels  adapted  to  the  purpose  to  cruise  upon  the  coast 
in  the  season  of  severe  weather  and  to  afford  such  aid  to  distressed  navigators  as  their 
circumstances  may  require;  and  such  public  vessels  shall  go  to  sea  fully  prepared 
to  render  such  assistance.” 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the  custom  has  been  to  designate 
such  vessels  of  the  Coast  Guard  as  are  stationed  upon  the  dangerous  coasts  of  the 
United  States  to  perform  special  winter  cruising. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  the  following-named  vessels  of  that  service  be  desig¬ 
nated  to  perform  the  duties  above  mentioned  during  the  coming  season:  Ossipee, 
Androscoggin ,  Gresham ,  Acushnet,  Mohawk ,  Seneca,  Onondaga ,  Apache,  Pamlico , 
Seminole ,  Itasca,  and  Ydmacraw. 

Respectfully, 

W.  G.  McAdoo,  Secretary. 

Approved : 

Woodrow  Wilson. 

(Nov.  3,  1915.) 


In  accordance  with  the  above  authority  the  cutters  named  were 
given  detailed  orders,  which  established  during  the  months  of 
December,  January,  February,  and  March  a  practically  continuous 
patrol  of  the  Atlantic  coast  from  Eastport,  Me.,  to  Cape  Canaveral, 
on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

The  orders  sent  to  each  of  these  winter-cruising  vessels  were  of 
the  same  tenor  as  the  following: 


Treasury  Department, 

Washington,  November  10,  1915. 

Commanding  Officer  Coast  Guard  Cutter  “Seminole,” 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Sir:  1.  The  President  having  designated  the  Seminole  to  cruise,  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  section  1536,  Revised  Statutes,  and  to  afford  such  aid  to  distressed  navi¬ 
gators  as  their  circumstances  may  require,  you  are  directed  to  put  your  command  in 
readiness  to  actively  perform  this  important  duty  from  December  1  next  until  April 
1,  1916. 

2.  In  order  that  you  may  be  able  to  extend  relief  to  the  crews  of  vessels  in  distress, 
the  Seminole  should  be  provided  with  provisions,  water,  and  fuel  in  such  quantities 
as  can  be  conveniently  stowed.  In  order  to  minimize  the  time  necessarily  taken 
during  winter  cruising  for  cleaning  boilers,  you  are  directed  to  have  any  boiler 
or  boilers  on  the  Seminole  which  have  been  under  steam  for  more  than  400  “boiler 
hours”  up  to  November  20  cleaned  in  advance  of  the  limitation  placed  on  this  mat¬ 
ter  by  article  395  of  the  regulations.  After  December  1,  1915,  the  700-hour  schedule 
will  be  effective. 

3.  Having  duly  prepared  your  command  for  the  work  contemplated  by  these 
orders,  you  are  directed  to  cover  a  cruising  district  extending  from  Cape  Hatteras  to 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  returning  to  Wilmington  only  when  want  of  fuel,  provisions,  or 
other  good  reasons  require,  keeping  at  all  times  a  vigilant  lookout  for  vessels  in  need 
of  assistance. 

4.  Your  attention  is  directed  to  articles  146-161,  inclusive,  of  the  regulations,  and 
it  is  expected  that  you  will  cover  your  cruising  district  in  the  most  effective  manner 
and  extend  such  aid  to  those  in  need  as  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  render.  Arrange¬ 
ments  will  be  made  with  the  superintendents  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  districts  for 
the  transmission  by  telegraph  or  otherwise  of  such  information  regarding  wrecks, 
vessels  in  distress,  etc.,  as  may  enable  you  the  more  expeditiously  to  carry  out  the 
intent  of  these  instructions. 
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5.  From  the  first  port  entered  after  having  rendered  assistance  of  any  kind  you 
will  submit  a  report  upon  the  usual  form,  giving  such  particulars  as  will  show  fully 
the  service  performed.  The  details  shall  be  made  clear  and  comprehensive. 

6.  You  will  be  careful  to  enforce  the  customs  and  navigation  laws  throughout  your 
cruising  district  by  causing  vessels  fallen  in  with  to  be  boarded  and  examined. 
Ample  boarding  lists  will  furnish  evidence  of  the  proper  performance  of  this  duty. 
You  will  confer  with  all  chief  officers  of  the  customs  at  such  ports  as  you  may  visit, 
with  a  view  to  the  correction  of  infractions  of  law,  and  keep  these  officers  informed, 
as  far  as  possible,  of  your  movements,  so  that  they  may  speedily  communicate  with 
you  at  all  times  relative  to  the  work  of  your  command  and  enable  you  to  execute 
any  particular  duty  with  certainty  and  dispatch. 

7.  The  movements  of  your  command  will  be  reported  to  headquarters,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  regulations  and  general  orders  upon  the  subject.  If  a  stay  in  port  or  at 
an  anchorage  is  of  24  hours’  duration  or  over,  this  fact  will  be  reported  at  once  to 
headquarters  by  mail  at  the  end  of  each  24-hour  period  in  port  or  at  anchor,  stating 
the  reasons  for  such  stay. 

8.  Should  you  gain  information  of  the  presence  of  derelicts  or  wrecks  within  your 
cruising  district  in  the  path  of  commerce,  whether  within  or  without  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  United  States,  you  will  act  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  set  forth 
in  department  General  Order  No.  24.  In  this  connection  your  attention  is  called  to 
article  148,  paragraph  6,  of  the  regulations. 

9.  You  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  keep  in  close  touch  with  vessels  of  the  service 
on  adjacent  stations  and  with  available  shore  stations,  by  means  of  the  radio  tele¬ 
graph,  to  the  end  that  you  may  take  prompt  advantage  of  such  means  in  the  effective 
discharge  of  your  duties. 

10.  You  will  inform  the  officers  of  your  command  that  no  leaves  of  absence  will  be 
granted  during  the  winter  cruising  period,  except  in  urgent  cases. 

11.  The  successful  accomplishment  of  the  objects  herein  indicated  will  require  on 
your  part  constant  and  energetic  direction  and,  therefore,  besides  attending  to  the 
usual  duties  of  your  station,  you  are  given  full  latitude  to  respond  in  all  cases  where 
you  may  be  useful  in  aiding  distressed  mariners  or  otherwise  in  the  performance  of 
your  duties.  It  is  expected  that  you  will  devote  your  time  and  best  energies  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  your  obligations  as  imposed  by  law  and  regulations  and  that  you 
will  leave  no  effort  untried  to  make  for  your  command  an  enviable  record.  Head¬ 
quarters  will  regard  with  interest  the  progress  of  your  work  and  will  be  gratified  to 
hear  of  any  special  or  important  service  rendered  by  your  command. 

12.  At  the  expiration  of  the  winter-cruising  period,  you  will  submit  a  detailed 
report  of  the  work  performed  by  your  command  from  December  1  to  April  1.  This 
report  will  embrace  only  the  performance  and  results  of  your  winter  cruising  and 
should  not  contain  recommendations  as  to  ship  or  personnel. 

Respectfully, 


E.  P.  Bertholf,  Captain  Commandant. 


The  work  of  the  Coast  Guard  is  always  interesting.  No  branch  of 
the  Federal  service  can  report  a  greater  diversity  of  activities,  and 
each  year  adds  to  the  constantly  growing  panoramic  stirring  events 
on  the  sea,  which  seemingly  are  endless  in  their  possibilities.  The 
scenes  of  rescue  work  include  the  vicinities  of  all  stations  and  the 
cruising  districts  of  the  cutters,  embracing  as  they  do  the  Atlantic 
and  Gulf  coasts  within  the  continental  limits  of  the  United  States, 
the  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes,  the  Pacific  coast,  including  Alaskan 
waters,  and  the  waters  surrounding  the  outlying  possessions  of 
Hawaii  and  Porto  Rico.  While  the  principal  features  of  each  instance 
of  work  performed  is  given  briefly  in  the  tabulated  statements,  the 
following  outlines  of  service  of  the  more  important  rescues  of  life  and 
property  during  the  past  fiscal  year  are  set  forth: 

Steamer  Eastland. — The  capsizing  of  the  steamer  Eastland  in  the 
Chicago  River,  in  the  early  morning  of  July  24,  1915,  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  823  lives.  About  2,500  persons  had  been  taken  on  board, 
preparatory  to  an  excursion  trip  to  Michigan  City,  Ind.  With  every¬ 
thing  in  readiness  to  cast  off,  the  after  mooring  lines  were  let  go, 
and  the  vessel,  which  it  appears  already  had  a  heavy  list  to  port, 
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rolled  over  and  sank.  As  she  rested  on  the  bottom,  less  than  20 
feet  from  her  dock,  considerable  of  her  starboard  side  remained 
above  water.  Had  the  water  been  deeper  the  toll  of  life  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  been  much  greater.  Most  of  those  who  were  drowned 
were  trapped  on  the  lower  deck,  which  was  inclosed,  while  many 
were  caught  between  the  railing  of  the  upper  deck  and  the  river  bed, 
as  the  steamer  lay  on  her  side.  Several  steamers  and  motor  boats 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  proceeded  to  pick  up  those  who  were  so 
fortunate  as  to  find  themselves  in  the  water  and  free  of  the  nearly 
submerged  craft.  In  this  work  they  were  aided  by  police  boats  anil 
fire  boats  that  came  later. 

Inside  of  10  minutes  after  receiving  news  of  the  disaster  the  old 
Chicago  Coast  Guard  crew  arrived  to  assist  in  the  work  of  rescue. 
The  keeper  and  his  men  at  once  boarded  the  vessel  and  lot  them¬ 
selves  down  through  the  air  vents  into  the  water  between  decks. 
Practically  all  .of  those  whom  they  found  still  alive  they  were  able  to 
pass  up  through  the  narrow  ports.  Several  of  the  imprisoned  ones 
were  too  stout  to  be  taken  out  through  the  only  exits  then  available, 
and  the  rescue  of  these  had  to  be  deferred  until  tools  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  with  which  to  cut  holes  through  the  deck.  The  rescue  of  the 
living  concluded,  the  station  crew  turned  their  attention  to  recover¬ 
ing  the  bodies  of  those  who  had  succumbed.  They  remained  at  this 
duty  for  10  hours  on  the  day  of  the  disaster  and  11  horns  the  day 
after,  and  the  results  of  their  efforts  were  84  lives  saved  and  585 
bodies  recovered.  Fifteen  additional  bodies  were  recovered  by  the 
crew  of  the  Jackson  Park  Coast  Guard  station,  which  arrived  on  the 
night  of  the  24th,  too  late  to  assist  the  living. 

Steamer  Henry  E.  Gillen  and  barge  Philip  D.  Armour.-— This  steamer 
and  coal-laden  barge,  en  route  from  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  to  Welland, 
Ontario,  got  into  difficulty  off  Presque  Isle  Light  shortly  before  mid¬ 
night  of  November  13,  1915,  resulting  in  the  total  loss  of  the  barge. 
It  appears  that  some  time  after  tug  and  barge  left  Ashtabula  the 
barge  began  to  leak  badly,  and  the  tug  in  trying  to  get  alongside  to 
render  assistance  fouled  the  towline  in  her  propeller.  Both  vessels 
were  thereby  rendered  helpless.  Each  let  go  an  anchor,  and  the  tug 
blew  her  whistle  for  help.  The  distress  signal  was  heard  at  the  Erie 
Coast  Guard  station,  10  miles  to  the  southeast,  and  the  lifeboat  was 
promptly  launched,  but  owing  to  the  state  of  the  sea  and  to  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  making  their  way  in  the  darkness  through  numerous  un¬ 
lighted  pound  fishnets,  the  crew  was  unable  to  reach  the  scene  until 
4  a.  m.  The  tug  was  not  in  sight.  Ten  men  were  on  the  barge  but 
only  three  wanted  to  leave,  and  these  were  taken  back  to  the  station. 
The  refusal  of  the  others  to  leave  the  barge  put  the  service  crew  to 
much  additional  labor,  for  the  lifeboat  had  scarcely  reached  the  sta¬ 
tion  when  a  message  was  received  that  the  barge  was  breaking  up. 
When  the  lifeboat  reached  the  scene  the  second  time  the  barge  had 
foundered.  Fortunately,  part  of  her  upper  works  still  remained 
above  water,  and  her  crew  had  found  temporary  safety  on  top  of 
her  pilot  house  and  in  her  rigging.  After  considerable  difficulty, 
owing  to  the  heavy  seas  and  the  wreckage  alongside,  the  remaining 
seven  persons  were  taken  off,  Returning  a  second  time  to  their  sta¬ 
tion,  the  rescuers  learned  that  the  tug  Gillen  had  gone  ashore  on 
Presque  Isle,  taking  bottom  150  feet  from  the  shore  line.  It  seems 
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that  on  finding  herself  helpless  with  the  line  in  her  propeller  the  tug 
had  dropped  her  anchor  only  to  have  it  drag  and  fail  to  hold. 
She  then  fell  off  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  where  she  rolled  so  deeply 
that  she  lost  her  lifeboat.  Fearing  she  would  capsize,  her  crew 
slipped  the  cable  and  allowed  the  tug  to  drift  ashore.  Haying  ascer¬ 
tained  by  telephone  that  the  rescue  of  the  tug’s  crew  could  be 
effected  to  best  advantage  with  the  breeches  buoy,  the  keeper 
took  his  apparatus  by  boat  to  Misery  Bay,  and  carried  it  thence  by 
wheelbarrow  abreast  of  the  stranded  vessel.  A  line  was  shot  to  the 
tug,  the  beach  apparatus  set  up,  and  the  crew  of  10  safely  landed  in 
the  breeches  buoy.  On  the  14th  the  cutter  Morrill ,  assisted  by  the 
Erie  station  crew  and  two  tugs,  pulled  the  Gillen  off,  and  under  con¬ 
voy  of  the  cutter  she  was  taken  into  Erie  Harbor  by  one  of  the  tugs. 

Schooner  Mineola. — On  November  25  word  reached  the  Gloucester 
Coast  Guard  station  that  this  schooner  was  in  distress  5  miles  from 
the  station,  the  vessel  being  out  of  sight  of  the  lookout.  The  station 
crew  promptly  launched  the  lifeboat  and  started  for  the  scene.  It 
appears  the  Mineola ,  bound  from  Bangor,  Me.,  to  Neponset,  Mass., 
with  a  cargo  of  lumber,  met  such  continuous  bad  weather  en  route 
down  the  coast  that  when  she  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  Gloucester 
station  she  had  been  a  month  on  her  voyage.  Laboring  in  a  gale  and 
heavy  sea,  on  the  25th,  the  schooner  began  to  leak,  and  with  the 
seas  breaking  over  her  soon  filled  with  water  beyond  the  capacity  of 
her  two  pumps  to  free  her.  When  the  lifeboat  from  the  Gloucester 
station  was  within  a  mile  of  the  Mineola  she  was  settling  by  the  stern, 
and  there  was  every  indication  that  the  cargo  alone  kept  her  from 
sinking.  After  much  difficulty  the  lifeboat  got  a  line  on  board  the 
schooner  and  she  was  finally  placed  safely  alongside  a  dock  at  Glouces¬ 
ter. 

Sloop  Flora  D.  Thompson. — On  the  evening  of  December  9,  1915, 
the  sloop  Flora  D.  Thompson ,  with  seven  persons  on  board,  anchored 
near  Seguin  Island  to  await  a  favorable  chance  to  get  into  the  Ken¬ 
nebec  River.  During  the  night  a  gale  rose  and  she  parted  her  cable 
and  was  swept  out  to  sea.  She  was  discovered  by  the  watch  of  the 
Hunniwells  Beach  station  at  daylight  of  the  10th,  by  which  time  she 
was  several  miles  offshore.  Though  she  showed  no  distress  signal, 
the  fact  that  she  was  so  far  from  the  land  aroused  apprehension.  A 
close  watch  was  kept  upon  her  movements  and  about  the  middle  of 
the  forenoon  the  keeper,  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  her  safety,  decided 
to  put  out  in  the  power  surfboat  and  overhaul  her.  On  the  way  out 
the  surfboat  passed  near  the  torpedo  boat  destroyer  Conyngham, 
which  was  undergoing  tests  in  the  locality.  Knowing  that  Ins  boat 
would  be  unable  to  tow  the  sloop  in  against  wind  and  sea,  the  keeper 
asked  the  captain  of  the  destroyer  to  perform  this  service  in  case  the 
sloop  was  found  disabled.  When  the  two  boats  reached  the  sloop, 
nearly  a  dozen  miles  offshore,  they  found  her  laboring  badly  with  a 
cookstove  overboard  for  a  sea  anchor.  The  destroyer  passed  her  a 
line  and  took  both  boats  in  tow.  All  went  well  until  they  neared 
Seguin  Island,  when  it  was  noticed  the  sloop  was  settling,  the  hard 
towing  against  the  choppy  sea  having  started  her  seams.  The  surf¬ 
boat  thereupon  ran  alongside  the  sloop  and  took  off  all  hands.  The 
four  women  and  children  of  the  party  were  placed  aboard  the  tug 
Cumberland,  which  appeared  upon  the  scene  at  this  juncture.  The 
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PLATE  III. 


AID  TO  VESSELS  IN  DISTRESS. 

Schooner  “  Irene  E.  Meservey”  rescued  by  the  “Ossipee.”  (See  p.  9.; 
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tug  also  relieved  the  .destroyer  of  her  task  of  towing  and  brought 
both  boats  to  the  station  wharf.  The  rescued  persons,  all  of  whom 
were  suffering  from  fright  and  exposure,  were  given  restorative  atten¬ 
tion  at  the  station. 

Schooner  Irene  E.  Messervey. — On  the  night  of  the  13th  of  December, 

1915,  an  unknown  vessel,  afterwards  found  to  be  the  schooner  named, 
was  discovered  by  the  patrol  of  the  Hunniwells  Beach  station  at 
anchor  in  a  dangerous  position  inside  Seguin  Island  (coast  of  Maine). 
A  close  watch  was  kept  upon  her  throughout  the  night.  Wind  and  sea 
having  risen  by  morning,  the  keeper  made  ready  boat  and  breeches 
buoy  gear  and  sent  a  radiogram  to  the  cutter  Ossipee.  Shortly  after 
dawn  the  schooner  set  her  ensign  union  down,  and  the  station  pro¬ 
posed  to  undertake  the  rescue  of  her  crew.  About  8  o’clock  the  tug 
Seguin  appeared  off  the  station  and  took  the  surfboat  in  tow  in  an 
attempt  to  get  out  over  the  bar  in  order  that  the  Coast  Guard  crew 
might  attempt  to  reach  the  schooner  from  the  outside,  but  the  state 
of  the  sea  compelled  her  to  turn  back.  At  9.50  a.  m.  the  Ossipee 
anchored  near  the  vessel.  As  the  sea  was  too  rough  for  lowering  a 
boat,  the  cutter  shot  a  line  over  her  and  sent  a  7-inch  hawser  on 
board.  With  everything  ready,  the  schooner  tried  to  slip  her  cable 
but  in  doing  so  the  hawser  chafed  and  parted.  At  noon,  the  sea 
having  moderated,  the  cutter  put  a  10-inch  line  on  board  the  schooner 
and,  after  considerable  difficulty,  took  her  in  tow.  She  was  taken  to 
Boothbay  Harbor,  where  surgical  aid  could  be  obtained  for  her  mas¬ 
ter,  who  had  been  severely  injured.  (See  special  report,  p.  108.) 

British  schooner  Mayflower. — On  December  26,  1915,  the  schooner 
Mayflower  was  sighted,  several  miles  northeast  of  the  Gloucester 
(Mass.)  station  flying  a  signal  of  distress.  The  station  crew  put  out 
to  her  in  their  lifeboat  and  found  her  with  sails  badly  torn  and  boom 
and  gaff  broken.  As  there  was  every  indication  of  approaching  bad 
weather  it  was  decided  to  try  to  get  the  vessel  into  Sandy  Bay.  The 
anchorage  in  view  was  attained,  and  the  lifeboat  was  returning  to  the 
station  when  a  heavy  gale  and  blinding  snowstorm  broke.  Some¬ 
time  later  in  the  day  word  came  from  the  Straitsmouth  station,  the 
next  station  to  the  northward,  that  the  schooner  was  dragging  and 
in  danger  of  being  swept  out  to  sea.  Going  in  search  of  the  vessel, 
the  boat  from  the  Gloucester  station  found  her  near  buoy  No.  3  with 
her  crew  in  the  rigging.  The  seas  were  so  high  that  the  lifeboat 
could  not  remain  long  near  the  schooner.  On  the  first  trip  in  along¬ 
side  of  her,  three  of  her  crew  were  taken  off.  Twice  more  the  boat 
circled  in  and  each  time  took  off  a  man,  completing  the  rescue. 
This  work  of  rescue  was  accomplished  within  a  short  distance  of  a 
rocky  shore  and  just  clear  of  a  ledge.  The  schooner  was  floated  next 
day  by  a  tug  and  taken  to  Gloucester. 

Steamer  Pere  Marquette  No.  19. — On  the  morning  of  January  17, 

1916,  this  steamer  (a  car  ferry)  left  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  for  Ludington, 
Mich.,  nearly  a  hundred  miles  distant,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
lake,  loaded  with  27  freight  cars.  She  carried  a  crew  of  38  men. 
There  was  also  a  stowaway  on  board.  Lake  Michigan  was  in  the  grip 
of  a  heavy  gale  and  snowstorm,  and  the  steamer  lost  her  bearings 
as  she  neared  the  Michigan  shore  late  in  the  evening  and  went  on 
the  beach  several  miles  north  of  Ludington.  News  of  the  stranding 
having  reached  the  Coast  Guard  stations  at  Ludington  and  Grande 
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Pointe  au  Sable,  a  crew,  made  up  of  men  from  each  station,  started 
to  the  scene  of  the  casualty.  They  set  out  with  their  beach  apparatus, 
but,  getting  stalled  in  a  snowdrift  on  the  way,  were  compelled  to 
abandon  cart  and  gear  and  return  for  their  surf  boat,  which  they  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  steamer  upon  a  sleigh.  The  surfboat  was  launched  at 
midnight  off  an  ice  bank,  through  a  heavy  surf,  and  in  the  face  of  a 
40-mile  gale  and  snowfall.  The  water  that  drove  into  the  boat  and 
over  the  oarsmen  froze  as  it  fell.  The  boat  drew  alongside  and 
hailed  the  vessel,  but  nobody  on  board  seemed  to  be  desirous  of 
being  taken  off.  After  much  shouting  back  and  forth  the  steamer’s 
crew  finally  threw  out  a  line,  but  the  station  crew  had  scarcely  laid 
hold  of  it  when  a  sea  swept  them  away  and  into  the  breakers  astern, 
where  their  boat  repeatedly-  filled.  There  being  little  chance  of 
effecting  a  rescue  in  the  prevailing  state  of  the  water,  the  service 
crew  returned  ashore.  They  stood  by  on  the  beach,  however,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  night  and  alb  of  the  following  day,  waiting  for  a 
signal  from  the  vessel  indicating  that  assistance  was  needed.  Toward 
evening  a  signal  was  displayed,  whereupon  the  surfboat  was  again 
launched,  and  this  time  16  persons  brought  ashore.  As  those  that 
still  remained  on  board  considered  themselves  safe  where  they  were, 
the  service  crew  proceeded  to  their  stations  for  much-needed  rest 
and  sleep.  Returning  to  the  steamer  the  next  morning,  they  landed 
12  more  persons.  The  11  remaining  persons  were  brought  ashore 
later  in  the  day.  On  January  25  and  26  the  Coast  Guard  crews  ran 
lines  for  wrecking  tugs  that  had  undertaken  to  release  the  steamer. 
She  was  floated  on  the  29th  and  towed  into  harbor. 

Schooner  N .  H.  Burrows . — On  February  14,  1916,  the  lookout  of 
the  Hog  Island  (Va.)  station  discovered  a  vessel  at  anchor  several 
miles  offshore.  The  sea  was  running  high  with  a  gale  from  the  north, 
and  the  vessel  appeared  to  be  laboring  badly,  but  nothing  could  be 
seen  on  board  that  would  indicate  that  she  was  in  trouble.  Shortly 
after  noon  the  schooner  set  a  signal  of  distress,  and  the  station  crew 
put  off  promptly  in  their  lifeboat.  It  appears  this  vessel,  bound  from 
Norfolk,  Va.,  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  with  a  cargo  of  coal  and  a  crew 
of  six,  ran  into  a  snowstorm  the  night  preceding,  lost  her  bearings, 
and  struck  on  Hog  Island  Shoals.  She  had  worked  off  the  shoals, 
however,  and  anchored  in  4  fathoms.  She  was  leaking  badly,  and 
her  sails  and  rigging  were  so  heavily  incrusted  with  ice  as  to  be  un¬ 
manageable.  As  the  seas  were  sweeping  over  the  schooner  the  Coast 
Guard  crew  could  do  nothing  but  take  off  the  imperiled  men,  leaving 
the  matter  of  saving  the  vessel  for  the  future.  It  being  out  of  the 
question  to  pull  in  alongside,  the  lifeboat  was  brought  as  close  under 
the  stern  of  the  schooner  as  possible,  and  her  crew  dropped  into  the 
lifeboat  from  the  spankerboom,  one  at  a  time.  All  hands  safely 
reached  shore,  but  with  boat  and  occupants  covered  with  ice.  The 
schooner  sunk  on  the  15th  and  became  a  total  loss. 

Steamer  Middlesex. — On  February  21,  1916,  the  Acushnet  received 
radio  advices  that  the  steamer  Middlesex  was  ashore  near  Cross  Rip 
Lightship,  a  dangerous  location.  The  cutter  proceeded  at  once  to 
the  disabled  vessel,  ran  a  9-inch  hawser  to  her  stern,  and  started 
pulling.  The  engine  of  the  steamer  was  backed  at  the  same  time. 
Through  these  combined  efforts  the  steamer  was  gradually  worked 
off  the  shoal,  and  was  afloat  by  11.10,  undamaged.  The  strong  tide 
and  wind  made  maneuvering  very  difficult.  As  the  thermometer 
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stood  at  7°  above  zero  the  hawser  became  so  rigid  from  freezing 
that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  handle  it.  The  steamer  and  her 
cargo  were  valued  at  $295,000,  and  there  were  30  persons  on  board. 

Steamer  Alamo. — On  March  23,  1916,  headquarters  received  tele¬ 
phonic  information  from  the  Mallory  Steamship  Co.,  of  New  York, 
that  their  steamer,  the  Alamo ,  had  lost  her  rudder  and  was  in  a  help¬ 
less  condition  somewhere  off  Cape  Hatteras.  Radio  instructions  were 
at  once  sent  the  cutter  Onondaga ,  which  proceeded  at  full  speed  from 
Old  Point,  Va.,  and  succeeded  in  locating  the  disabled  vessel  at  2.40 

E.  m.  the  following  day.  A  12-inch  line  was  run  from  the  cutter’s 
ow  to  the  Alamo’s  stern,  the  Onondaga  then  acting  as  a  rudder  to  the 
disabled  vessel.  In  this  manner  the  steamer  was  steered  all  the  way 
to  New  York,  where  she  was  turned  over  to  tugboats  at  the  entrance 
to  the  harbor.  The  steamer  and  her  cargo  were  valued  at  $325,000, 
and  there  were  84  persons  on  board  the  disabled  craft. 

Norwegian  Ship  Svaland. — On  March  24,  1916,  the  Seneca,  then 
at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  taking  on  supplies  for  international  ice 
patrol  duty,  intercepted  a  radio  call  for  assistance.  She  immediately 
put  to  sea,  and  after  a  two  days’  search  found  the  Swedish  steamer 
Mujilc  standing  by  the  Norwegian  ship  Svaland  in  latitude  41°  53' 
north,  longitude  57°  32'  west,  about  150  miles  east  of  Cape  Breton. 
It  appears  the  Svaland,  with  a  crew  of  25  men,  sailed  from  Liverpool 
for  New  York  City  in  ballast  in  February.  She  made  good  weather 
of  it  during  the  first  week  of  her  voyage  and  then  encountered  a  series 
of  heavy  gales  wffiich  carried  away  her  sails  and  upper  spars,  and 
did  her  such  injury  otherwise  as  to  leave  her  entirely  helpless.  In 
this  condition  she  drifted  before  the  wind  until  the  morning  of 
March  22,  when  she  was  discovered  and  taken  in  tow  by  the  Mujilc. 
During  the  next  24  hours  the  Mujik’ s  towline  parted  twice  and  when 
the  Svaland  broke  away  the  second  time  the  Mujilc  sent  out  a  radio 
call  for  help.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Seneca  the  Mujilc  continued  her 
voyage.  The  cutter  made  several  attempts  to  get  a  line  on  board  the 
Svaland  by  using  the  line-throwing  gun  and  by  the  use  of  floats,  but 
wind  and  sea  and  darkness  defeated  her  efforts.  Meanwhile  both 
cutter  and  dismasted  ship  drifted  before  the  gale,  and  as  the  cutter 
moved  along  more  slowly,  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  steam  toward 
the  wreck  at  intervals  to  keep  her  lights  in  sight.  For  three  nights 
and  two  days  the  vessels  drifted  thus  to  the  southward.  The  Seneca’s 
opportunity  came  on  the  forenoon  of  the  29th,  after  they  had  drifted 
a  distance  of  about  160  miles,  when  wind  and  sea  having  moderated 
somewhat  she  managed  to  get  a  hawser  on  board  the  wreck.  It 
being  doubtful  whether  the  Svaland  would  survive  the  trip  to  port, 
the  Seneca  now  sent  her  lifeboat  alongside  and  took  off  19  oi  the 
crew,  leaving  6  men  on  board  to  handle  the  wreck.  The  cutter  and 
her  tow  reached  Halifax  on  April  1.  On  this  occasion,  covering  a 
week  of  effort,  the  Seneca  was  instrumental  in  saving  25  men  and  a 
vessel  valued  at  $115,000. 

Virginia  Beach  Station. — On  the  night  of  May  7,  1916,  Surfman 
T.  W.  Simmons,  of  this  station,  accomplished  the  rescue  of  an  Italian 
family  of  nine  persons  from  a  burning  dwelling.  Simmons  discovered 
the  fire  while  on  the  midnight  patrol  south.  When  he  reached  the 
building  he  saw  there  was  no  chance  to  save  it,  and  therefore  gave 
his  attention  to  the  task  of  saving  anybody  who  might  be  inside, 
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When  he  had  aroused  the  family,  after  haying  forced  an  entrance, 
they  mistook  him  for  a  burglar,  and  as  they  were  unable  to  under¬ 
stand  English  his  presence  could  not  be  immediately  explained. 
Despite  their  resistance,  however,  he  dragged  outside  the  parents 
and  children  to  the  number  of  nine. 

Louisville  Station. — On  the  afternoon  of  June  27,  1916,  two  young 
men,  bound  down  the  Ohio  River  in  a  small  flatboat,  were  carried 
over  the  Falls  at  Louisville,  Ky.  In  the  course  of  efforts  made  to 
save  these  men,  one  member  of  the  Coast  Guard  station  crew  at 
Louisville,  Surfman  John  A.  Munz,  was  drowned,  and  five  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  crew  narrowly  escaped  his  fate.  Owing  to  the  necessity 
of  reaching  the  scene  of  the  accident  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  the 
two  boats  that  put  out  from  the  station  to  the  rescue  were  steered 
straight  over  the  dam.  Both  boats  were  badly  damaged  on  the 
rocks  below  and  being  caught  in  an  eddying  current  were  swamped, 
leaving  all  hands  in  a  situation  as  perilous  as  that  of  the  men  they 
had  come  to  save.  Eight  men  were  now  struggling  desperately  in  the 
water  and  meeting  with  poor  success  in  their  efforts  to  get  beyond  the 
powerful  grip  of  the  whirlpool  that  swept  them  around  and  around  and 
under  and  back  of  the  torrent  pouring  over  the  dam.  Ransom  and 
Matthews,  the  first  to  escape  the  swirling  current,  were  picked  up  by 
a  fisherman  who  had  come  to  the  rescue  from  down  the  river.  This 
man  next  took  Drazel  and  Curley  on  board,  and  with  these  to  assist 
him  in  the  management  of  his  boat  proceeded  to  aid  Williams.  Next 
came  Farrell,  who  was  hauled  from  the  water  in  a  state  approaching 
unconsciousness,  but  Munz’s  strength  gave  out  before  help  could 
reach  him.  He  went  down  in  20  feet  of  water  and  was  not  afterwards 
seen  alive.  Long  was  the  last  to  be  rescued.  Munz’s  body  was 
recovered  two  days  after  the  accident. .  An  examination  showed  that 
he  had  been  severely  injured  about  the  head. 

REMOVAL  OF  DERELICTS. 

The  removal  or  destruction  of  dangerous  derelicts  in  the  paths  of 
commerce  has  been  prosecuted  with  the  usual  vigor  in  the  past  year. 
There  were  30  of  these  menaces  destroyed  or  otherwise  removed. 
The  past  year  was  the  last  of  10  years  since  records  have  been  com¬ 
piled  of  this  activity.  During  that  decade  268  derelicts  were  de¬ 
stroyed  or  removed,  an  average  of  26.8  per  year. 

Prior  to  the  time  when  the  Federal  Government  assumed  the  func¬ 
tion  of  derelict  destroying  to  protect  commerce  from  danger  of  this 
kind  frequent  complaints  were  made  in  the  press  by  seafaring  men 
of  the  danger  to  their  craft  from,  these  menaces  to  safe  navigation. 
Now  as  soon  as  a  derelict  is  reported  the  prompt  action  of  some  one 
of  the  Coast  Guard  cutters  usually  results  in  the  destruction  or  re¬ 
moval  of  the  sunken  or  floating  obstruction  before  any  harm  is  done 
to  passing  vessels.  While  the  number — 30 — removed  does  not  seem 
very  formidable,  it  is  readily  understood  by  persons  familiar  with 
sea  conditions  that  each  instance  usually  represents  a  large  amount 
of  hard  work  on  the  part  of  the  cutters.  Frequently  many  miles  have 
to  be  cruised  and  much  ingenuity  and  seamanship  exercised  to  locate 
the  derelict;  then  may  follow  day  after  day  of  laborious  towing  to 
pull  the  unwieldy  wreck  into  the  nearest  port.  Seldom  is  it  possible 
to  tow  a  derelict  at  a  speed  greater  than  2  knots  an  hour.  In  blowing 
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RECOVERY  OF  DERELICTS. 
Derelict  schooner  found  by  the  “Tampa.” 
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up  obstructions  all  sorts  of  delays  and  difficulties  may  be  encountered. 
The  handling  of  guncotton  mines  in  open  boats,  ofttimes  in  freezing 
weather  and  rough  water,  and  attaching  them  to  projecting  spars  are 
operations  which  must  be  conducted  with  the  greatest  skill  and  care. 
The  danger  of  premature  explosion  is  ever  present  and  must  be  care¬ 
fully  guarded  against.  The  following  incidents  are  illustrative  of  the 
work  performed  in  this  field  during  the  past  fiscal  year: 

Derelict  schooner  Oscar  G. — While  cruising  in  search  of  derelicts  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  September  1,  1915,  the  Tampa  located  the 
schooner  Oscar  G  in  latitude  25°  35'  north,  longitude  85° 45'  west.  The 
vessel  was  found  to  be  water-logged  and  badly  wrecked,  with  stumps 
of  fore  and  mainmasts  standing,  one  mast  floating  alongside,  star¬ 
board  anchor  trailing  from  hawsepipe  with  chain  run  out  and  rudder 
unshipped.  As  she  was  lumber  laden,  it  was  necessary  to  tow  her  to 
port.  A  crew  was  sent  on  board  to  clear  up  the  wreckage,  as  far  as 
possible  with  the  heavy  seas  constantly  breaking  over  her,  in  order 
to  put  her  in  condition  for  towing.  Finally  a  line  was  secured,  and 
it  was  decided  to  tow  her  to  Tampa,  Fla.  Although  the  schooner 
yawed  considerably,  fair  progress  was  made,  and  it  was  possible  to 
make  a  speed  of  3  knots  an  hour  until  midnight  September  2,  when 
the  wind  and  sea  began  to  increase.  Early  the  following  morning 
the  wind  had  increased  to  a  tropical  hurricane.  To  abandon  the 
derelict  would  have  necessitated  another  search  to  locate  her  after  the 
storm.  The  plan  was  therefore  adopted  of  using  the  schooner  as  a 
sea  anchor  for  the  cutter.  The  tow  line  was  shifted  from  the  stem 
to  the  bow  of  the  Tampa ,  and  the  hurricane  safely  ridden  out.  As  the 
gale  subsided  the  tow  line  was  again  shifted  to  the  stern  of  the  Tampa 
and  she  proceeded  toward  Key  West,  arriving  there  on  September  5. 
Upon  reaching  that  port  the  derelict  was  pumped  out  and  turned  over 
to  the  agent  of  the  owners. 

Unknown  sunken  derelict. — While  on  her  first  voyage  to  her  station 
at  Mobile,  Ala.,  the  new  cutter  Tallapoosa  was  directed  to  search  for 
a  sunken  derelict  schooner  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  While  engaged  in 
the  search  definite  information  was  received  by  radio  from  a  passing 
steamer  as  to  the  location  of  the  wreck.  Proceeding  at  once  to  the 
position  given,  latitude  28°  57'  north,  longitude  92°  24'  west,  the  cut¬ 
ter  located  the  derelict,  which  proved  to  be  that  of  a  four-masted 
schooner  with  fore  and  mam  lowermasts  and  topmasts  standing,  the 
caps  projecting  out  of  water  and  forming  a  very  dangerous  obstruction 
to  navigation.  Other  attached  spars  were  floating  near  the  wreck. 
Operations  were  immediately  begun  by  cutting  all  standing  rigging 
with  hack  saws.  A  line  was  attached  to  the  mizzenmast  head,  and 
by  pulling  on  it  the  cutter  succeeded  in  breaking  off  the  mast.  The 
other  spars  were  one  by  one  successfully  cleared  away  despite  the 
heavy  sea  which  was  running.-  It  was  necessary  to  use  a  number  of 
mines  to  break  off  the  heavier  spars.  Upon  completion  of  the  opera¬ 
tions,  which  lasted  five  days,  a  clear  depth  of  14  fathoms  was  found 
over  the  wreck.  All  loose  spars  removed  were  towed  in  and  beached. 

MEDICAL  AID  TO  AMERICAN  FISHERMEN. 

Under  authority  of  the  act  of  June  24,  1914,  which  provides — 

That,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  any  of  the  revenue  cutters 
provided  for  in  this  act,  or  any  other  revenue  cutter  now  or  hereafter  in  commission, 
may  be  used  to  extend  medical  and  surgical  aid  to  the  crews  of  American  vessels 
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engaged  in  the  deep-sea  fisheries  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe,  and  the  said  Secretary  is  hereby  author¬ 
ized  to  detail  for  duty  on  revenue  cutters  such  surgeons  and  other  persons  of  the 
Public  Health  Service  as  he  may  deem  necessary, 

the  Androscoggin  has  been  continued  on  the  duty  of  rendering  aid  to 
American  fishermen  who  ply  their  vocation  in  the  North  Atlantic  in 
the  vicinity  of  Nova  Scotia.  As  in  the  former  year,  the  prearranged 
signal  for  medical  assistance  needed  was  for  the  fishing  vessels  to  set 
the  union  jack  at  the  main. 

Following  the  experience  of  the  previous  fiscal  year,  based  largely 
on  the  suggestions  of  the  masters  of  the  American  fishing  vessels  most 
interested  in  the  aid  rendered,  the  following  general  program  was 
adopted.  From  November  1  to  April  1,  anchor  in  Shelburne,  Nova 
Scotia,  where  most  of  the  American  deep-sea  fishermen  make  their 
headquarters  during  that  period.  During  the  month  of  April  the 
headquarters  of  the  Androscoggin  were  changed  to  the  vicinity  of 
Sable  Island.  During  May  her  cruising  grounds  were  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Gut  of  Canso  and  Cape  Breton  Island,  and  she  proceeded  to 
the  Magdalen  Islands  as  soon  as  the  ice  conditions  permitted.  Dur¬ 
ing  June  she  followed  the  fishermen  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Miquelon 
Islands,  where  the  vessels  go  for  bait.  During  the  summer  months 
the  operations  of  the  cutter  are  hampered  by  the  prevailing  fogs  and 
by  the  fact  that  the  fishing  fleet  is  usually  scattered  over  a  wide  area, 
with  no  regular  place  in  view. 

Owing  to  necessary  repairs  the  Androscoggin  was  unable  to  resume 
her  work  the  past  fiscal  year  until  November  6,  1915,  on  which  date 
she  left  Boston  to  begin  her  regular  cruising.  During  the  remainder 
of  the  year  10  separate  cruises  were  made  to  the  fishing  grounds, 
during  which  time  she  covered  a  distance  of  9,538  miles.  One 
hundred  and  forty-nine  cases  of  sickness  were  treated  during  that 
period.  Two  American  fishing  vessels  were  freed  from  the  ice;  one 
fishing  vessel  which  was  blown  out  of  its  course  was  furnished  with 
sailing  directions,  and  one  American  vessel  was  furnished  with  pro¬ 
visions,  the  supply  on  board  having  been  exhausted.  At  all  times 
during  these  cruises  the  services  of  the  cutter  were  available  to  see 
that  the  American  fishermen  were  protected  in  their  rights  and  to 
give  them  advice  in  order  to  avoid  any  acts  on  their  part  which  might 
interfere  with  the  international  agreements  concerning  fishing. 

CUSTOMS  LAWS. 

In  addition  to  the  general  enforcement  of  customs  laws  by  all 
vessels  and  stations  of  the  Coast  Guard,  there  are  harbor  cutters  or 
launches  detailed  especially  for  customs  service  at  the  following 
ports:  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Savannah,  Pen¬ 
sacola,  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  and  Seattle — 12  craft  in 
all.  These  cutters  board  all  incoming  foreign  vessels  subject  to  cus¬ 
toms  inspection,  and  in  a  general  way  perform  boating  duty  for  the 
customs  authorities  at  those  ports.  As  occasion  serves,  these  cutters 
assist  in  the  enforcement  of  the  navigation  and  other  laws.  Smug¬ 
gling  in  bulk  is  a  crime  not  much  resorted  to  at  the  present  time 
except  in  a  few  remote  localities  along  the  border  coasts,  but  the  cut¬ 
ters  and  stations  are  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  violations  of  this 
kind,  and  this  watchfulness  undoubtedly  tends  to  hold  in  check  this 
class  of  offenders  against  the  law. 
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ANCHORAGE  AND  MOVEMENTS  OF  VESSELS. 

In  cooperation  with  the  War  Department,  the  Coast  Guard  has 
continued  to  supervise  the  anchorage  and  movements  of  vessels  at 
the  ports  of  New  York  and  Chicago,  on  the  Kennebec  Kiver,  and 
on  the  St.  Marys  Kiver,  Mich.  In  addition,  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Coast  Guard  cutter  Acushnet  has  been  designated  as  supervisor 
of  the  new  anchorage  ground  established  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
Nantucket  and  Vineyard  Sounds,  Mass. 

The  season  of  navigation  opened  April  16  on  the  St.  Marys  Kiver 
and  closed  December  20.  The  patrol  of  the  river  was  performed  by 
the  cutter  Mackinac  and  her  two  launches,  and  a  constant  lookout 
was  maintained  day  and  night  at  six  shore  stations,  each  of  which 
was  manned  by  three  lookouts,  standing  duty  in  rotation.  The  sea¬ 
son  was  remarkably  free  from  serious  accidents,  and  while  there 
were  several  cases  of  grounding,  not  one  resulted  in  a  blockade  of  the 
channel.  The  tonnage  passing  through  the  locks  was  considerably 
greater  throughout  the  season  than  in  the  previous  year.  Owing  to 
the  increased  demand  for  bottoms,  several  vessels  were  fitted  out 
which  had  not  been  in  commission  for  two  years,  and  while  the  rush 
did  not  begin  until  the  season  was  well  advanced,  the  total  tonnage 
almost  equaled  that  of  the  season  of  1913.  The  aggregate  number 
of  vessels  passing  through  the  locks  was  18,127,  against  14,801  in 
1914.  Of  this  immense  amount  of  traffic  it  was  necessary  to  warn 
only  79  vessels  and  to  report  only  4  for  violation  of  the  anchorage 
rules,  which  figures  indicate  an  efficient  supervision  and  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  shipmasters  to  abide  by  the  rides.  In  addition  to 
regulating  traffic,  the  officers  and  men  on  patrol  keep  passing  vessels- 
advised  as  to  the  depth  of  water  over  the  sills  of  the  locks  and  what 
draft  may  safely  be  carried  through  the  channels.  (See  special 
report,  p.  102.) 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY,  NAVIGATION,  AND  OTHER  LAWS. 

Neutrality. — The  continuance  of  war  conditions  in  Europe  made  it 
necessary,  as  during  the  preceding  year,  to  assign  several  of  the  cut¬ 
ters,  on  various  occasions,  to  enforce  the  neutrality  laws  of  the 
country.  This  resulted  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  vessels  so  assigned, 
from  their  regular  tasks  at  such  times,  because  in  order  to  enforce 
neutrality  laws  effectively  the  service  must  be  continuous.  Owing 
to  the  limited  number  of  cruising  cutters,  and  the  fact  that  that 
no  relief  vessels  are  avadable,  it  becomes  necessary  to  discontinue 
certain  of  the  regular  duties  of  the  cutters  when  their  services  are 
required  in  the  enforcement  of  laws  which  demand  their  undivided 
attention.  With  a  spare  vessel  each  for  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
coasts,  the  performance  of  this  important  duty  could  in  most  instances 
be  undertaken  without  seriously  interfering  with  the  regular  business 
of  the  cruising  cutters. 

Regattas.—  As  in  previous  years,  all  the  leading  regattas  and  marine 
parades  held  throughout  the  country  on  frequented  waters,  were 
patrolled  by  Coast  Guard  cutters  in  the  interests  of  public  safety. 
This  duty  is  important,  alike  to  the  spectators  and  contestants.  To 
preserve  order,  prevent  crowding  and  endangering  the  lives  of  the 
people  afloat,  it  is  necessary  at  times  to  enforce  rules  which  may 
appear  somewhat  drastic  to  some  individual  spectators,  but  in  almost 
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every  instance  it  will  be  found  that  the  orders  are  issued  and  carried 
out  for  the  general  good  of  all  concerned.  It  is  a  human  failing  to 
crowd  in  along  the  course  and  get  a  point  of  vantage  on  occasions  of 
regattas,  etc.,  and  innocently  or  otherwise  disregard  the  rights  or 
feelings  of  others.  The  function  of  the  patrol  officers  is  to  prevent 
such  crowding,  which  is  always  fraught  with  danger  to  the  lives  of  on¬ 
lookers,  and  at  the  same  time  to  preserve  as  equitable  a  distribution 
of  the  points  of  vantage  as  may  be  possible.  That  the  efforts  of  the 
Coast  Guard  along  these  lines  are  appreciated  is  evidenced  by  the 
letters  of  commendation  which  almost  invariably  are  received  from 
regatta  officials  after  the  completion  of  each  patrol. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  36  instances  when  regattas  were 
patrolled  by  Coast  Guard  cutters.  (See  tabulated  statement,  page 
257.)  '  ' 

Immigration. — Whenever  practicable  the  various  cutters  have 
cooperated  in  enforcing  the  immigration  laws. 

On  August  4,  1915,  the  Coast  Guard  lookout  at  Station  No.  6,  in  the 
Sault  Ste.  Marie  patrol,  detected  a  Canadian  attempting  to  smuggle 
four  aliens  into  the  United  States  in  a  small  rowboat.  They  were  at 
once  seized,  and  telephonic  notification  sent  to  the  cutter  Maclcinac. 
That  cutter  at  once  proceeded  to  the  lookout  station,  took  the  sus¬ 
pected  men  on  board,  and  delivered  them  to  the  immigration  author¬ 
ities  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Investigation  developed  that  the  four  aliens 
were  brought  into  this  country  illegally,  and  the  Canadian  in  charge 
of  the  boat  proved  to  be  an  old  offender.  All  five  were  lodged  in  jail 
to  await  action  by  the  courts. 

Enforcement  of  navigation  laws. — For  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the 
laws  governing  navigation,  motor  boats  and  customs,  there  were 
boarded  and  examined  30,510  vessels  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1916.  This  is  a  very  substantial  increase  over  the  number 
boarded  and  examined  in  the  preceding  two  years  of  the  Coast  Guard 
organization.  Of  the  vessels  examined,  615  were  reported  for  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  law,  and  a  total  of  $251,820  was  imposed  as  fines.  Many 
of  these  fines  were  subsequently  reduced  or  in  some  instances  miti¬ 
gated  by  the  reviewing  authorities,  owing  to  ameliorating  circum¬ 
stances.  During  the  past  year  the  keepers  of  a  number  of  the  Coast 
Guard  stations  have  been  instructed  in  the  duties  of  boarding  officers 
and,  particularly  in  the  twelfth  district,  many  motor  boats  have  been 
boarded  and  examined  by  the  station  crews.  As  opportunity  offers, 
this  system  will  be  extended,  to  the  end  that  all  station  keepers  will 
be  given  appropriate  instruction  in  this  duty,  and  at  such  times  as 
may  be  spared  from  station  duties  and  drills,  attention  will  be  given 
to  boarding  vessels  and  the  enforcement  of  the  navigation  and 
motor-boat  laws. 

Certification  of  lifeboat  men. — One  of  the  provisions  of  the  recently 
enacted  seamen’s  law  requires  that  a  certain  proportion  of  the  crews 
of  all  passenger-carrying  vessels  entering  or  leaving  American  ports 
must  be  “  certificated  lifeboat  men,”  experts  in  the  duties  incident  to 
lowering  and  manning  boats.  The  law  further  provides  that  to 
obtain  a  certificate  as  11  lifeboat  man,”  the  applicant  must  qualify  in 
those  duties  before  competent  authorities.  As  the  facilities  of  the 
Steamboat-Inspection  Service  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  were 
inadequate  to  promptly  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law,  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  the  Coast  Guard  was  requested  in  the  important  work  of 
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examining  the  thousands  of  applicants  for  such  certificates.  Accord¬ 
ingly  certain  commissioned  and  warrant  officers  of  the  Coast  Guard 
were  designated  as  examiners  to  assist  the  Steamboat-Inspection 
Service  in  carrying  out  that  feature  of  the  law.  Since  November  4, 
1915,  applicants  to  the  number  of  16,028  have  been  examined.  Of 
that  number  11,408  were  certificated  and  4,620  rejected.  This  has 
placed  considerable  extra  work  on  the  Coast  Guard,  but  it  has  been 
cheerfully  and  efficiently  performed  in  the  interests  of  safety  to  the 
traveling  public. 

EXPOSITIONS. 

The  work  of  the  Coast  Guard  and  the  methods  adopted  for  saving 
life  and  property  at  sea  and  along  the  coasts  appears  to  be  of  absorb¬ 
ing  interest  to  the  public  generally.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  appeals 
made  for  an  exhibit  of  Coast  Guard  appliances  by  nearly  all  large 
expositions  held  throughout  the  country,  and  the  department  has  in 
general  acceded  to  these  requests  where  arrangements  could  be  made 
to  defray  the  necessary  expenses.  The  Panama-Pacific  Exposition 
at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  located,  as  it  was,  on  the  southern  shore  of 
the  Golden  Gate,  presented  ideal  conditions  for  the  representation  of 
the  activities  of  the  Coast  Guard.  During  several  of  the  summer 
months  the  crew  of  the  Fort  Point  Coast  Guard  station,  located 
within  the  exposition  grounds,  gave  daily  demonstrations  showing 
the  service  methods  of  rescue  from  wrecks  along  the  coast,  and  of 
resuscitating  the  apparently  drowned.  Life  lines  were  shot  over  a 
spar  located  in  the  yacht  harbor,  and  members  of  the  crew  were 
brought  ashore  in  the  breeches  buoy  apparatus.  Thousands  of  people 
witnessed  and  applauded  these  daily  exhibitions.  In  the  Palace  of 
Machinery  appropriate  space  was  set  aside  for  the  Coast  Guard 
apparatus  and  exhibits,  which  consisted  essentially  of  line-throwing 
guns,  both  for  beach  and  open-sea  work,  models  of  several  of  the 
more  important  cutters,  specimens  of  the  small-arm  equipment,  oil 
paintings  and  photographs  representing  many  phases  of  the  activities 
of  the  service,  statistical  records,  etc.  This  exhibit  was  in  charge  of 
a  commissioned  officer,  assisted  by  two  warrant  officers,  who  explained 
the  various  appliances  to  the  public.  The  president  of  this  exposi¬ 
tion  stated  in  a  letter  to  the  agent  in  charge  of  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  exhibit,  as  follows : 

The  exhibitions  given  by  the  Coast  Guard  during  the  past  four  or  five  months  have 
been  a  decided  feature,  and  were  enjoyed  by  thousands  of  visitors  at  our  exposition. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  San  Francisco  Exposition,  most  of  the 
Coast  Guard  exhibits  were  transferred  to  the  Panama-California 
Exposition  at  San  Diego,  and  are  now  being  shown  at  that  place. 
During  the  past  year  an  exhibit  of  the  Coast  Guard  was  placed  on 
view  at  the  Panama-National  Exposition  in  the  Canal  Zone.  Under 
the  auspices  of  Government  officials,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad 
prepared  a  special  train  to  contain  an  exhibit  of  the  various  safety- 
first  functions  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  transported  it  to 
many  of  the  large  cities  and  towns  along  its  route,  and  at  other  places 
on  the  routes  of  connecting  railroads.  One  of  the  cars  of  this  train 
was  devoted  to  an  exhibit  of  the  Coast  Guard  facilities.  This 
included  a  power  surfboat,  breeches  buoy  apparatus,  line-throwing 
guns,  photographs  showing  various  activities-  of  the  Coast  Guard 
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cutters  and  stations,  etc.  The  exhibit  was  in  charge  of  an  officer, 
with  assistants,  who  explained  the  apparatus  and  operations  of  the 
service  to  many  thousands  of  interested  visitors.  At  all  these 
exhibitions,  brochures  containing  the  history,  duties,  and  statistics 
of  the  work  performed  by  the  Coast  Guard,  were  given  to  such  visitors 
as  expressed  a  special  interest  in  the  subject. 

PROTECTION  OF  THE  FUR  SEAL, 

The  patrol  of  the  Bering  Sea  and  North  Pacific  Ocean,  to  enforce 
the  provisions  of  law  and  the  Convention  of  1911  entered  into  by  the 
United  States,  Great  Britain,  Russia,  and  Japan,  has  been  continued. 
It  had  been  the  custom  in  previous  years  to  assign  three  cutters  to 
this  duty,  but  the  reports  of  the  operations  of  the  patrol  vessels  for 
the  seasons  of  1913  and  1914  indicated  that  pelagic  sealing  had 
apparently  ceased,  and  it  was  therefore  decided  to  maintain  the  patrol 
with  a  single  cutter  during  the  season  of  1915.  Accordingly  the 
Unalga  was  detailed  for  this  duty  and  sailed  from  Seattle  April  20, 
1915.  On  July  17  she  returned  to  her  station,  having  been  relieved 
by  the  Manning ,  which  cutter  continued  the  patrol  during  the 
remainder  of  the  season  and  returned  to  her  station  early  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1915. 

In  addition  to  the  patrol  duties,  particular  attention  was  given  to 
assisting  vessels  in  distress,  enforcing  the  laws  and  regulations  regard¬ 
ing  the  protection  of  game,  fisheries,  and  fur-bearing  animals,  and, 
whenever  practicable  during  the  season,  the  mail  was  carried  to 
vessels  of  the  fishing  fleet.  On  a  number  of  occasions  medical  aid 
was  given  to  the  men  of  the  fishing  fleet  by  the  surgeons  attached 
to  the  cutters.  On  cruises  to  the  westward  the  several  villages  on 
the  Aleutian  chain  were  visited  as  often  as  possible,  in  order  that  the 
surgeons  might  give  medical  aid  to  the  natives,  and  instruct  them 
in  the  sanitation  of  their  persons  and  dwellings.  On  these  occasions 
assistance  was  given  to  the  Department  of  Justice  and  Bureau  of 
Education  in  investigating  matters  pertaining  to  their  spheres  of 
action  in  remote  places.  (See  special  reports  of  Unalga  and  Manning , 
p.  79.) 

Pelagic  sealing  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  during  former 
years  had  gradually  depleted  the  Pribilof  seal  herd  to  such  an  extent 
that  in  1911  it  was  barely  profitable  to  operate  vessels  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  was  ratified  the  seal  convention,  by  the 
terms  of  which  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  Russia,  and  Japan 
agreed  to  prohibit  pelagic  sealing  on  the  part  of  their  respective  citi¬ 
zens  and  subjects.  All  this  resulted  in  the  practical  cessation  of 
pelagic  sealing,  as  shown  by  the  reports  of  the  patrol  vessels  for  the 
seasons  of  1912, 1913,  and  1914.  Meanwhile  there  has  been  a  marked 
increase  in  the  seal  herd,  and  although  there  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  attempt  to  resume  pelagic  sealing  operations  coincident 
with  the  curtailing  of  the  patrol  during  the  season  of  1915  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  increase  the  patrol  during  the  season  of  1916  as 
a  matter  of  precaution.  Accordingly  the  Unalga,  Manning,  and 
McCulloch  were  assigned  to  this  duty.  The  Unalga  sailed  from 
Seattle  April  20  and  the  Manning  from  Astoria  May  12.  Both  ves¬ 
sels  followed  the  migration  of  the  seal  herd  through  the  North  Pacific 
to  Unimak  Pass  and  then  took  up  the  active  patrol  of  the  Bering  Sea. 
The  McCulloch  left  San  Francisco  May  24  to  cruise  along  the  Aleutian 
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Chain  to  the  westward  and  then  join  the  other  vessels  on  patrol  as 
might  he  necessary.  The  reports  of  the  operations  for  the  season  of 
1916  will  he  given  in  the  next  annual  report. 

ICE  PATROL. 

As  during  the  previous  three  years,  the  international  ice-observation 
and  ice-patrol  service  was  performed  by  vessels  of  the  Coast  Guard. 
The  Seneca  was  detached  from  the  New  York  division  in  the  early 
part  of  February  and  made  two  cruises  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Grand 
Banks  on  ice-observation  duty,  making  Halifax  her  working  head¬ 
quarters.  In  March  the  Tam  fa  was  sent  from  Key  West  to  New 
York  to  fit  out,  and  in  the  early  part  of  April  she  joined  the  Seneca 
in  maintaining  a  continuous  ice  patrol  until  July  3,  when  the  senior 
officer  reported  that  there  was  no  further  necessity  of  such  patrol. 
Each  vessel  made  three  ice-patrol  cruises  of  15  days’  duration,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  time  consumed  in  making  the  run  between  Halifax  and 
the  ice  region. 

The  scope  of  the  patrol  and  the  methods  of  disseminating  informa¬ 
tion  and  warnings  to  trans-Atlantic  vessels  approaching  the  Grand 
Banks  are  set  forth  in  the  following  instructions  issued  for  the  season 
of  1915: 

1.  The  object  of  the  patrol  is  to  locate  the  icebergs  and  field  ice  nearest  to  the  trans- 
Atlantic  steamship  lanes.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  patrol  vessels  to  determine  the  south¬ 
erly,  easterly,  and  westerly  limits  of  the  ice  and  to  keep  in  touch  with  these  fields  as 
they  move  to  the  southward  in  order  that  radio  messages  may  be  sent  out  daily,  giving 
the  whereabouts  of  the  ice,  particularly  the  ice  that  may  be  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  regular  trans- Atlantic  steamer  lanes. 

2.  The  patrol  will  continue  until  the  ice  no  longer  constitutes  a  danger  to  navigation 
in  the  trans-Atlantic  steamship  lanes.  The  ice  season  is  usually  three  months — 
April,  May,  and  June. 

3.  While  on  this  patrol  the  vessels  will  obtain  fuel  and  other  necessary  supplies  at 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  The  two  vessels  will  make  alternate  cruises  of  about  15  days 
in  the  ice  region,  the  15  days  to  be  exclusive  of  time  occupied  in  going  to  and  from 
Halifax.  The  senior  commanding  officer  will  so  regulate  the  movements  of  the  vessels 
that  on  the  fifteenth  day  after  reaching  the  ice  region  the  vessel  on  patrol  will  be 
relieved  by  the  second  vessel,  if  possible,  at  which  time  the  first  vessel  will  proceed  to 
Halifax,  replenish  her  coal  supply,  and  return  in  tinie  to  relieve  the  other  vessel  at 
the  end  of  the  latter’s  15-day  cruise.  It  is  important  that  the  patrol  be  continuous,  and 
the  vessel  on  patrol  must  not  leave  her  station  until  relieved  by  the  other  vessel  unless 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so. 

4.  Having  located  the  ice,  the  patrol  vessel  will  send  the  following  daily  radiograms. 
All  times  in  radiograms  will  be  in  seventy-fifth  meridian  time. 

(а)  At  6  p.  m.  (seventy-fifth  meridian  time)  ice  information  will  be  sent  broadcast 
for  the  benefit  of  vessels,  using  600-meter  wave  length.  This  message  will  be  sent 
three  times  with  an  interval  of  two  minutes  between  each. 

(б)  At  6.15  p.  m.  (seventy-fifth  meridian  time)  the  same  information  will  be  sent 
broadcast  three  times  in  similar  manner,  using  300-meter  wave  length. 

(c)  At  4  a.  m.  (seventy-fifth  meridian  time)  a  radiogram  will  be  sent  to  the  branch 
hydrographic  office,  New  York  City,  through  Cape  Race  radio  station,  defining  the 
ice-danger  zone,  its  southern  limits,  or  other  definite  ice  news.  The  telegraphic 
address  of  the  branch  hydrographic  office  is  “Hydrographic,  New  York.”  If  unable 
to  send  via  Cape  Race,  send  by  most  convenient  route. 

( d )  Ice  information  will  be  given  at  any  time  to  any  ship  with  which  the  patrol 
vessel  can  communicate. 

5.  Ice  information  will  be  given  in  as  plain,  concise,  English  as  practicable,  and 
will  state  in  the  following  order: 

(а)  Ice  (berg  or  field). 

(б)  Date. 

(c)  Time  (seventy-fifth  meridian  time). 

( d )  Latitude. 

(e)  Longitude. 

(/)  Other  data  as  may  be  necessary. 
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6.  Attention  is  called  to  circular  letter  No.  122,  the  provisions  of  which  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  in  radiograms  sent  to  the  Hydrographic  Office.  (See  par.  4c  of  this  order.) 

In  radiograms  sent  to  vessels  other  than  Coast  Guard  cutters  the  words  “latitude” 
and  “longitude”  will  not  be  omitted. 

7.  Each  patrol  vessel  will  keep  a  remark  book  in  which  will  be  entered  all  data  and 
information  that  can  be  collected  concerning  the  ice. 

8.  Each  vessel  on  being  relieved  by  the  other  vessel  will  deliver  to  the  relieving 
vessel  copies  of  all  radiogram's  sent  to  or  received  from  the  Hydrographic  Office  during 
the  cruise  and  copies  of  all  instructions  received  from  headquarters  by  radio. 

9.  At  the  end  of  each  cruise  each  vessel  will  forward  to  headquarters  a  full  report 
in  triplicate.  These  reports  should  not  include  any  matters  of  purely  ship’s  business 
which  do  not  relate  to  the  ice  patrol.  Each  vessel  will  send  these  reports  direct  to 
headquarters,  and  furnish  a  copy  of  such  reports  to  the  other  vessel  on  patrol. 

10.  Each  vessel  will  plot  on  tracing  paper  used  in  connection  with  H.  O.  Chart 
No.  955  the  positions  and  extent  of  the  ice  as  located  from  time  to  time.  This  data 
will  also  be  plotted  on  duplicate  tracing  paper,  and  this  duplicate  will  be  delivered 
to  the  relieving  vessel. 

11.  If  in  an  emergency  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  junior  commanding  officer  to 
commimicate  directly  with  headquarters  in  order  to  avoid  delay,  a  copy  of  all  such 
communications  will  be  furnished  to  the  senior  commanding  officer. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  several  of  the  bureaus  found  it  impossible  at 
this  time  to  procure  proper  instruments  for  the  continuance  of  the 
scientific  observations,  no  scientists  were  detailed  to  accompany  the 
patrol  vessels  during  this  season.  The  commanding  officer  of  the 
Seneca  was  instructed  to  carry  on  such  observations  as  practicable 
with  the  instruments  he  had  on  board. 

The  season  of  1916  was  marked  by  the  almost  total  absence  of  ice 
near  the  tail  of  the  Grand  Bank  until  very  late  in  June,  when  a  few 
bergs  passed  to  the  south  and  west  of  that  locality,  encountered  the 
Gulf  Stream  and  shortly  broke  up  and  melted.  Much  ice  was  reported 
to  the  north  and  east  of  the  Grand  Bank  and  extraordinarily  heavy  ice 
was  said  to  have  been  encountered  off  the  coast  of  Labrador.  The 
weather  was  good  as  a  whole,  only  one  severe  gale  having  been 
experienced  by  the  patrol  vessels,  and  that  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season. 

This  international  service  was  begun  by  the  United  States  in  1914  at 
the  request  of  Great  Britain,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  various  powers 
interested,  under  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  International  Con¬ 
vention  for  the  Safety  of  Life  at  Sea,  which  was  signed  at  London, 
January  20,  1914,  by  the  representatives  of  those  powers.  Under 
those  conditions  the  several  powers  assumed  the  obligation  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  expanses  of  the  international  service  in  certain  propor¬ 
tions,  enumerated  in  article  7  of  the  said  convention.  The  cost  ox  the 
patrol  for  the  season  of  1915,  together  with  the  sums  due  from  the 
several  powers,  is  given  below,  those  countries  which  have  thus  far. 
discharged  their  obligations  being  indicated  by  the  asterisk: 


Salaries  and  wages  of  personnel .  $38, 573.  24 

Maintenance  and  operation,  including  all  supplies  and  miscellaneous  con¬ 
tingent  expenses . . .  23,394.68 

Administrative  expenses . . . 1 .  1,  985.  82 

Depreciation : 

Seneca,  built  in  1908,  cost  $295,000;  vessel  on  duty  Feb.  3  to  July  7, 

1915;  depreciation,  3  per  cent  per  annum . . .  3, 810. 42 

Tampa,1  built  in  1911,  cost  $250,000;  vessel  on  duty  Mar.  6  to  June  21, 

1915;  depreciation,  2  per  cent  per  annum .  1,  472.  23 


69,  236.  39 


1  Formerly  the  Miami. 
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Country. 

Per 

cent. 

Amount. 

Country. 

Per 

cent. 

Amount. 

A  mt.ria-TTnneary . 

2 

$1,3S4.  73 

2, 769.  45 

♦Italy . 

4 

82, 769.  45 
2, 769.  45 
2,077.09 

♦BeLium . 

4 

Netherlands . 

4 

♦Canada  . . 

2 

1, 384.  73 
1,384.  73 

♦Norway . 

3 

♦Denmark . 

2 

♦Russia . 

2 

i;384.  73 
1,384.  73 

France  . 

15 

10, 3S5. 46 
10,385.  46 
20,  770. 92 

♦Sweden . 

2 

Germany . 

15 

♦United  States  of  America . 

15 

10,385.46 

♦Great  Britain . 

30 

Through  the  usual  diplomatic  channels  the  several  powers  will  be 
advised  of  the  sums  due  from  them  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  patrol  for 
the  season  of  1916. 

SPECIAL  CRUISES. 

Bear. — Leaving  San  Francisco  May  2,  1915,  this  cutter  made  the 
annual  cruise  to  Bering  Sea  and  Arctic  Ocean.  She  returned  Novem¬ 
ber  29,  1915,  having  covered  during  the  cruise  a  distance  of  15,210 
miles  in  northern  waters.  On  her  way  north,  she  stopped  at  Seattle, 
at  the  request  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  transport  to  northern 
Alaska  a  large  accumulation  of  winter  mail.  Stopping  also  at  Una- 
laska  en  route,  the  Bear  arrived  off  Nome,  Alaska,  May  28.  After 
landing  the  mail,  she  returned  to  the  southward,  developed  the  ice  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  sea,  and  by  radio  advised  the  incoming  fleet  of  merchant 
vessels  how  to  avoid  the  heavy  ice.  During  the  summer,  cruises  were 
made  along  the  coast  as  far  as  Point  Barrow,  in  the  Arctic  Ocean,  the 
northernmost  point  in  Alaska.  On  these  cruises  all  villages  and 
Government  schoolhouses  in  this  remote  region  were  visited  and  in¬ 
spected,  medical  and  other  aid  was  given  where  needed,  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  interests  generally  supervised.  After  the  cruise  to  the  Arctic 
was  completed,  the  Bear  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Nome  until  the 
close  of  navigation  in  November  in  order  to  render  such  assistance  as 
might  be  needed  to  vessels  during  those  two  winter  months.  (See 
special  report,  p.  95.) 

McCulloch. — As  in  previous  years,  the  Department  of  Justice  re¬ 
quested  the  use  of  a  cutter  to  transport  the  United  States  court  to 
places  in  southwestern  Alaska,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  justice.  The  McCulloch ,  being  assigned  to  this  duty,  received 
on  board  at  Valdez  on  July  9  the  United  States  judge  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  court  officials,  and  proceeded  to  the  various  places  indicated  by 
the  Department  of  Justice,  returning  to  Valdez  with  the  floating  court 
August  20,  1915. 

Thetis. — This  cutter  made  a  special  cruise  to  Bird,  Laysan,  Lisian- 
ski,  Ocean  and  Midway  Islands,  in  January  and  February,  1916,  to 
inspect  the  bird  reservations  on  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture.  The  weather  was  stormy,  and,  as  usual,  landings  on  some  of 
the  islands  were  made  with  considerable  difficulty.  No  evidences  of 
poaching  were  found,  and  it  is  concluded  that  the  previous  cruises  of 
cutters  to  those  islands  have  had  the  effect  of  discouraging  the  further 
incursions  of  bird  marauders. 

RESUSCITATION  OF  THE  APPARENTLY  DROWNED. 

In  addition  to  their  work  of  protecting  commerce  and  navigation 
along  our  shores,  the  units  of  the  Coast  Guard  are  frequently  called 
upon  to  assist  bathers  and  swimmers  and  others  whose  lives  are  im¬ 
periled  in  the  water.  Often  in  cases  of  this  kind  the  persons  taken  in 
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hand  by  the  corps  are  in  a  serious  condition,  and  in  some  instances 
apparently  drowned.  Nearly  always  painstaking  and  intelligent  atten¬ 
tion  is  required  to  bring  them  safely  around,  and  prevent  ill  aftereffects. 
The  treatment  administered  in  this  resuscitative  work  is  based  upon 
scientific  principles,  and  its  efficacy  has  been  established  in  practice 
extending  over  a  long  period  of  years.  In  all  cases  of  apparent  drown¬ 
ing,  even  though  the  patient  has  been  under  water  for  as  long  as  30 
minutes,  the  corps  is  expected  to  subject  the  patient  to  the  prescribed 
manipulation  long  enough  to  revive  him  or  to  afford  positive  and 
convincing  evidence  that  life  is  extinct.  Instances  have  occurred  in 
which,  by  such  indefatigable  effort,  persons  have  been  restored  after 
physicians  in  attendance  have  pronounced  them  dead. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  23  cases  of  resuscitation  and  attempted 
resuscitation  by  the  service  crews  were  reported,  in  which  the  patients 
had  been  in  the  water  either  helpless  or  unconscious  for  periods  vary¬ 
ing  from  a  few  minutes  to  as  long  as  23  minutes.  No  account  is  taken 
here  of  any  cases  of  attempted  resuscitation  reported,  in  which  the 
victim  was  under  water  longer  than  half  an  hour. 

In  13  of  the  28  instances  noted  the  work  of  the  corps  was  successful. 
In  10  of  these  13  cases  artificial  respiration  was  employed  for  periods 
varying  from  a  few  minutes  to  an  hour  and  15  minutes,  while  in  the 
three  other  cases  friction  of  body  and  limbs  was  sufficient  to  effect 
restoration.  Five  of  the  thirteen  persons  revived  were  apparently  dead 
when  the  corps  took  charge  of  them;  they  had  been  under  water  for 
periods  varying  from  1  to  7  minutes,  and  the  work  of  restoration  re¬ 
quired  periods  varying  from  5  minutes  to  an  hour  and  15  minutes. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  LOSS  OF  LIFE. 

Twenty-two  casualties  to  vessels  and  boats  involving  loss  of 
life  occurred  within  the  field  of  operations  of  the  Coast  Guard  during 
the  past  fiscal  year,  as  compared  with  84  during  the  preceding  year. 
In  accordance  with  law,  each  of  the  22  accidents  was  thoroughly 
investigated.  It  is  stated  with  regret  that  in  two  instances  members 
of  the  service  failed  to  perform  their  full  duty.  In  one  of  these  it 
was  found  that  an  acting  keeper  of  a  station,  a  man  of  personal  cour¬ 
age,  with  a  long  and  an  honorable  record,  had  failed  to  act  with 
sufficient  promptness  in  going  to  the  aid  of  a  boat  in  distress.  The 
testimony  was  not  conclusive  that  the  loss  of  one  life  on  this  occasion 
could  have  been  averted  if  prompt  measures  had  been  taken,  but  the 
dilatoriness  of  the  keeper  and  his  lack  of  leadership  were  so  clearly 
established  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  revoke  his  rating  and  return 
him  to  his  former  grade.  In  the  other  instance  a  keeper  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  crew  were  found  to  have  been  derelict  in  keeping  the  station 
watch,  in  consequence  of  which  the  capsizing  of  a  motor  boat,  result¬ 
ing  in  the  loss  of  one  life,  was  not  immediately  discovered  by  the 
station  crew.  The  testimony  in  this  case  showed  that  in  all  prob¬ 
ability  the  loss  of  life  could  not  have  been  prevented  e^en  if  the 
watch  had  been  rigorously  maintained,  the  accident  immediately 
observed,  and  instant  aid  dispatched.  These  circumstances,  how¬ 
ever,  could  not  be  considered  in  extenuation  of  the  failure  to  enforce 
the  regulations  as  to  watch  duty,  and  the  keeper  and  surfman  were 
severely  reprimanded  and  admonished  as  to  their  future  conduct  in 
such  matters. 

A  tabular  statement  of  the  loss  of  life  occurring  during  the  year 
appears  on  page  281. 
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LOSS  OF  LIFE  AND  PROPERTY  DURING  HURRICANE  ON  GULF  COAST. 


Established  primarily  for  the  saving  of  life  and  property  of  the 
public  from  the  perils  of  the  sea,  the  Coast  Guard  is  not  infrequently, 
itself,  the  victim  of  serious  disaster  through  the  ravages  of  storm  and 
flood.  Probably  the  most  notable  instances  of  the  kind  in  the  history 
of  the  service  have  been  caused  by  the  tropical  hurricanes  which 
occasionally  visit  the  Gulf  coast  of  the  United  States.  The  most 
disastrous  of  these  storms  in  recent  ye^rs,  so  far  as  concerns  the 
service,  swept  the  Gulf  coast  on  the  16th  of  August,  1915,  entirely 
destroying  the  Velasco,  San  Luis,  and  Galveston  stations,  with  prac¬ 
tically  all  their  equipment,  and  claiming  the  lives  of  two  members  of 
the  crew  of  the  Velasco  station  and  of  four  members  of  the  crew  of 
the  San  Luis  station.  Several  members  of  the  families  of  the  Coast 
Guardsmen  and  a  number  of  persons  who  had  sought  refuge 'at  the 
stations  also  perished. 

Upon  the  occurrence  of  these  hurricanes  the  crews  of  stations 
within  the  storm  area  have  been  accustomed,  under  extreme  condi¬ 
tions,  to  man  their  larger  boats  at  the  beginning  of  the  flood,  taking 
with  them  such  refugees  as  have  sought  protection,  in  the  hope  of 
surviving  the  storm,  riding  at  such  available  mooring  as  seemed  to 
offer  the  best  holding  ground.  The  predicament  of  the  crews  during 
these  trying  occasions  can  well  be  imagined.  Driven  from  their  sta¬ 
tions  by  the  rise  of  water,  there  is  nothing  else  for  them  to  do,  on  the 
low,  flat  beaches  of  the  country,  but  to  take  to  their  boats,  make  them 
fast  the  best  they  can,  and  trust  to  good  fortune  to  bring  them  through 
the  storm.  The  story  of  the  storm  of  1915  is  practically  a  repetition 
of  the  incidents  of  former  hurricanes  occurring  on  the  Gulf  coast 
and  adds  another  thrilling  chapter  to  the  annals  of  this  branch  of 
the  public  service. 

Upon  this  occasion  a  total  of  21  persons,  members  of  the  crew  of 
the  Velasco  station  and  refugees,  sought  safety  in  the  Coast  Guard 
boats  belonging  to  that  station.  At  the  height  of  the  storm  the  sta¬ 
tion  was  carried  away  by  the  wind  and  flood,  and  both  boats,  which 
were  moored  to  the  building,  were  capsized,  resulting  in  the  drowning 
of  16  persons.  Surfmen  Christian  P.  Oddershede  and  Theodore  Gust, 
and  the  wife  and  daughter  of  Keeper  Steinhart,  were  among  those 
who  lost  their  lives.  Two  of  the  surviving  members  of  the  crew  and 
a  young  woman  who  was  with  the  party,  all  having  life  preservers, 
floated  about  in  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  for  20  hours,  finally  drifting 
ashore  on  Galveston  Island,  some  25  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the 
station. 

At  the  San  Luis  station,  on  the  west  end  of  Galveston  Island,  the 
crew  and  others  also  took  to  the  lifeboats  in  the  same  manner.  Four 
members  of  the  crew,  Surfmen  Edward  Boetger,  W.  J.  Cochran, 
Jerome  C.  Maddox,  and  Maraus  Olsen,  perished,  following  the  over¬ 
turning  of  their  boat  which,  as  in  the  former  case,  was  caused  by  the 
collapse  of  the  station  building.  The  wife  of  Surfman  Krouse,  the  wife 
and  child  of  Surfman  Boetger,  and  a  camper  named  Richard  Hanson 
were  also  drowned.  The  surviving  members  of  the  station  crew,  badly 
cut  and  bruised,  reached  land  18  or  20  miles  distant  from  the  station 
after  drifting  in  the  Gulf  for  periods  varying  from  24  to  46  hours. 

No  loss  of  life  occurred  at  the  Galveston  station.  On  the  contrary, 
it  appears  that  in  the  early  hours  of  the  hurricane  the  station  crew 
effected  the  rescue  of  18  people,  carrying  them  from  the  island  upon 
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which  the  station  stood  to  the  city  of  Galveston.  If  the  crew  had 
remained  at  the  station  doubtless  some  or  all  of  the  men  would  have 
perished,  as  the  station  was  swept  away  by  the  flood. 

At  the  Velasco  station  temporary  quarters  were  immediately 
secured  at  the  Brazos  Lighthouse,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Bureau 
of  Lighthouses,  permitting  an  early  resumption  of  station  duties. 
A  new  site  has  been  secured  near  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  River 
which  will  afford  the  best  obtainable  facilities  for  the  work  of  the 
Coast  Guard.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for  a  new  station. 

At  the  San  Luis  station  a  building  was  at  once  erected  to  provide 
temporary  quarters  for  the  crew.  This  will  serve  as  a  boathouse 
when  the  main  station  building,  for  which  plans  have  been  completed, 
has  been  erected.  The  new  buildings  will  provide  better  facilities 
and  are  designed  to  afford  greater  protection  against  such  contingen¬ 
cies  in  the  future. 

Temporary  quarters  were  immediately  obtained  for  the  keeper  and 
crew  of  the  Galveston  station  in  the  immigration  station  adjoining, 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Bureau  of  Immigration,  enabling  that 
unit  of  the  Coast  Guard  to  continue  its  operations  without  serious 
interruption.  Negotiations  are  in  progress  having  in  view  the  per¬ 
manent  occupancy  of  this  building,  which  is  found  to  be  well  suited 
to  the  needs  of  the  service. 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR  MAINTENANCE  OF  COAST 

GUARD. 

Statement  showing  appropriations  and  expenditures  for  maintenance  of  the  Coast  Guard 

for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1916. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 


Coast  Guard,  1916. — For  every  expenditure  requisite  for  and  incident 
to  the  authorized  work  of  the  Coast  Guard,  as  follow: 

For  pay  and  allowances  prescribed  by  law  for  commissioned  offi¬ 
cers,  warrant  officers,  petty  officers,  and  other  enlisted  men, 
active  and  retired,  not  exceeding  21  cadets  and  cadet  engineers 

who  are  hereby  authorized,  and  f  civilian  instructor . $3,  759, 000.  00 

For  rations  or  commutation  thereof  for  warrant  officers,  petty  offi¬ 
cers,  and  other  enlisted  men .  423, 600.  00 

For  12  clerks  to  district  superintendents,  at  such  rate  as  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  may  determine,  not  to  exceed  $900  each.  10,  800.  00 

For  fuel  and  water  for  vessels,  stations,  and  houses  of  refuge .  277,  000.  00 

For  outfits,  sliip  chandlery,  and  engineers’  stores  for  the  same -  308,  600.  00 

For  rebuilding  and  repairing  stations  and  houses  of  refuge,  tempo¬ 
rary  leases,  rent,  and  improvements  of  property  for  Coast  Guard 

purposes,  including  use  of  additional  land  where  necessary .  157, 400.  00 

For  actual  traveling  expenses  or  mileage,  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  officers,  and  actual  traveling  ex¬ 
penses  for  other  persons  traveling  on  duty  under  orders  from  the 

Treasury  Department .  36, 500.  00 

For  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  sections  7  and  8  of  the  act  ap¬ 
proved  May  4,  1882 .  50,  000.  00 

For  draft  animals  and  their  maintenance .  18,  500.  00 

For  telephone  lines  and  care  of  the  same .  12,  500.  00 

For  compensation  for  special  services .  64,  000.  00 


For  contingent  expenses,  including  supplies  and  provisions  for 
houses  of  refuge  and  for  shipwrecked  persons  succored  by  the 
Coast  Guard,  wharfage,  towage,  freight,  storage,  repairs  to  sta¬ 
tion  apparatus,  advertising,  surveys,  medals,  stationery,  labor, 
newspapers  and  periodicals  for  statistical  purposes,  and  all  other 
necessary  expenses  which  are  not  included  under  any  other 
heading .  50,  000.  00 


In  all,  for  the  Coast  Guard 


5, 167,  900.  00 
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DEFICIENCY  APPROPRIATION,  COAST  GUARD. 

To  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  Coast  Guard,  1916, 


contingent  expenses .  $8,  593.  86 

Total  for  maintenance  Coast  Guard ...» .  5, 176,  493.  86 

Repairs  to  Coast  Guard  cutters,  1916: 

For  repairs  to  Coast  Guard  cutters . . .  175,  000.  00 


Repairing  and  rebuilding  Coast  Guard  stations,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  1916 
and  1917: 

Urgent  deficiency  act,  February  28,  1916:  ‘‘For  construction  and 
repair  work  made  urgently  necessary,  owing  to  the  destruction 
of  the  Galveston,  San  Luis,  and  Velasco  Coast  Guard  stations 
by  a  hurricane  in  August,  1915,  $67,147.20,  to  continue  available 
during  the  fiscal  year  1917  ” .  67, 147.  20 

NEW  CONSTRUCTION. 

Cutters. — Construction  of  two  revenue  cutters:  Original  appropriation,  i 


act  August  1,  1914:  Toward  the  construction  of  two  revenue  cutters 
authorized  by  the  act  approved  June  24,  1914,  entitled  “An  act  to 
provide  for  the  construction  of  two  revenue  cutters,”  $165,000;  and 
authority  is  hereby  given  to  contract  for  the  construction  of  said 
revenue  cutters  within  the  limit  of  cost  heretofore  fixed  for  each  of 

them . . .  165,  000.  00 

Additional  appropriation,  act  March  3,  1915: 

For  the  completion  of  two  revenue  (Coast  Guard)  cutters,  author¬ 
ized  by  the  act  approved  June  24,  1914,  and  within  their  re¬ 
spective  limits  of  cost,  to  be  immediately  available .  310,  000.  00 

Total  appropriation .  475,000.00 


Stations. — Establishing  Coast  Guard  stations:  Balance  on  hand  July  1, 

1915 . . .  42,267.53 

No  appropriation  for  fiscal  year  1916. 


EXPENDITURES,  COAST  GUARD,  1916. 

Pay  and  allowances: 

Commissioned  officers — 

Pay  active  list  (including  cadets 

and  instructor) . . .  $667,699.81 

Pay  retired  list . .  192,  343.  19 

Commutation  for  quarters .  26,  969.  80 

Heat  and  light .  5,  257.  70 

-  $892,270.50 

Warrant  officers  and  enlisted  men — 

Pay  active  list .  2,  555, 147.  87 

Pav  retired  list .  143,  991.  89 

Commutation  for  quarters . .  1,  616.  34 

Clothing  allowance .  101,  230.  00 

-  2,  801,  986.  10 


Rations : 

Commuted .  261,144.60 

In  kind . . .  162,402.43 


Clerks  to  district  superintendents . 

Fuel  and  water: 

Coal . 

Fuel  oil . 

Wood . 

Water . 

Outfits,  ship  chandlery,  etc . 

Rebuilding  and  repairing  stations,  etc. : 


Rebuilding  and  repairing .  134,  739.  47 

Temporary  leases,  etc . * .  18,  991.  31 

Rental  submarine  signal  apparatus .  1, 163.  70 


$3,  694,  256.  60 

423,  547.  03 
10,  759.  16 

>  258,  903.  78 

306,  803.  53 


56947°— 16 - 3 


154,  894.  48 
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Travel . . . > .  $34,856.34 

Provisions  act  May  4,  1882  (disability  claims) .  11,  240.  15 

Draft  animals  and  their  maintenance .  18,  323.  67 

Telephone  lines .  12,  478.  01 

Special  services:  Pay  of  civilian  employees  in  the  field,  including  care¬ 
takers  of  stations  where  necessary  . . .  * .  61,  690.  75 

Contingent  expenses: 

Advertising . $646.  19 

Burial  of  seamen .  180.  00 

Communication  service .  11,  609.  64 

Courts,  etc . ! .  941.  43 

Furnishing  of  light,  heat,  power,  etc .  912.  84 

Labor .  2,  861.  83 

Medals .  986.  83 

Newspapers  and  periodicals .  283.  28 

Pilotage .  264.  80 

Stationery .  2,  600.  00 

Subsistence  and  support  of  persons .  435.  79 

Repairs  to  station  apparatus .  17,  813.  41 

Transportation  of  things .  16, 141.  40 

Miscellaneous .  785.  83 

-  56,  463.  27 


Total  expenditures . c , .  5,  044,  217.  77 

Unexpended  balance . .  132,  276.  09 


Amount  of  appropriations 


5, 176,  493.  86 


Repairs  to  Coast  Guard  cutters .  171,  424.  34 

Unexpended  balance . . .  3,  575.  66 


Amount  of  appropriation . .  175,  000.  00 


Repairing  and  rebuilding  Coast  Guard  Stations,  Gulf  of  Mexico,  1916 
and  1917: 

Amount  of  appropriation .  67, 147.  20 

Expended . ' .  69.23 


Unexpended  balance,  June  30,  1916 .  67,  077.  97 


NEW  CONSTRUCTION. 


Construction  of  two  revenue  cutters:  . 

Total  cost  ,  No.  26,  Ossipee .  222,  085.  50 

Total  cost,  No.  27,  Tallapoosa . , .  239, 144. 19 


Total  expenditure . < . . .  461,  229.  69 

Unexpended  balance .  13,  770.  31 


Amount  of  appropriation .  475, 000.  00 


Establishing  Coast  Guard  stations: 

Balance  July  1,  1915 .  42,  267.  53 

Expended .  560.  28 


Unexpended  balance  June  30,  1916 .  41,  707.  25 


ADMINISTRATIVE  MEASURES. 

REORGANIZATION. 

During  the  past  year  the  organization  of  the  Coast  Guard,  as  con¬ 
templated  by  the  act  of  January  28,  1915,  was  completed  and  a 
comprehensive  set  of  regulations  to  govern  this  new  branch  of  the 
public  service  has  been  promulgated.'  Coincident  with  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  organization,  and  as  required  by  section  2  of  the  act 
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named,  Mr.  Sumner  I.  Kimball,  the  general  superintendent  of  the 
former  Life-Saving  Service,  was  placed  on  the  retired  list  at  three- 
quarters  pay,  and  the  offices  of  general  superintendent  and  assistant 
general  superintendent  have  been  discontinued. 

The  committee  representing  the  Navy  and  the  Coast  Guard,  which 
was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  making  recommendations  concern¬ 
ing  such  interdepartmental  regulations  and  arrangements  as  might 
be  necessary  to  make  the  Coast  Guard  most  effective  as  an  adjunct 
to  the  Navy  for  the  national  defense,  as  contemplated  by  law,  com¬ 
pleted  its  labors  and  submitted  its  report.  The  recommendations 
of  the  committee  were  approved  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury 
and  Navy,  and  under  date  of  May  2,  1916,  an  Executive  order  was 
issued  defining  the  status  of  the  Coast  Guard  when  operating  as  a 
part  of  the  Navy;  such  portions  of  its  recommendations  as  contem¬ 
plated  additional  legislation  were  submitted  to  the  Congress  for  its 
action,  with  the  result  that  the  necessaiy  measures  are  now  em¬ 
bodied  in  the  pending  naval  appropriation  bill,  with  favorable  pros¬ 
pects  of  ultimate  enactment. 


RETIREMENTS. 

Under  the  several  provisions  of  the  Coast  Guard  act  a  total  of  129 
persons  have  been  retired  from  active  service,  as  follows : 


In  accordance  with  the  act  ap¬ 
proved  January  28,  1915: 

1  general  superintendent. 

Having  reached  the  age  of  64 
years: 

COMMISSIONED  OFFICER. 

I  senior  captain. 

WARRANT  OFFICERS. 

7  keepers. 

PETTY  OFFICERS. 

3  No.  1  surfmen. 

OTHER  ENLISTED  MEN. 

II  surfmen. 

For  physical  disability  upon  the 
recommendation  of  a  retiring 
board: 

COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS. 

1  captain  of  engineers. 

1  first  lieutenant. 

WARRANT  OFFICERS. 

7  keepers. 

1  boatswain. 


PETTY  OFFICERS. 

1  master  at  arms. 

3  No.  1  surfmen. 

OTHER  ENLISTED  MEN. 

20  sutfmen. 

i 

Having  completed  more  than  30 
years’  service: 

COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS. 

2  captains. 

1  captain  of  engineers. 

WARRANT  OFFICER8. 

1  master’s  mate. 

26  keepers. 

3  machinists. 

PETTY  OFFICERS. 

13  No.  1  surfmen. 

OTHER  ENLISTED  MEN. 

26  surfmen. 
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DISCIPLINE. 

During  the  }^ear  70  general  courts  and  120  minor  courts  were 
convened  for  the  trial  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Coast  Guard,  being  a 
decrease  of  44  in  number  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
There  were  brought  to  trial  5  commissioned  officers,  1  warrant  officer, 
and  179  enlisted  men,  5  of  whom  were  brought  to  trial  twice  during 
the  year.  The  trials  resulted  in  6  acquittals,  and  182  convictions, 
2  cases  being  uncompleted  because  of  desertion  before  final  action. 
The  reviewing  authority  disapproved  3  acquittals  and  1  conviction, 
and  remitted  the  sentences  in  2  cases.  The  department  has  contin¬ 
ued  the  policy  of  suspending  sentence  and  placing  on  probation 
men  who  have  been  convicted  of  desertion  and  other  offenses  against 
discipline  (not  essentially  of  a  criminal  nature),  when  the  sentence 
imposed  involves  imprisonment  or  other  serious  punishment,  and 
there  is  a  recommendation  for  clemency,  or  there  appear  to  be  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  extenuation.  During  the  year  sentences  were  sus¬ 
pended  and  the  men  put  on  probation  in  30  cases.  In  each  case  the 
officer  in  responsible  charge  of  the  unit  was  required  to  submit 
monthly  reports  on  the  conduct  of  the  probationer,  and  a  final 
report,  with  recommendation,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
enlistment.  Of  these  30  cases,  4  sentences  were  remitted,  4  miti¬ 
gated,  and  11  finally  approved;  7  cases  have  not  yet  been  completed, 
but  the  conduct  of  each  probationer  is  reported  good;  and  in  the 
remaining  4  cases  the  probationer  deserted.  Dining  the  past  year 
it  has  been  necessary  to  put  into  effect  sentences  involving  imprison¬ 
ment  in  only  5  instances.  Since  the  probation  system  was  inaugu¬ 
rated  in  1910,  sentences  have  been  suspended  in  101  cases,  final  action 
resulting  as  follows:  Honorable  discharge  30,  ordinary  discharge  18, 
bad  conduct  discharge  6,  dishonorable  discharge  21,  reduction  in 
rating  1,  imprisonment  approved  2,  deserted  16,  uncoirmleted  7;  in 
15  cases  the  disability  of  desertion  has  been  removed.  It  is  gratify¬ 
ing  to  note  that  in  very  many  cases  the  men  have  shown  an  earnest 
desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  afforded  to  regain  their 
former  status. 

COAST  GUARD  ACADEMY. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  20  cadets  and  cadet  engineers  have  been 
under  instruction  at  the  academy  at  New  London,  Conn.  Three 
cadet  engineers  successfully  completed  the  prescribed  course  and 
were  commissioned  third  lieutenants  of  engineers  in  August,  1915, 
and  the  same  month  seven  cadets  and  two  cadet  engineers  were 
appointed.  Two  cadets  and  one  cadet  engineer  resigned.  The 
annual  cruise  of  the  cutter  Itasca  with  the  cadets  covered  the  period 
between  June  5  and  September  30,  1915.  The  winter  term  at  the 
academy  is  devoted  to  theoretical  studies,  while  the  cruise  of  the 
Itasca  affords  the  opportunity  for  practical  instruction  of  cadets  dur¬ 
ing  the  varying  conditions  of  weather  at  sea  in  seamanship,  naviga¬ 
tion,  engineering,  gunnery,  etc.  The  junior  cadets  are  given  actual 
experience  on  deck,  in  the  boats,  and  in  the  fireroom,  while  the  senior 
cadets  are  required  to  perform,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
the  officers,  the  actual  duties  of  navigating  the  vessel  and  of  handling 
her,  both  in  the  engine  room  and  on  the  bridge.  The  number  of 
cadets  being  limited,  considerable  individual  instruction  is  possible, 
and  there  is  opportunity  to  give  each  cadet  extensive  practice  in 
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performing  important  duties,  all  of  which  tends  to  develop  confidence 
and  self-reliance,  and  better  prepares  them  for  the  responsibilities 
of  commissioned  officers. 

Competitive  examinations  were  held  in  June,  1916,  to  select  the 
new  class  which  will  enter  the  academy  in  August,  and  in  order  to 
obtain  a  wide  field  for  competition  the  examinations  were  held  at 
the  following  cities:  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
Washington,  Norfolk,  Savannah,  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Seattle,  and 
San  Francisco.  (See  recommendation  p.  36.) 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  ON  CUTTERS. 

The  number  of  cruising  cutters  to  which  medical  officers  of  the 
Public  Health  Service  are  regularly  assigned  has  been  increased  by 
three,  making  a  total  of  10  cutters  now  provided  with  surgeons.  It 
is  hoped  that  during  the  coming  fiscal  year  it  will  be  possible  to 
assign  surgeons  to  all  the  remaining  cutters,  for  aside  from  Jhe 
necessity  for  the  services  of  a  medical  officer  on  each  cutter  to  con¬ 
serve  the  health  of  a  crew  totaling  an  average  of  70  persons,  who  are 
frequently  engaged  in  work  involving  hazard  and  exposure,  all 
cruising  cutters  are  frequently  called  upon  for  medical  or  surgical 
aid  by  the  crews  of  merchant  vessels  at  sea  or  in  remote  places. 
When  a  surgeon  is  available  much  unnecessary  suffering  is  alleviated 
among  seafaring  men  along  our  coasts,  and  undoubtedly  at  times 
seamen’s  lives  are  saved  through  this  prompt  medical  attention. 

AVIATION. 

In  the  saving  of  human  life  and  property  from  the  ravages  of  the 
elements,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  functions  of  the  Coast  Guard, 
advantage  should  be  taken  of  all  new  inventions  and  methods. 
Aviation  has  advanced  to  such  a  stage  that  air  craft  as  now  con¬ 
structed  and  developed  can  be  used  most  advantageously  in  activities 
of  the  Coast  Guard.  When  a  shipwreck  occurs  too  far  from  the 
shore  to  be  reached  with  the  line-throwing  gun,  and  the  state  of  the 
sea  makes  it  impossible  to  use  the  service  boats,  it  is  believed  possible 
to  carry  a  line  to  the  wreck  by  means  of  an  aeroplane,  and  thereby 
effect  the  rescue  of  persons  who  might  otherwise  perish.  The  find¬ 
ing  of  derelicts  soon  after  they  are  first  reported  is  of  such  vital 
importance,  that  their  ultimate  recovery  and  removal  from  the 
paths  of  commerce  ofttimes  depends  entirely  upon  the  rapidity  with 
which  they  are  definitely  located.  The  value  of  aeroplanes  hi  this 
connection  has  passed  beyond  the  realm  of  speculation,  and  there 
is  now  no  doubt  that  the  use  of  air  craft  will  greatly  facilitate  this 
important  work  by  the  Coast  Guard.  Anticipating  that  the  Coast 
Guard  must  adopt  this  new  method  of  life-saving  as  soon  as  prac¬ 
ticable,  three  junior  officers  have  already  been  assigned  to  undergo 
training  at  naval  aviation  and  private  schools  in  order  to  form  the 
nucleus  of  a  force  trained  for  aviation  purposes.  The  desirability 
of  providing  aviation  stations  and  equipment  for  the  Coast  Guard 
has  been  represented  to  Congress,  with  the  result  that  authority  to 
undertake  this  additional  function  has  been  incorporated  in  the 
pending  naval  appropriation  bill.  Aside  from  the  humanitarian 
possibilities  of  this  proposition,  the  fact  must  not  be  overlooked  that 
aviation  facilities  provided  for  the  Coast  Guard  will  be  a  valuable 
addition  to  naval  aviation  equipment  in  time  of  war. 
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REPAIR  DEPOT  AT  ARUNDEL  COVE,  MD. 

In  making  repairs  to  cutters,  in  the  construction  of  small  boats,  and 
in  the  manufacture  of  awnings,  bags,  hammocks,  and  other  items 
of  outfit,  the  requirements  of  the  Coast  Guard  have  grown  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  increase  the  facilities  of  the 
repair  depot  at  Arundel  Cove,  Md.  With  comparatively  small  ex¬ 
pense  to  the  Government  this  plant  has  been  developed  until  it 
reached  the  stage  that  its  importance  demanded  it  be  put  in  a  more 
efficient  condition.  From  the  lack  of  funds,  the  power  and  heat¬ 
ing  plant  of  the  depot  has  been  extemporized  from  condemned 
boilers  and  other  parts  of  worn-out  machinery  from  the  cutters. 
Naturally  as  the  demands  upon  such  a  plant  increase,  it  becomes 
less  economical  in  operation.  Consequently  a  board  was  appointed 
to  investigate  conditions  and  submit  recommendations  for  the  econo¬ 
mizing  of  the  power  plant,  and  also  to  formulate  a  comprehensive 
plan  for  the  gradual  expansion  of  facilities  at  the  depot.  As  the 
result  of  a  preliminary  report  of  the  board  the  shops  and  grounds 
are  now  being  wired  for  the  introduction  of  electricity  to  furnish 
the  light  and  power  necessary  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  station. 
An  advantageous  contract  has  been  entered  into  with  a  local  power 
plant  for  furnishing  sufficient  current  at  a  rate  that  will  effect  a 
considerable  saving  in  the  annual  fuel  bill.  By  a  rearrangement  of 
existing  buildings  a  larger  and  more  accessible  boat  shop  has  been 
provided  and  a  much  needed  storehouse  improvised.  At  the  depot 
during  the  past  fiscal  year  the  extensive  repairs  to  the  Comanche 
(formerly  the  Window)  were  completed;  the  rebuilding  of  the  1 1Z- 
gonquin  has  proceeded  satisfactorily;  the  repairs  to  the  Androscoggin 
completed;  extensive  repairs  to  the  Yamacraw  were  begun;  and 
minor  repairs  were  also  made  to  the  Apache,  Guthrie,  Wissahickon, 
Pamlico ,  Itasca,  and  several  smaller  craft.  The  depot  has  supplied 
the  usual  needs  of  the  cutters  in  the  matter  of  small  boats,  awnings, 
etc.,  and  in  addition,  work  has  been  commenced  on  a  iiew  type  of 
36-foot  power  lifeboat  for  use  at  the  stations.  With  the  additional 
and  improved  facilities  in  contemplation  it  is  expected  in  the  future 
to  be  able  to  manufacture  a  considerable  number  of  power  life  and 
surf  boats  at  this  plant. 

VESSELS  ADD  STATIONS. 

Construction. — The  $ew  station  at  Mackinac  Island,  Mich.,  au¬ 
thorized  August  24,  1912,  has  been  completed  and  put  in  commission. 
A  site  has  been  secured  for  the  new  station  at  Siuslaw  Fiver,  Oreg., 
authorized  March  4,  1915,  and  plans  are  now  in  preparation.  Con¬ 
siderable  difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  finding  an  available  site 
that  would  meet  the  requirements  for  the  new  station  at  Duxbury 
Reef,  Cal.,  authorized  March  3,  1915.  Such  a  site  has  now  been 
found  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  secure  title. 

The  following  stations  have  been  rebuilt  or  extensivelv  repaired: 

Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts. — The  stations  at  Point  of  Woods,  N.  Y., 
and  Cape  Fear,  N.  C.,  have  been  rebuilt;  at  Rockaway,  N.  Y.,  and 
Sandy  Hook,  N.  J.,  the  buildings  have  been  removed  to  new  sites; 
at  Quoddy  Plead,  Me.,  Damiscove  Island,  Me.,  Chatham,  Mass., 
Monomoy,  Mass.,  Fishers  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  Portsmouth,  N.  C.,  the 
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launching  facilities  have  been  extensively  improved;  at  San  Luis, 
Tex.,  a  new  building  has  been  erected;  and  at  Velasco,  Tex.,  the 
desired  site,  upon  which  to  construct  new  buildings  to  replace  those 
destroyed  in  a  hurricane,  has  been  secured  and  plans  for  rebuilding 
have  been  completed. 

Pacific  coast. — The  station  at  Coos  Bay,  Oreg.,  and  the  boathouse 
at  Fort  Point,  Cal.,  have  been  rebuilt. 

Great  Lakes. — The  stations  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
have  been  rebuilt,  and  a  rock  breakwater  constructed  at  Marblehead, 
Ohio. 

Contracts  have  been  awarded  or  work  begun  in  connection  with 
the  following  projects:  At  Plum  Island,  Mass.,  Smith  Island,  Va., 
Hatteras  Inlet,  N.  C.,  Cape -Lookout,  N.  C.,  Point  Betsie,  Mich., 
and  White  River,  Mich.,  new  buildings  or  extensive  repairs;  at 
Lewes,  Del.,  Smith  Island,  Va.,  Pentwater,  Mich.,  and  Plum  Island, 
Wis.,  improvement  of  launching  facilities. 

Equipment. — The  old  radio  installations  on  the  Bear  and  Y amacraw 
have  been  replaced  with  modern  apparatus.  In  addition  to  modern 
radio  sets  installed  on  the  new  cutters  Ossipee  and  Tallapoosa ,  these 
vessels  have  been  equipped  with  auxiliary  radio  sets  and  small 
portable  radio  sets.  (See  recommendation,  p.  33.) 

Two  36-foot  self-bailing,  self-righting  motor  lifeboats,  and  7  self¬ 
bailing  motor  surfboats,  have  been  completed  and  put  into  service; 
2  lifeboats  and  3  surfboats  are  now  building  under  contract. 

Sale  of  the  Thetis. — This  cutter,  originally  a  Dundee  whaler,  was 
bought  by  the  United  States  Navy  for  duty  in  connection  with  the 
Greely  relief  expedition  in  1883.  In  1900,  after  being  used  as  a 
gunboat  by  the  Navy,  was  transferred  by  act  of  Congress  to  the 
Revenue-Cutter  Service  for  duty  in  Alaskan  waters.  During  the 
past  five  years,  although  frequently  repaired  and  patched  up  for 
duty  in  the  waters  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  she  finally  became  so 
deteriorated,  both  in  hull  and  machinery,  as  to  be  unfit  for  further 
use  by  the  Coast  Guard.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  construction  and  the  engineer  in  chief,  orders  were 
issued  by  headquarters  to  have  her  convoyed  from  her  station  at 
Honolulu  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  where  she  was  advertised  for  sale. 
Proposals  for  her  purchase  were  opened  on  May  15,  1916,  and  satis¬ 
factory  bids  being  received,  the  highest  was  accepted;  the  vessel 
was  transferred  to  the  new  owners  on  June  9,  1916,  and  stricken 
from  the  list  of  Coast  Guard  cutters. 

Discontinuance  of  New  Inlet  station. — This  station  was  authorized 
by  act  of  May  4,  1882,  and  was  originally  located  about  21  miles  south 
of  Pea  Island  station  and  II  miles  north  of  the  Chicamacomico  station, 
all  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  Some  years  after  its  establish¬ 
ment,  owing  to  the  encroachment  of  the  sea  and  the  formation  of 
sloughs  in  its  vicinity,  it  became  necessary  to  move  the  buildings  to 
another  site.  Later  on  it  had  to  be  again  moved.  The  erosion  of 
the  beach  finally  left  the  station  on  a  low  marshy  island  surrounded 
by  deep  channels,  which  rendered  it  practically  impossible  to  main¬ 
tain  efficient  patrols.  In  1908  the  buildings  had  to  be  abandoned, 
and  temporary  structures  erected  at  a  point  only  2  miles  north  of 
Chicamacomico  station.  Here  the  beach  is  low  and  at  times  the  pa¬ 
trols  can  not  be  maintained.  To  continue  this  station  would  require 
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new  buildings  very  soon.  The  Pea  Island  station  will  have  to  be 
extensively  repaired  or  rebuilt  in  the  near  future.  By  moving  the 
site  of  the  latter  station  further  to  the  south,  arrangements  can  be 
made  whereby  an  efficient  patrol  may  be  maintained  by  the  Pea 
Island  station,  and  the  Chicamacomico  station,  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  New  Inlet  station.  It  was  therefore  deemed  advisable  in  the 
interests  of  economical  administration  to  abandon  the  New  Inlet 
station.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
contained  in  the  act  approved  May  4,  1882,  therefore,  officially  dis¬ 
continued  this  station  on  February  17,  1916,  as  ill  the  opinions  of 
those  in  authority  the  interests  of  commerce  and  humanity  no  longer 
required  its  existence  and  maintenance. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

NEW  CUTTERS. 

Detroit ,  Mich. — The  Morrill ,  which  has  headquarters  at  this  port 
and  is  assigned  to  the  important  duties  of  patrolling  the  waters  of 
Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  St.  Clair,  and  Huron,  and  rendering  aid  to  vessels 
in  distress,  has  outlived  her  usefulness.  Built  in  1889,  she  is  now  27 
years  old,  and  is  too  antiquated  and  entirely  inadequate  in  size  and 
power  effectively  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  a  cruising  cutter. 
Since  she  was  constructed  the  average  size  of  merchant  vessels, 
which  she  is  called  upon  to  assist,  has  more  than  doubled.  The  ton¬ 
nage  of  vessels  passing  by  Detroit  each  year  is  greater  than  at  any 
other  point  in  the  United  States,  if  not  in  the  world,  and  a  modern  and 
more  powerful  cutter  is  urgently  needed  on  this  station.  It  is 
therefore  recommended  that  Congress  be  requested  to  appropriate 
$350,000  for  the  construction  of  a  new  cruising  cutter  to  replace  the 
Morrill. 

Honolulu,  Hawaii. — -As  elsewhere  stated  in  this  report,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  condemn  and  dispose  of  the  old  cutter  Thetis, 
formerly  stationed  at  Honolulu.  This  leaves  no  vessel  available  for 
duty  in  connection  with  patrolling  the  waters  of  the  Hawaiian  group 
and  the  outlying  Midway  and  Laysan  Islands  of  the  Pacific.  Assist¬ 
ance  to  vessels  in  distress  in  the  vicinity  of  the  important  shipping 
center  of  Honolulu,  the  enforcement  of  neutrality  and  navigation 
laws,  and  the  other  duties  of  the  Coast  Guard,  should  not  be  neglected, 
as  there  is  urgent  need  for  an  efficient  new  vessel  to  carry  on  this 
work.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  Congress  be  asked  for  an 
appropriation  of  $400,000  to  provide  a  cutter  for  replacing  the  Thetis. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. — The  vicinity  of  Cape  Hatteras  is,  as  is  well  known, 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  localities  in  American  waters,  and  a  great 
many  vessels  annually  meet  disaster  there.  It  might  well  be  termed 
the  birthplace  of  derelicts,  as  10  years  of  experience  with  the  sys¬ 
tematic  destruction  of  derelicts  has  shown  that  the  majority  of  these 
floating  menaces  originate  within  a  radius  of  50  miles  of  Hatteras. 
On  the  occasion  of  severe  blows  there  are  sometimes  from  5  to  10 
mishaps  to  passing  vessels  within  a  day  or  two.  Calls  for  help  are 
sent  out  broadcast,  but  can  not  be  answered  promptly — sometimes 
not  at  all,  as  the  only  two  available  cutters  are  the  Onondaga,  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  the  Seminole ,  with  headquarters  at 
Wilmington,  N.  C.  In  such  times  both  these  vessels  have  much  more 
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assistance  work  than  they  can  attend  to,  and  there  is  urgent  need  for 
another  vessel  in  that  vicinity.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  a 
new  cutter  be  authorized  for  duty  around  Cape  Hatteras,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.  This  is  the  closest  port  to  the  cape,  and 
prompt  assistance  can  be  rendered  from  that  port  as  a  base  of  opera¬ 
tions.  It  is  estimated  that  an  efficient  vessel  for  these  duties  will 
cost  $350,000. 

RADIO  EQUIPMENT. 

Owing  to  lack  of  funds  it  has  been  impossible  to  install  modern 
radio  sets  on  10  of  the  cruising  cutters,  and  these  vessels  are  still 
equipped  with  the  apparatus  originally  installed  years  ago.  This 
apparatus  is  obsolete  and  inefficient,  and  in  consequence  these  vessels 
are  seriously  handicapped  in  the  performance  of  their  emergent 
duties.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  an  act  of  Congress  requires 
the  installation  of  auxiliary  radio  apparatus  on  seagoing  merchant 
vessels,  nine  of  the  cruising  cutters  are  not  so  provided,  because  of 
the  lack  of  funds.  It  is  recommended  that  Congress  be  requested 
to  provide  additional  appropriations  to  remedy  these  serious  defects. 

TELEPHONE  LINES. 

For  the  transmission  of  information  relative  to  marine  disasters 
and  to  facilitate  the  saving  of  life  and  property  along  the  seacoast, 
the  Coast  Guard  owns  and  maintains  approximately  1,500  miles 
of  telephone  lines  and  cables  extending  along  the  coasts  of  the  United 
States.  These  lines  connect  Coast  Guard  stations  with  each  other, 
and  with  lookouts,  lighthouses,  radio  stations,  and  other  prominent 
lookout  points  along  the  coast.  The  lines  generally  are  in  poor 
condition,  due  to  lack  of  sufficient  appropriation  to  keep  them  in 
proper  repair.  The  majority  of  instruments  in  use  are  of  an  obsolete 
type  and  approximately  half  the  lines,  including  several  of  the  most 
important  sections,  are  of  the  grounded  type,  and  on  account  of 
induction  and  other  causes,  satisfactory  service  cannot  be  obtained. 
In  order  that  calls  for  assistance  may  reach  stations  promptly,  the 
Coast  Guard  lines  should  be  modernized  and  connected  with  lines 
of  commercial  companies  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  whole  system 
extended  so  that  all  Coast  Guard  stations  and  all  prominent  light¬ 
houses  and  other  points  so  located  as  to  be  advantageous  lookout 
points  for  disasters  at  sea,  would  be  connected  with  a  proper  system 
of  communication  for  transmitting  such  information  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  prompt  rendering  of  assistance.  The  present  lines 
can  be  put  in  efficient  condition  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $50,000, 
which  includes  $30,000  for  changing  the  line  from  Delaware  Bay  to 
Chesapeake  Bay  from  a  grounded  to  a  metallic  circuit,  and  making 
the  necessary  repairs  thereto,  and  $8,000  for  similar  work  on  the  line 
along  the  North  Carolina  coast.  There  are  23  Coast  Guard  stations 
situated  at  isolated  points  that  have  no  wire  connections  and  the 
operations  of  the  service  are  impaired  by  lack  of  communication 
facilities  at  these  points.  The  estimated  cost  for  the  construction  of 
telephone  lines  for  connecting  these  stations  with  the  nearest  com¬ 
mercial  telephone  or  telegraph  system  is  $85,234.  Of  this  amount 
$21,500  is  for  stations  Nos.  7  and  8,  located  on  islands  off  the  coast  of 
Maine,  and  station  No.  14,  located  off  the  coast  of  New  Hampshire, 
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and  $30,000  for  extending  the  present  Coast  Guard  line  from  Hat- 
teras  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  southward  along  the  coast  to  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina,  connecting  the  four  stations  located  on  this  desolate 
and  treacherous  shore  with  the  naval  radio  station  and  the  commer¬ 
cial  telephone  and  telegraph  system,  at  the  latter  point. 

The  importance  of  telephone  connections  for  lighthouses  as  well  as 
Coast  Guard  stations  is  emphasized,  as  their  location  is  usually  such  as 
to  form  excellent  lookouts  for  stations  and  cutters  operating  in  their 
vicinity.  There  are  on  record  a  number  of  cases  where  vessels  were 
wrecked  in  the  vicinity  of  lighthouses,  and  the  information  had  to  be 
carried  on  foot  for  several  miles  before  it  could  be  transmitted  by 
wire  to  a  source  of  assistance,  as,  for  example,  the  wreck  of  the  S.  S. 
Bear  about  2  miles  north  of  Cape  Mendocino  light  station  and  the 
wreck  of  the  Steamer  Shnayak  in  the  vicinity  of  Point  Sur  Light 
station.  These  matters  are  now  being  studied  by  an  inter-depart¬ 
mental  board,  which  has  been  appointed  by  the  President  to  con¬ 
sider  the  various  means  of  communication  now  under  the  control  of 
the  several  executive  departments,  and  to  submit  recommendations 
relative  to  the  extension  and  improvement  of  coastal  communications. 

While  the  expenditures  incident  to  placing  the  communication 
lines  of  the  Coast  Guard  in  efficient  condition  are  fully  warranted 
in  the  interest  of  life  and  property  along  our  coasts  in  times  of  peace, 
the  fact  must  not  be  overlooked  that  the  necessary  funds  would  be 
well  expended  if  only  for  purposes  of  national  defense.  The  same 
equipment  and  trained  personnel  will  be  available  for  instant  use  as  a 
coastal  communication  system  in  time  of  national  emergency.  The 
great  length  of  our  sea  coast  makes  it  imperative  that  we,  more  than 
any  other  nation,  should  be  prepared  with  a  highly  efficient  system 
of  coastal  communication,  and  fortunately  the  necessary  facilities  for 
this  purpose  are  alike  of  value  to  the  people  both  in  peace  and  in  war. 

COMMUTED  RATIONS. 

The  warrant  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Coast  Guard  are 
subsisted  by  the  Government.  On  cruising  cutters  rations  in  kind 
are  issued  to  the  enlisted  men  through  the  medium  of  the  general 
mess.  The  warrant  officers  have  a  separate  mess,  and  for  this  mess 
rations  in  kind  are  commuted — each  warrant  officer  receiving  a 
money  allowance  with  which  to  defray  the  cost  of  their  subsistence. 
At  Coast  Guard  stations  and  on  harbor  cutters  and  launches  the 
rations  for  both  enlisted  men  and  warrant  officers  are  commuted. 
Rations  in  kind  are  purchased  under  contract  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  various  cruising  cutters,  and  the  average  cost  of  the  daily 
ration  for  one  man  in  the  current  fiscal  year  is  $0,475.  The  average 
cost  of  rations  for  the  fiscal  years  1916,  1915,  1914,  and  1913,  was 
$0,483,  $0,475,  $0,483,  and  $0,432,  respectively.  Under  the  law 
rations  are  commuted  at  the  rate  of  $0.30,  and  it  is  clear  that,  with 
the  food  prices  prevailing  for  the  past  few  years,  it  is  utterly  impossible 
for  men  to  be  subsisted  on  an  allowance  of  $0.30  a  day.  In  addition, 
the  several  messes  to  which  commuted  rations  are  issued  are  com¬ 
posed  of  a  small  number  of  men,  usually  not  exceeding  10,  whereas 
the  general  mess,  to  which  rations  in  kind  are  issued,  consists  of 
from  30  to  50  men  and  it  is  a  fact  that  it  costs  more  per  man  to 
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subsist  a  small  number,  than  to  subsist  a  large  number,  because  in 
purchasing  food  in  larger  quantities  more  advantageous  unit  prices 
can  be  secured.  The  contracts  for  ration  supplies  are  awarded  after 
wide  advertisement  and  open  competition,  and  as  the  Government 
can  not  purchase  the  ration  for  less  than  $0.47  it  is  manifestly  unfair 
to  expect  some  men  to  subsist  themselves  on  an  allowance  of  $0.30. 
The  present  laws  limiting  the  allowance  for  a  commuted  ration  to 
$0.30  have  the  effect  of  practically  obliging  certain  of  the  warrant 
officers  and  enlisted  men  to  themselves  defray  a  portion  of  the  cost 
of  their  subsistence,  and  it  is  recommended  that  Congress  be  re¬ 
quested  to  increase  the  allowance  for  a  commuted  ration  from  $0.30 
to  $0.45. 

PAY  OF  ENLISTED  MEN. 

Many  vacancies  exist  on  nearly  all  the  cutters  at  this  time,  owing 
to  the  greater  attraction  of  larger  pay  on  vessels  of  the  merchant 
service.  On  some  cutters  these  vacancies  are  so  numerous  as  seri¬ 
ously  to  interfere  with  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  assigned 
them.  Section  2754,  Revised  Statutes,  provided  that — 

The  wages  of  petty  officers  and  seamen  of  the  Revenue-Cutter  Service  shall  not 
exceed  the  average  wages  paid  for  like  services  on  the  Atlantic  or  Pacific  coasts, 
respectively,  in  the  merchant  service. 

This  statute  provided  an  elasticity  in  the  rates  of  wages  which 
could  be  paid,  whereby  the  pay  of  the  enlisted  force  could  be  promptly 
adjusted  to  the  fluctuations  in  the  wages  of  seafaring  men,  so  as  to 
forestall  any  great  number  of  vacancies  at  any  time.  In  1908,  how¬ 
ever,  in  the  general  advance  of  wages  for  the  officers  and  enlisted 
men  of  the  military  services,  Congress  by  the  act  approved  April  16, 
1908,  provided: 

That  the  pay  of  the  enlisted  force  of  the  Revenue  Cutter  Service  shall  be  increased 
20  per  cent  over  the  pay  that  they  are  now  receiving. 

This  was  held  by  the  accounting  officers  as  having  the  effect  of 
repealing  section  2754,  Revised  Statutes,  and  therefore  the  pay  of 
all  ratings  of  the  enlisted  personnel  as  fixed  by  the  act  of  April  16, 
1908,  is  not  subject  to  change  by  administrative  authority.  It  is 
those  rates  which  now  obtain,  and  they  are  in  many  instances  far 
below  the  average  wages  paid  for  like  services  by  the  merchant 
marine  at  the  present  time.  Seamen  and  firemen  in  the  Coast  Guard 
on  the  Atlantic  coast  receive,  under  the  law,  $36  and  $38.40  per 
month,  respectively,  merchant  seamen  and  firemen  on  the  same 
coast  are  paid  $45  and  $50  per  month,  respectively.  From  past 
experiences  it  is  not  difficult  to  predict  that,  even  when  the  present 
abnormal  conditions  have  passed,  existing  rates  of  pay  for  seamen 
in  the  merchant  service  wilt  not  be  greatly  reduced.  Even  with  the 
attractions  of  allowances  for  uniform,  retired  list,  etc.,  it  is  difficult 
to  enlist  men  in  the  Coast  Guard  at  rates  considerably  below  prevail¬ 
ing  wages  in  the  merchant  service.  It  is  therefore  earnestly  recom¬ 
mended  that  Congress  be  asked  to  reenact  section  2754,  Revised 
Statutes,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  possible  to  again  pay  the  warrant 
and  enlisted  personnel  of  the  Coast  Guard  at  rates  not  exceeding 
those  prevailing  in  the  merchant  marine  for  like  services. 
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COMMISSIONED  PERSONNEL. 

In  the  last  annual  report  reference  was  made  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  young  men  to  fill 
vacancies  in  the  engineer  corps.  An  examination  of  applicants  for 
appointment  as  cadet  engineers  is  held  annually.  The  examination 
is  competitive  and  open  to  all  young  men  of  good  character  within 
the  age  limits  prescribed  by  law.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to 
advertise  existing  vacancies  and  prospective  examinations,  but  the 
result  of  the  recent  examination  in  June  was  even  less  satisfactory 
than  in  the  preceding  three  years.  Nine  applicants  were  designated 
to  take  the  examination ;  five  appeared  for  examination ;  three  failed 
physically,  one  failed  to  obtain  the  minimum  standard  in  the  written 
test,  one  passed  and  has  been  appointed.  This  leaves  nine  vacancies 
in  the  list  of  third  lieutenants  of  engineers  to  be  provided  for  out  of 
a  total  authorized  number  of  19 — approximately  one-half.  It  will 
readily  be  seen  that  if  existing  conditions  continue,  and  there  seems 
to  be  no  reasonable  prospect  that  they  will  not,  the  matter  of  obtain¬ 
ing  the  necessary  engineer  officers  will  soon  reach  an  acute  stage. 
After  most  careful  consideration  of  the  entire  subject  there  seems  to 
be  no  better  plan  to  remedy  existing  conditions  than  to  adopt  the 
amalgamation  method  which  has  been  in  operation  in  the  Navy,  and 
experience  has  amply  demonstrated  the  advisability  of  such  pro¬ 
cedure.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  Congress  be  asked  for 
the  necessary  legislation  to  combine  the  line  and  engineer  corps  of  the 
Coast  Guard  along  the  following  general  lines: 

Combine  the  several  grades  of  captains  of  engineers,  first  lieutenants 
of  engineers,  second  lieutenants  of  engineers,  and  third  lieutenants 
of  engineers  with  the  corresponding  grades  of  the  line,  the  combined 
grade  in  each  instance  to.  have  the  total  number  of  officers  now 
authorized  for  the  corresponding  two  grades.  Provision  to  be  made 
that  neither  former  line  officers  nor  former  engineer  officers  in  the 
combination  are  to  lose  any  rights  jof  promotion  which  they  now 
possess.  Former  engineer  officers  of  the  grade  of  captain  and  first 
lieutenant  to  be  continued  to  be  assigned  to  engineering  duties.  All 
officers  of  the  grade  of  second  and  third  lieutenant  to  hereafter  per¬ 
form  either  deck  or  engineering  duty  when  properly  qualified  for  the 
duties  of  the  corps  for  which  they  were  not  originally  commissioned. 
Abolish  the  position  of  cadet  engineer  and  appoint  only  cadets,  to  be 
instructed  at  the  Academy  in  both  deck  and  engineering  duties. 
Make  provision  for  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  above  the  grade  of 
second  lieutenant  to  specialize  in  engineering  along  lines  similar  to 
the  provisions  of  the  naval  appropriation  act  of  August  29,  1916. 

With  the  enactment  of  legislation  as  above  outlined,  it  is  confi¬ 
dently  believed  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  filling  all  vacancies 
promptly,  and  that  the  efficiency  of  the  service  will  be  greatly 
enhanced.  The  former  line  and  engineer  officers  will  constitute  one 
single  corps  and  the  junior  officers  will  receive  education  and  experi¬ 
ence  in  all  the  duties  required  of  a  commissioned  officer,  thus  allowing 
an  interchangeability  of  duties  which  is  found  so  necessary  in  an 
emergency  service  such  as  the  Coast  Guard. 
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CLERICAL  FORCE. 

The  Coast  Guard  act  provides  longevity  pay  and  retirement  for 
the  entire  warrant  and  enlisted  personnel.  Longevity  pay  and  retire¬ 
ment  for  30  years’  service  depend  upon  length  of  service  not  only  in 
the  Coast  Guard,  but  also  in  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Marine  Corps, 
retirement  for  disability  depends  upon  whether  such  disability  is  inci¬ 
dent  to  service.  Both  these  features  of  the  law  necessitate  keeping 
an  accurate  record  of  the  service  and  medical  history  of  4,300  offi¬ 
cers  and  men.  This  requires  a  very  considerable  amount  of  clerical 
work  in  the  personnel  section  which  was  not  necessary  in  either  the 
former  Revenue-Cutter  Service  or  Life-Saving  Service.  In  the 
former  Life-Saving  Service  there  were  6  rates  of  pay  among  the 
superintendents,  keepers,  and  surfmen;  under  the  (Toast  Guard  act 
these  men  were  transferred  from  the  Life-Saving  Service  to  the 
Coast  Guard  with  28  different  rates  of  pay.  There  was  but  one 
appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of  the  former  Revenue-Cutter 
Service  and  three  appropriations  for  the  maintenance  of  the  former 
Life-Saving  Service.  The  appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Coast  Guard  is  in  one  sum,  but  this  sum  includes  12  subheads,  and 
for  administrative  purposes  the  accounts  of  the  Coast  Guard  are 
kept  hi  accordance  with  these  subheads.  The  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  rates  of  pay  and  in  the  number  of  accounts  involves  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  work  of  the  accounting  section.  This 
increased  labor  falling  upon  the  sections  of  personnel  and  accounts 
has  been  relieved  in  part  by  the  transfer  of  two  clerks  from  the  sup¬ 
ply  section,  made  possible  by  simplifying  the  purchase  of  supplies,  but 
notwithstanding  this  assistance  two  additional  clerks  for  the  section 
of  accounts  and  one  additional  clerk  for  the  section  of  personnel  are 
urgently  needed  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  current  work  of  the 
office.  The  Captain  Commandant  is  now  required  to  perform  the 
duties  which  formerly  devolved  upon  the  General  Superintendent  of 
the  Life-Saving  Service  and  the  Commandant  of  the  Revenue-Cutter 
Service  acting  separately,  and  is  much  in  need  of  assistance  in  dis¬ 
posing  of  the  many  details  to  which  he  must  necessarily  give  his 
personal  attention.  Under  present  conditions  he  must  rely,  for 
this  assistance,  upon  the  services  of  the  various  clerks  needed  else¬ 
where  for  the  regular  work  of  the  office.  This  is  most  unsatisfactory 
for  not  only  is  much  of  his  own  time  wasted,  but  the  clerk  who  is 
needed  in  another  section  is  taken  from  his  regular  duties,  thus 
seriously  interfering  with  the  work  of  his  section.  There  is  no 
other  bureau  of  like  importance  in  the  Government,  in  which  the 
head  of  the  office  is  not  provided  with  a  private  secretary,  and  it  is 
therefore  recommended  that  an  additional  clerk  be  authorized  for 
this  purpose. 
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FUNCTIONS,  DUTIES,  AND  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

COAST  GUARD. 


FUNCTIONS  AND  DUTIES. 

The  Coast  Guard  was  created  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
January  28,  1915,  which  provided — 

That  there  shall  be  established  in  lieu  of  the  existing  Revenue-Cutter  Service  and 
the  Life-Saving  Sendee,  to  be  composed  of  those  two  existing  organizations,  with 
the  existing  offices  and  positions  and  the  incumbent  officers  and  men  of  those  two 
services,  the  Coast  Guard,  which  shall  constitute  a  part  of  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States  and  which  shall  operate  under  the  Treasury  Department  in  time  of 
peace  and  operate  as  a  part  of  the  Navy,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  time  of  war  or  when  the  President  shall  so  direct.  When  subject  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  time  of  war  the  expense  of  the  Coast  Guard  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Navy  Department:  Provided ,  That  no  provision  of  this  act  shall  be  construed 
as  giving  any  officer  of  either  the  Coast  Guard  or  the  Navy,  military  or  other  control 
at  any  time  over  any  vessel,  officer,  or  man  of  the  other  service  except  by  direction 
of  the  President. 

.Sec.  2.  *  *  *  All  duties  now  performed  by  the  Revenue-Cutter  Service  and 
Life-Saving  Service  shall  continue  to  be  performed  by  the  Coast  Guard,  and  all  such 
duties,  together  with  all  duties  that  may  hereafter  be  imposed  upon  the  Coast  Guard, 
tliall  be  administered  by  the  captain  commandant,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
sary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Revenue-Cutter  Service  was  originally  established  in  1790,  at 
the  second  session  of  the  First  Congress,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  the  result  of  the  need  for 
the  services  of  a  coast  patrol  for  the  enforcement  of  the  customs  laws 
and  an  organized  armed  force  for  the  protection  of  the  seacoast, 
there  being  at  that  time  no  Naval  Establishment.  By  evolutionary 
processes  coincident  with  the  steady  growth  of  the  Nation,  additional 
duties  were  successively  added  to  this  service  to  meet  the  ever- 
increasing  demands  of  the  maritime  interests  in  so  far  as  they  were 
connected  with  governmental  functions,  so  that  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  the  act  above  noted  the  Revenue-Cutter  Service  had  be¬ 
come  essentially  an  emergency  service,  specializing  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  governmental  maritime  duties. 

The  Life-Saving  Service  was  not  the  creation  of  a  single  legislative 
act,  but  the  result  of  a  series  of  enactments  dating  back  to  1848 — for 
many  years  desultory  and  fragmentary — which  had  in  view  the  pres¬ 
ervation  of  life  and  property  from  shipwreck  on  the  coast.  In  1871 
a  definite  life-saving  system  was  inaugurated  and  administered  in 
conjunction  with  the  Revenue-Cutter  Service  until  June  18,  1878, 
when,  as  a  consequence  of  the  development  and  growth  of  the  work 
and  of  its  importance  to  commerce  and  humanity,  Congress  estab¬ 
lished  the  Life-Saving  Service  as  a  separate  organization. 

As  the  Life-Saving  Service  was  maintained  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  life  and  property  along  the  coast,  and  as  one  of  the  principal 
functions  of  the  Revenue-Cutter  Service  in  time  of  peace  was  to 
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perform  similar  duties  on  the  seas,  the  two  services  necessarily  co¬ 
operated  with  and  supplemented  each  other  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  this  work  of  conservation,  and  it  became  apparent  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  closer  coordination  and  increased  efficiency 
would  result  from  the  union  of  both  services  in  one  organization. 
The  matter  was  accordingly  presented  to  Congress  with  strong  rec¬ 
ommendations  for  the  enactment  of  the  necessary  legislation,  and  the 
deliberations  of  that  body  resulted  in  the  Coast  Guard  act  of  January 
28,  1915. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  formation  of  the  Coast  Guard 
presents  the  somewhat  unusual  feature  of  an  offshoot  of  an  older 
service  of  the  Government  being  developed  independently,  and  finally 
with  its  parent  organization  merged  into  a  new  branch  of  Federal 
activity,  which,  while  preserving  the  primary  object  of  conservation 
of  life  and  property,  is  capable,  by  means  of  its  broader  foundation, 
of  expanding  its  sphere  of  usefulness  along  both  civil  and  military 
lines  in  all  maritime  functions  connected  with  the  Government. 

In  general,  the  duties  of  the  Coast  Guard  may  be  classified  as 
follows : 

1.  Rendering  assistance  to  vessels  in  distress  and  saving  life  and  property. 

2.  Destruction  or  removal  of  wrecks,  derelicts,  and  other  floating  dangers  to  naviga¬ 

tion. 

3.  Extending  medical  aid  to  United  States  vessels  engaged  in  deep-sea  fisheries. 

4.  Protection  of  the  customs  revenue. 

5.  Operating  as  a  part  of  the  Navy  in  time  of  war  or  when  the  President  shall  direct. 

6.  Enforcement  of  law  and  regulations  governing  anchorage  of  vessels  in  navigable 

waters. 

7.  Enforcement  of  law  relating  to  quarantine  and  neutrality. 

8.  Suppression  of  mutinies  on  merchant  vessels. 

9.  Enforcement  of  navigation  and  other  laws  governing  merchant  vessels  and  motor 

boats. 

10.  Enforcement  of  law  to  provide  for  safety  of  life  on  navigable  waters  during  regattas 

and  marine  parades. 

11.  Protection  of  game  and  the  seal  and  other  fisheries  in  Alaska,  etc. 

12.  Enforcement  of  sponge-fishing  law. 

13.  International  ice  patrol  of  the  Grand  Banks. 

While  the  foregoing  represent  the  principal  duties,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  enumerate  all  the  tasks  that  fall  to  this  service,  for  it  is 
essentially  an  emergency  service,  and  it  seems  to  be  generally  recog¬ 
nized  that  all  the  great  departments  of  the  Government  should  call 
upon  the  Coast  Guard  for  any  special  work  of  a  maritime  nature 
for  which  no  vessels  are  especially  maintained. 

During  all  periods  of  the  year,  and  at  such  times  as  least  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  emergent  duties  of  a  civil  nature,  a  rigid  system  of 
military  discipline  and  training  is  maintained  to  fit  the  personnel 
for  the  duty  of  operating  as  a  part  of  the  Navy  at  any  time,  as 
the  law  requires.  This  function  of  the  Coast  Guard  has  always 
been  of  value,  since  in  all  wars  to  which  the  United  States  has  been 
a  party  the  Government  has  had  at  hand  an  auxiliary  force,  properly 
disciplined  and  trained,  ready  to  become  a  part  of  the  regular  naval 
forces  as  occasion  required. 


ORGANIZATION. 

The  Coast  Guard  occupies  a  peculiar  position  among  other  branches 
of  the  Government,  and  necessarily  so  from  the  dual  character  of  its 
work,  which  is  both  civil  and  military.  Its  organization,  therefore, 
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must  be  such  as  will  best  adapt  it  to  the  performance  of  both  classes 
of  duties,  and  as  a  civil  organization  would  not  suffice  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  military  functions,  the  organization  of  the  service  must 
be  and  is  by  law  military.  More  than  120  years  of  practical  experi¬ 
ence  has  demonstrated  that  it  is  by  means  of  military  drills,  training, 
and  discipline  that  the  service  is  enabled  to  maintain  that  state  of 
preparedness  necessary  for  the  prompt  performance  of  its  most 
important  civil  duties,  which,  as  has  been  stated,  are  largely  of  an 
emergent  character. 

The  organization  of  the  service  is  as  follows : 

1.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  (Having  supervision.) 

3.  Captain  Commandant,  who  is  charged  with  the  administration  of  the 
service.  His  office  is  at  Washington. 

A.  General  administration.  The  office  of  the  Captain  Commandant 

(Headquarters)  is  subdivided  as  follows: 

I.  Division  of  Operations. 

a.  Section  of  Personnel  and  Operations. 

b.  Section  of  Ordnance  and  Communication. 

c.  Section  of  Law. 

d.  Section  of  Statistics. 

II.  Division  of  Materiel. 

a.  Section  of  Supplies. 

b.  Section  of  Accounts. 

c.  Section  of  Mail  and  Files. 

III.  Division  of  Construction  and  Repair. 

IV.  Division  of  Engineering. 

V.  Division  of  Inspection. 

B.  Field  service. 

I.  Northern  Division,  Pacific  coast.  The  division  commander, 

who  is  stationed  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  directs  the  movements 

of,  and  is  responsible  for,  the  efficiency  of  the  vessels  of 

his  division.  The  following  vessels  form  this  division: 


Name. 

Headquarters. 

Cruising  limits. 

Manning . 

<• 

Unalga . 

Astoria,  Oreg . 

Seattle,  Wash . 

General  cruising  on  Pacific,  north  of 
Cape  Blanco,  Oreg. 

Do. 

Snohomish . 

Areata . 

Neah  Bay,  Wash . 

Port  Townsend, Wash . 

Vicinity  of  Cape  Flattery,  Wash. 
Puget  Sound. 

Guard . 

Friday  Harbor,  Wash. 

Do. 

Scout . 

Seattle,  Wash . 

Do. 

II.  Southern  Division,  Pacific  coast.  The  division  commander  is 
stationed  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Name. 

Headquarters. 

Cruising  limits. 

McCulloch . 

San  Francisco,  Cal .... 

San  Diego,  Cal _ . 

General  cruising  on  Pacific,  south  of 
Cape  Blanco,  Oreg. 

Do. 

Boarding  duty  for  customs. 

Do. 

Bear . 

Golden  Gate . 

San  Francisco,  Cal .... 
. do . 

Hartley . 

III.  Bering  Sea  Fleet.  Composed  of  vessels  detailed  from  the 
northern  and  southern  divisions  from  May  to  October  each 
year.  The  fleet  commander  is  stationed  at  Unalaska, 
Alaska. 
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1.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

3.  Captain  Commandant — Continued. 

B.  Field  service — Continued. 

IV.  Eastern  Division.  The  division  commander  is  stationed  at 
Boston,  Mass. 


Name. 

Headquarters. 

Cruising  limits. 

Ossipee . 

Androscoggin . 

Gresham . ■. 

Portland,  Me . 

Boston,  Mass . 

. do . 

From  Easport,  Me.,  to  Cape  Ann, 
Mass. 

Eastern  fishing  banks.  Carries  med¬ 
ical  aid  to  deep-sea  fishermen. 

From  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  to  Nan¬ 
tucket  Shoals  lightship. 

Boarding  duty  for  customs. 

Buzzards  Bay,  Nantucket  Shoals, 
and  adjacent  waters. 

Winnisimmet . 

Acushnet . 

. do . 

Woods  Hole,  Mass. . . . 

V.  New  York  Division.  The  division  commander1  is  stationed  at 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Name. 

Headquarters. 

Cruising  limits. 

Seneca . 

Mohawk . 

New  York,  N.  Y . 

. do . 

Derelict  destroyer  for  Atlantic  coast. 
From  Gay  Head,  Mass.,  to  Delaware 
Breakwater. 

Anchorage  patrol  in  New  York  Bay 
and  Harbor. 

Do. 

Boarding  duty  for  customs. 

Do. 

Manhattan . 

. do . 

Guide . 

. do . 

Hudson . . . 

. do . 

Calumet . 

. do . 

1  This  officer  is  also  supervisor  of  anchorages  for  New  York  and  vicinity. 


VI.  Independent  vessels.  The  other  vessels  of  the  service  are 
stationed  as  follows:  The  commanding  officer  of  each  vessel 
is  responsible  for  the  efficiency  of  his  command.  The  move¬ 
ment  of  these  vessels  and  the  inspection  of  the  same  is 
directed  by  Headquarters. 


Name. 

Headquarters. 

Cruising  limits. 

Onondaga . 

Guthrie . 

Norfolk,  Va . 

Philadelphia,  Pa . 

Great  Egg  Harbor,  N.  J.,  to  Cape 
Hatteras. 

Boarding  duty  for  customs. 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  tributaries. 
Boarding  duty  for  customs. 

Pamlico  and  Albemarle  Sounds. 

Apache . 

Baltimore,  Md . 

Wissahickon . 

Pamlico . 

. do. . .  1 . 

Newbern,  N.  C . 

Seminole . 

Wilmington,  N.  C. .... 

Cape  Hatteras  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Cape  Romain  to  Cape  Canaveral. 
Boarding  duty  for  customs. 
Fernandina,  Fla.,  to  Tampa,  Fla., 
and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Out  of  commission. 

Y  amacraw . 

Savannah,  Ga . 

Tybee . 

Tampa . 

\  lgonquin . 

. do. . . 1 . 

Key  West,  Fla . 

S.  Baltimore,  Md . 

Penrose . 

Alert . 

Pensacola,  Fla . 

Mobile,  Ala . 

Boarding  duty  for  customs. 

Do. 

Tallapoosa . 

Davey . 

Comanche . 

. do . 

New  Orleans,  La . 

Galveston,  Tex . 

Mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  to 
Port  Tampa,  Fla. 

Boarding  duty  for  customs. 

From  New  Orleans,  La.,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Lakes  Huron,  St.  Clair,  and  Erie. 

Morrill . 

Detroit,  Mich . 

Tuscarora . 

Itasca . 

Milwaukee,  Wis . 

Coast  Guard  Depot, 

Lake  Michigan  and  Lake  Superior. 
Relief  vessel  and  practice  ship  for 

Mackinac  1 . 

S.  Baltimore,  Md. 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich. 

cadets. 

St.  Marys  River. 

1  And  3  launches.  (In  charge  of  an  officer  stationed  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  who  is 
charged  with  the  enforcement  of  laws  regulating  the  anchorage  of  vessels  and  the 
movement  of  traffic  in  the  “  Soo  Canal”  and  St.  Marys  River,  Great  Lakes.) 
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1.  Tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

3.  Captain  Commandant — Continued. 

B.  Field  service — Continued. 

A/  II.  First  District.  Coasts  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire.  In 
charge  of  a  district  superintendent  stationed  at  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  who  is  responsible  for  the  efficiency  of  the  stations  in 
his  district. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

1 

Quoddy  Head . . . 

Carrying  Point  Cove . 

South  Lubec,  Me. 

2 

3 

Cross  Island . 

Off  Machiasport . 

Bucks  Harbor,  Me. 

4 

Great  Wass  Is¬ 
land. 

Off  Jonesport . 

Jonesport,  Me. 

5 

Cranberry  Is¬ 
lands. 

Little  Cranberry  Island,  off 
Mount  Desert. 

Islesford,  Me. 

6 

White  Head . 

On  southwest  end  White 
Head  Island. 

Sprucehead,  Me. 

7 

Burnt  Island .... 

Off  mouth  St.  Georges  River. 

Port  Clyde,  Me. 

8 

Damiscove  I  s  - 
land. 

On  west  shore  of  Damiscove 
Harbor. 

Boothbay  Harbor,  Me. 

9 

Hunniwells 

Beach. 

On  west  side  mouth  of  Ken¬ 
nebec  River. 

Popham  Beach,  Me. 

10 

Cape  Elizabeth.. 

Near  the  Lights . 

Box  50,  R.  D.  No.  6, 
South  Portland,  Me. 

11 

Fletchers  Neck . . 

Biddeford  Pool,  Fletchers 
Neck. 

Biddeford  Pool,  Me. 

12 

Portsmouth 

Harbor. 

Wood  Island,  Portsmouth 
Harbor. 

Newcastle,  N.  H. 

13 

Wallis  Sands. . .. 

If  miles  south  of  Odiornes 
Point. 

Box  48,  R.  D.  No.  2, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

14 

Isles  of  Shoals . . . 

On  Appledore  Island . 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

15 

Rye  Beach . 

North  end  of  Rye  Beach. . . . 

.  Box  133,  R.  D.  No.  2, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

16 

Hampton  Beach. 

U  miles  north  of  Great  Boars 
Head. 

Hampton,  N.  H. 

VIII.  Second  District.  Coast  of  Massachusetts.  In  charge  of  a 
district  superintendent  stationed  at  Pro vince town,  Mass. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

19 

Salisbury  Beach. 

§  mile  south  of  State  line .... 

Salisbury,  Mass. 

20 

Newburyport... . 

North  end  of  Plum  Island, 
mouth  of  Merrimac  River. 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

21 

Plum  Island . 

On  Plum  Island,  2\  miles 
from  south  end. 

Do. 

22 

Straitsmouth .... 

£  mile  west  of  Straitsmouth 
light. 

Rockport,  Mass. 

23 

Gloucester . 

Old  House  cove,  westerly 
side  of  harbor,  1£  miles 
from  town. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

24 

Nahant . 

On  the  neck,  close  to  Nahant. 

Nahant,  Mass. 

25 

City  Point . 

Floating  station  in  Dorches¬ 
ter  Bay,  Boston  Harbor. 

South  Boston,  Boston, 
Mass. 

26 

Point  Allerton.. . 

1  mile  west  of  Point  Allerton. 

Hull,  Mass. 

27 

North  Scituate . . 

2\  miles  south  of  Minots 
Ledge  light. 

Minot,  Mass. 

28 

Fourth  Cliff . 

South  end  of  Fourth  Cliff, 
Scituate. 

Humarock,  Mass. 

29 

Brant  Rock . 

On  Green  Harbor  Point . 

Brant  Rock,  Mass. 

30 

Gurnet . 

4£  miles  northeast  of  Ply- 
"mouth. 

Plymouth,  Mass. 

31 

Manomet  Point.. 

6£  miles  southeast  of  Ply¬ 
mouth. 

Manomet,  Mass. 

32 

Wood  End . 

f  mile  east  of  light . 

Province  town,  Mass. 

33 

Race  Point . 

If  miles  northeast  of  Race 
Point  light. 

Do. 

34 

Peaked  Hill  Bars 

2)j  miles  northeast  of  Prov- 
incetown. 

Do. 
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1.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

3.  Captain  Commandant — Continued. 

B.  Field  service — Continued. 

VIII.  Second  District — Continued. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station. 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

35 

High  Head . 

34  miles  northwest  of  Cape 
Cod  light. 

Provincetown,  Mass. 

36 

Highland . 

1  mile  northwest  of  Cape  Cod 
light. 

North  Truro,  Mass. 

37 

Pamet  River .... 

3|  miles  south  of  Cape  Cod 
light. 

Truro,  Mass. 

38 

Cahoons  Hollow. 

2£  miles  east  of  Wellfleet . 

Wellfleet,  Mass.' 

39 

Nauset . 

l|  miles  south  of  Nauset 
lights. 

Eastham,  Mass. 

40 

Orleans . 

Abreast  of  Ponchet  Island . . . 

East  Orleans,  Mass. 

41 

Old  Harbor . 

4  mile  north  of  Chatham  In¬ 
let. 

North  Chatham,  Mass 

42 

Chatham . 

If  miles  south-southwest  of 
Chatham  lights. 

Chatham,  Mass. 

43 

Monomoy . 

21  miles  north  of  Monomoy 
light. 

Do. 

44 

Monomoy  Point. 

|  mile  southwest  of  Mono¬ 
moy  light. 

Do. 

45 

Coskata . 

2\  miles  south  of  Nantucket 
(Great  Point)  light. 

Nantucket,  Mass. 

46 

Surfside . 

2J  miles  south  of  the  town  of 
Nantucket. 

Do. 

47 

Maddaket . 

6  miles  west  of  Surfside . 

Do. 

48 

Muskeget . 

Near  west  end  of  Muskeget 
Island. 

Do. 

49 

Gay  Head . 

Near  light . 

Gay  Head,  Mass. 
Cuttyhunk,  Mass. 

50 

Cuttyhunk . 

Near  east  end  of  Cuttyhunk 
Island. 

IX.  Third  District.  Coasts  of  Rhode  Island  and  Fishers  Island, 
N.  Y.  In  charge  of  a  district  superintendent  stationed  at 
Wakefield,  R.  I. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

53 

Brenton  Point. . . 

On  Prices  Neck . 

Newport,  R.  I. 

54 

Narragansett 

Pier. 

Northern  part  of  town . 

Narragansett  Pier, R. I. 

55 

Point  Judith .... 

Near  light . 

R.  D.  No.  1,  Narragan¬ 
sett  Pier,  R.  I. 

56 

Green  Hill . 

6  miles  west  of  Point  Judith 
light. 

R.  D.  No.  1,  Wake¬ 
field,  R.  I. 

57 

Quonochontaug  . 

74  miles  east  of  Watch  Hill 
light. 

Quonochontaug,  R.  I. 

58 

Watch  Hill . 

Near  light . 

Watch  Hill,  R.  I. 

59 

Fishers  Island . . . 

West  shore  of  East  Harbor. . 

Box  628,  Stonington, 
Conn. 

60 

Sandy  Point . 

Block  Island,  north  side, 
near  light. 

Block  Island,  R.  I. 

61 

New  Shoreham.. 

Block  Island,  east  side,  near 
landing. 

Do. 

62 

Block  Island . 

Block  Island,  west  side,  near 
Dickens  Point. 

Do. 
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1.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

3.  Captain  Commandant — Continued. 

B.  Field  service — Continued. 

X.  Fourth  District.  Coast  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  In  charge  of  a 
district  superintendent  stationed  at  Bay  Shore,  N.  Y. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

65 

Ditch  Plain . 

miles  southwest  of  Mon- 
tauk  light. 

Montauk,  N.  Y. 

66 

Hither  Plain . 

4  mile  south  of  Ford  Pond.. . 

Do. 

67 

Napeague . 

Abreast  of  Napeague  Harbor. 

Amagansett,  N.  Y. 

68 

Amagansett . 

Abreast  of  the  village . 

Do. 

69 

Georgica . 

1  mile  south  of  village  of 
East  Hampton. 

East  Hampton,  N.  Y. 

70 

Mecox . 

2  miles  south  of  the  village 
of  Bridgehampton. 

Bridgehampton,  N.  Y. 

71 

Southampton.... 

f  mile  south  of  the  village. . . 

Southampton,  N.  Y. 

72 

Shinnecock . 

2  miles  east-southeast  of 
Shinnecock  light. 

Good  Ground,  N.  Y. 

73 

Tiana . 

2  miles  southwest  of  Shinne¬ 
cock  light. 

East  Quogue,  N.  Y. 

74 

Quogue . 

i  mile  south  of  the  village... 

Quogue,  N.  Y. 

75 

Potunk . 

1J  miles  southwest  of  Po- 
■  tunk  village. 

West  Hampton  Beach, 
N.  Y. 

76 

Moriches . 

2J  miles  southwest  of  Speonk 
"village. 

Eastport,  N.  Y. 

77 

Forge  River . 

34  miles  south  of  Moriches. . . 

Center  Moriches,  N.  Y. 

78 

Smiths  Point. . . . 

Abreast  of  the  point . 

Moriches,  N.  Y. 

79 

Bellport . 

4  miles  south  of  the  village. . 

Bellport,  N.  Y. 

80 

Blue  Point . 

4£  miles  south  of  Patchogue . 

Patchogue,  N.  Y. 
Sayville,  N.  Y. 

81 

Lone  Hill . 

8  miles  east  of  Fire  Island 
light. 

82 

Point  of  Woods.. 

4  miles  east  of  Fire  Island 
light. 

Bay  Shore,  N.  Y. 

83 

Fire  Island . 

4  mile  west  of  Fire  Island 
light. 

Do. 

84 

Oak  Island . 

East  end  of  Oak  Island . 

Babylon,  N.  Y. 

85 

Gilgo . 

West  end  of  Oak  Island . 

Amityville,  N.  Y. 

86 

Jones  Beach . 

East  end  of  Jones  Beach . 

Do. 

87 

Zachs  Inlet . 

West  end  of  Jones  Beach. . . . 

Do. 

88 

Short  Beach . 

4  mile  east  of  Jones  Inlet .... 

Freeport,  N.  Y. 

89 

Point  Lookout . . 

2  miles  west  of  New  Inlet. . . . 

Do. 

90 

Long  Beach . 

Near  west  end  of  Long  Beach 

Long  Beach,  N.  Y. 

91 

Rockaway . 

Near  the  village  of  Rock- 

Arveime,  N.  Y. 

92 

Rockaway  Point 

West  end  of  Rockaway 

Rockaway  Beach, 

93 

Beach. 

N.  Y.  * 

94 

Eatons  Neck. . . . 

East  side  entrance  to  Hunt¬ 
ington  Bay,  Long  Island 
Sound. 

Northport,  N.  Y. 

95 

Rocky  Point .... 

Near  Rocky  Point,  Long  Is¬ 
land  Sound,  about  4  miles 
northerly  from  Greenport. 

East  Marion,  N.  Y. 

XI.  Fifth  District.  Coast  of  New  Jersey.  In  charge  of  a  district 
superintendent  stationed  at  Asbury  Park,  N.  J. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

97 

Sandy  Hook . 

On  Bay  side  4  mile  south  of 
point  of  Hook. 

Fort  Hancock,  N.  J. 

98 

Spermaceti  Cove. 

2 }  miles  south  of  Sandy 
Hook  light. 

Highlands,  N.  J. 

99 

Seabright . 

About  a  mile  south  of  Nave- 
sink  light. 

Sea  Bright,  N.  J. 

100 

Monmouth 

Beach. 

About  a  mile  south  of  Sea 
Bright. 

North  Longbran  ch, 
N.J. 

101 

I  ong  Branch.... 

Greens  Pond . 

Westend,  N.J. 

102 

Deal . 

Asbury  Park . 

Asbury  Park,  N.  J. 
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Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station. 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

103 

Shark  River . 

104 

Spring  Lake . 

105 

Squan  Beach _ 

106 

Bayhead . 

107 

Mantoloking . 

108 

Chadwick . 

109 

Toms  River . 

-  110 

Island  Beach . . . . 

111 

Cedar  Creek . 

112 

Forked  River.... 

113 

Barnegat . 

114 

Loveladies  Is¬ 
land. 

115 

Harvey  Cedars... 

116 

Ship  Bottom . . . . 

117 

Long  Beach . 

118 

Bonds . 

119 

Little  Egg . 

120 

Little  Beach . 

121 

Brigantine . 

122 

South  Brigan¬ 
tine. 

123 

Atlantic  City .... 

124 

Absecon . 

125 

Great  Egg . 

126 

Ocean  City . 

127 

Pecks  Beach . 

128 

Corson  Inlet . 

129 

Sea  Isle  City . 

130 

Townsend  Inlet.. 

131 

Avalon . 

132 

Stone  Harbor... . 

133 

Hereford  Inlet. . . 

134 

Holly  Beach . 

135 

Two  Mile  Beach . 

136 

Cold  Spring . 

137 

Cape  May . 

Location. 


Near  the  mouth  of  Shark 
River. 

2\  miles  south  of  Shark 
River. 

1  miie  southeast  of  Squan 
village. 

At  the  head  of  Barnegat  Bay. 

2b  miles  south  of  head  of 
"Barnegat  Bay. 

5  miles  south  of  head  of 
Barnegat  Bay. 

On  the  beach  abreast  mouth 
Toms  River. 

1J  miles  south  of  Seaside 
Park. 

5§  miles  north  of  Barnegat 
Inlet. 

2  miles  north  of  Barnegat 
Inlet. 

South  side  of  Barnegat  Inlet. 

2\  miles  south  of  Barnegat 
Inlet. 

5b  miles  south  of  Barnegat 
"Inlet. 

Midway  of  Long  Beach . 

If  miles  north  of  Beach- 
haven. 

2\  miles  south  of  Beach- 
haven. 

Near  the  light  north  of  Inlet. 

South  side  of  Little  Egg 
Inlet. 

5 b  miles  north  of  Absecon 
light. 

3f  miles  north  of  Absecon 
light. 

At  Absecon  light . 

2f  miles  south  of  Absecon 
light. 

6f  miles  south  of  Absecon 
light. 

South  side  of  Great  Egg 
Inlet. 

2>b  miles  north  of  Corson 
Inlet. 

Near  the  Inlet,  north  side.... 

3J  miles  north  of  Townsend 
Inlet. 

Near  the  Inlet,  north  side . . . 

3|  miles  southwest  from 
Ludlam  Beach  light. 

2§  miles  northeast  from 
"Hereford  Inlet  light. 

Near  Hereford  light . 

6  miles  northeast  of  Cape 
May  City. 

4  miles  northeast  of  Cape 
May  City. 

b  mile  east  of  Cape  May  City. 

Near  the  light . 


Post-office  address. 


Avon  by  the  Sea,  N.  J. 

Spring  Lake  Beach, 
N.  J. 

Manasquan,  N.  J. 

Bayhead,  N.  J. 
Mantoloking,  N.  J. 

Lavallette,  N.  J.i 

Seaside  Park,  N.  J. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Barnegat  City,  N.  J. 
High  Point,  N.  J. 

Do. 

Ship  Bottom,  N.  J. 
Beach  Haven  Terrace, 
N.  J. 

Beachhaven,  N.  J. 

Do. 

Brigantine,  N.  J. 

Do. 

Do. 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

Do. 

Longport,  N.  J. 

Ocean  City,  N.  J. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sea  Isle  City,  N.  J. 

Townsend  Inlet,  Cape 
May  County,  N.  J. 
Avalon,  N.  J. 

Stoneharbor,  N.  J. 

Anglesea,  N.  J. 
Wildwood,  N.  J. 

Cape  May  City,  N.  J. 

Cape  May,  N.  J. 

Do. 


1  Chadwick,  N..  J.,  in  summer. 
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1.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

3.  Captain  Commandant — Continued. 

B.  Field  service — Continued. 

XII.  Sixth  District.  Coast  between  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
Bays.  In  charge  of  a  district  superintendent  stationed 
at  Lewes,  Del. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

139 

Lewes . 

2  miles  west  from  Cape  Ken- 
lopen  light. 

Lewes,  Del. 

140 

Cape  Henlopen. . 

|  mile  south  of  Cape  Henlo¬ 
pen  light. 

Do. 

141 

Rehoboth  Beach 

Oposite  north  end  of  Reho- 
boih  Bay. 

Rehoboth  Beach,  Del. 

142 

Indian  River  In¬ 
let. 

North  of  Inlet . 

Do. 

143 

Bethany  Beach.. 

1\  miles  north  of  Fenwick 
light. 

Bethany  Beach,  Del. 

144 

Fenwick  Island. . 

U  miles  north  of  light . 

Selbyville,  Del. 

145 

Isle  of  Wight . 

3  miles  south  of  Fenwick 
light. 

Ocean  City,  Md. 

146 

Ocean  Citv . 

At  village . 

Do. 

147 

North  Beach . 

10  mileskouth  of  Ocean  City. 

Do. 

148 

Green  Run  Inlet. 

13-J  miles  northeast  of  Assa¬ 
teague  light. 

Girdletree,  Md. 

149 

Popes  Island . 

10  miles  northeast  of  Assa¬ 
teague  light. 

Chincoteague  Island, 
Va. 

150 

Assateague 

Beach. 

lj  miles  south  of  Assateague 
light. 

Do. 

151 

Wallops  Beach.. 

U  miles  south  of  Chinco- 
teague  Inlet. 

Do. 

152 

Metomkin  Inlet.. 

On  Metomkin  Beach,  near 
the  Inlet. 

Accomac,  Va. 

153 

Wachapreague. . . 

South  end  of  Cedar  Island. . . . 

Wachapreague,  Va. 

154 

Parramore 

Beach. 

Midway  of  beach . 

Do. 

155 

Hog  Island . 

South  end  of  Hog  Island .... 

Broadwater,  North¬ 
ampton  County,  Va. 

156 

Cobb  Island . 

South  end  of  Cobb  Island  .... 

Oyster,  Va. 

157 

Smith  Island .... 

At  Cape  Charles  light . 

Magotha,  Va. 

XIII.  Seventh  District.  Coast  between  Chesapeake  Bay  and 
northern  boundary  of  South  Carolina.  In  charge  of  a  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  stationed  at  Elizabeth' City,  N.  C. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

161 

Cape  Henry . 

f  mile  southeast  of  Cape 
Henry  light. 

Cape  Henry,  Va. 

162 

Virginia  Beach. . 

5t  miles  south  of  Cape  Henry 
‘light. 

Virginia  Beach,  Va. 

163 

Dam  Neck  Mills. 

10  miles  south  of  Cape  Henry 
light. 

Do. 

164 

Little  Island  .... 

On  beach  abreast  of  North 
Bay. 

Do. 

165 

False  Cape . 

On  beach  abreast  of  Back 
Bay. 

Box  9,  R.  D.  No.  1, 
Virginia  Beach,  Va. 

166 

Wash  Woods.... 

On  beach  abreast  of  Knotts 
Island. 

Deals,  N.  C. 

167 

Penneys  Hill .... 

of  miles  north  of  Currituck 
Beach  light. 

Seagull,  N.  C. 

168 

Currituck  Beach 

1  mile  north  of  Currituck 
Beach  light. 

Corolla,  N.  C. 

169 

PoynersIIill . 

6|  miles  south  of  Currituck 
‘Beach  light. 

Poplar  Branch,  N.  C. 

170 

CafTeys  Inlet . 

lOf  miles  south  of  Currituck 
Beach  light. 

Duck,  N.  C. 

171 

Paul  Gamiels 
Hill. 

5  miles  north  of  Kitty  Hawk . 

Do. 

172 

Kitty  Hawk . 

On  the  beaek  abreast  of  north 
end  of  Kitty  Hawk  Bay. 

Kitty  Hawk,  N.  C. 
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1.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 
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XIII.  Seventh  District — Continued. 


Official 

designa¬ 
tion  of 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

station. 

173 

Kill  Devil  Hills.. 

miles  south  of  Kitty  Hawk 

Kitty  Hawk,  N.  C. 

174 

Nags  Head . 

9  miles  north  of  Oregon  Inlet. 
$  mile  northeast  of  Bodie  Is- 

Manteo,  N.  C. 

175 

Bodie  Island . 

Do/ 

land  light. 

176 

Oregon  Inlet . 

b  mile  south  of  Oregon  Inlet . . 

Do. 

177 

Pea  Island . 

2  miles  north  of  New  Inlet. . . . 

Do. 

178 

179 

180 

Chicamacomico. . 
Gull  Shoal . 

5  miles  south  of  New  Inlet... 
Ilf  miles  south  of  New  Inlet. 

Rodanthe,  N.  C. 
Salvo,  Dare  County 

n.6. 

181 

Little  Kinna- 

lli  miles  north  of  Cape  Hat- 

Avon,  Dare  County 
N.  6. 

keet. 

teras  light. 

182 

Big  Kinnakeet... 

5b  miles  north  of  Cape  Hat- 

Do. 

teras  light. 

183 

Cape  Hatteras . . . 

1  mile  south  of  Cape  Hatteras 

Buxton,  N.  C. 

light. 

184 

Creeds  Hill . 

4  miles  west  of  Cape  Hatteras 
light. 

Frisco,  N.  C. 

185 

Durant . 

3  miles  east  of  Hatteras  Inlet . 

Hatteras,  N.  C. 

186 

Hatteras  Inlet . . . 

H  miles  west  of  Hatteras 

Ocracoke,  N.  C. 

Inlet. 

187 

Ocracoke . 

3  miles  northeast  of  Ocracoke 

Hatteras,  N.  C. 

Inlet. 

188 

Portsmouth . 

Northeast  end  of  Portsmouth 

Portsmouth,  N.  C. 

Island. 

189 

Core  Bank . 

On  Core  Bank,  opposite 
Hunting  Quarters,  about 

Atlantic,  N.  C. 

half  way  between  Ocra¬ 
coke  Inlet  and  Cape  Look- 

out. 

190 

Cape  Lookout.... 

lb  miles  south  of  Cape  Look- 

Harkers  Island,  N.  C 

out  light. 

191 

Fort  Macon . 

Beaufort  Entrance,  £  mile 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

north  of  fort. 

192 

Bogue  Inlet . 

Inner  shore  of  Bogue  Banks, 

Swansboro,  N.  C. 

b  mile  east  of  inlet. 

193 

Cape  Fear . 

On  Smiths  Island.  Cape  Fear 
West  side,  moutn  of  Cape 
Fear  River. 

Southport,  N.  C. 

Do. 

194 

Oak  Island . 

XIV.  Eighth  District.  Coasts  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
eastern  coast  of  Florida.  In  charge  of  a  district  superin¬ 
tendent  stationed  at  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

% 

201 

Sullivans  Island. 

Moultrievflle,  Sullivans 
Island,  at  north  end  of 
harbor  jetty. 

Moultrieville,  S.  C. 

202 

Bulow  1 . 

20  miles  south  of  Matanzas 
Inlet. 

Bulow,  Fla. 

203 

Mosquito  La¬ 
goon,  i 

On  beach  outside  the  lagoon. 

Oak  Hill,  Fla. 

204 

Chester  Shoal1. . . 

11  miles  north  of  Cape  Cana¬ 
veral. 

Titusville,  Fla. 

205 

Bethel  Creek1 . . . 

16  miles  north  of  Indian 
River  Inlet. 

Vero,  Fla. 

206 

Indian  River  In- 
let.1 

South  side  of  inlet . 

Fort  Pierce,  Fla. 

207 

Gilberts  Bar1.... 

St.  Lucie  Rocks,  2  miles 
north  of  Gilberts  Bar 
Inlet . 

Sewalls  Point,  Fla. 

208 

Fort  Lauder¬ 
dale.1 

4  miles  north  of  New  River 
Inlet. 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla. 

209 

Biscayne  Bay  >.. 

6  miles  north  of  Norris  Cut.. 

Lemon  City,  Fla. 

1  House  of  refuge;  no  crew  employed. 
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1.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

3.  Captain  Commandant — Continued. 

B.  Field  service — Continued. 

XV.  Ninth  District.  Coast  of  United  States  bordering  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  In  charge  of  a  district  superintendent  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Galveston,  Tex. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

215 

Santa  Rosa . 

Santa  Rosa  Island,  2  miles 
east  of  Fort  Pickens. 

Pensacola,  Fla. 

216 

Sabine  Pass . 

West  side  of  pass,  south  of 
light. 

Sabine,  Jefferson 
County,  Tex. 

217 

Galveston . 

On  Pelican  Spit,  west  side 
of  channel  entrance. 

Galveston,  Tex. 

218 

San  Luis . 

West  end  Galveston  Island. . 

Do. 

219 

Velasco . 

2J  miles  northeast  of  mouth 
of  Brazos  River. 

Velajsco,  Tex. 

220 

Saluria . 

Northeast  end  Matagorda 
Island. 

Port  O’Connor,  Tex. 

221 

Aransas . 

Northeast  end  Mustang 
Island. 

Port  Aransas,  Tex. 

222 

Brazos . . 

North  end  Brazos  Island, en¬ 
trance  to  Brazos  Santiago. 

Isabel,  Tex. 

XVI.  Tenth  District.  Coasts  of  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie  and  a 
station  at  Louisville,  Ky.  In  charge  of  a  district  super¬ 
intendent  stationed  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

M 

231 

Big  Sandy . 

North  side  mouth  of  Big 
Sandy  Creek,  Lake  Onta¬ 
rio. 

Woodville,  N.  Y. 

232 

Oswego . 

East  side  entrance  of  Oswego 
Harbor,  Lake  Ontario. 

Oswego,  N.  Y. 

233 

Charlotte . 

East  side  entrance  of  Char¬ 
lotte  Harbor,  Lake  Onta-* 

Rochester,  N.Y. 

234 

Niagara . 

r  io  • 

East  side  entrance  of  N iagara 
River,  Lake  Ontario. 

Youngstown,  N.  Y. 

235 

Buffalo . 

South  side  entrance  of  Buf¬ 
falo  Harbor,  Lake  Erie. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

236 

Erie . 

North  side  entrance  of  Erie 
Harbor,  Lake  Erie. 

Erie,  Pa. 

237 

Ashtabula . 

West  side  of  Ashtabula  Har¬ 
bor,  Lake  Erie. 

Ashtabula,  Ohio. 

238 

Fairport . 

West  side  entrance  of  Fair- 
port  Harbor,  Lake  Erie. 

Fairport  Harbor,  Ohio. 

239 

Cleveland . 

West  side  entrance  of  Cleve¬ 
land  Harbor,  Lake  Erie. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

240 

Lorain . 

East  side  entrance  of  Black 
River,  Lake  Erie. 

Lorain,  Ohio. 

241 

Marblehead . 

Point  Marblehead,  near 
Quarry  Docks,  Lake  Erie. 

Marblehead,  Ohio. 

242 

Louisville . 

Falls  of  the  Ohio  River, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Louisville,  Ky. 
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XVII.  Eleventh  District.  Coasts  of  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior. 

In  charge  of  a  district  superintendent  stationed  at  Port 
Huron,  Mich. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

246 

Lake  View 

5  miles  north  of  Fort  Gratiot 

Station  1,  Port  Huron, 

Beach. 

light. 

Mich. 

247 

Harbor  Beach . . . 

Inside  Harbor  Beach  Harbor, 
Lake  Huron. 

Harbor  Beach,  Mich.  * 

248 

Pointe  Aux 
Barques. 

Near  light,  Lake  Huron . 

R.  D.,  Port  Hope,  Mich. 

249 

Port  Austin . 

About  2  miles  southeast  of 
Port  Austin  Reef  light, 
Lake  Huron. 

Port  Austin,  Mich. 

250 

Tawas . 

Near  light,  Lake  Huron . 

East  Tawas,  Mich. 
Harrisville^  Mich. 

251 

Sturgeon  Point. . 

. do . 

252 

Thunder  Bay 
Island. 

West  side  of  island,  Lake 
Huron. 

Alpena,  Mich. 

253 

Middle  Island . . . 

North  end  of  Middle  Island, 
Lake  Huron. 

Do. 

254 

Hammond . 

Hammonds  Bay, Lake  Huron 

Hammond,  Mich. 

255 

Mackinac  Island . 

Mackinac  Island . 

Mackinac  Island,  Mich. 

256 

Bois  Blanc . 

About  midway  east  side  of 
island,  Lake  Huron. 

Pointe  Aux  Pines, 
Mich. 

257 

Vermilion . 

10  miles  west  of  Whitefish 
Point,  Lake  Superior. 

18  miles  west  of  Whitefish 
Point,  Lake  Superior. 

Near  mouth  of  Two  Heart 
River,  Lake  Superior. 

Vermilion,  Chippewa 
County,  Mich. 

258 

Crisps . 

Do. 

259 

Two  Heart  River. 

Do. 

260 

Deer  Park . 

Near  mouth  of  Sucker  River. 
Lake  Superior. 

Do. 

261 

Grand  Marais... . 

West  of  harbor  entrance . 

Grand  Marais,  Mich. 

262 

Marquette . 

Near  light,  Lake  Superior... 

Marquette*  Mich. 

263 

Eagle  Harbor.... 

Near  Eagle  Harbor  light .... 

Eagle  Harbor,  Mich. 

264 

Portage . 

Old  Portage  Lake  Ship 
Canal,  f  mile  from  north 
end  on  east  bank. 

Hancock,  Mich. 

265 

Duluth . 

On  Minnesota  Point,  Upper 
Duluth. 

Duluth,  Minn. 

XVIII.  Twelfth  District.  Coast  of  Lake  Michigan.  In  charge  of 
a  district  superintendent  stationed  at  Grand  Haven, 
Mich. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

271 

Beaver  Island . . . 

Near  light . 

St.  James,  Beaver 
Harbor,  Mich. 

272 

Charlevoix . 

South  side  of  harbor  en¬ 
trance. 

Charlevoix,  Mich. 

273 

North  Manitou 
Island. 

Near  Pickard's  wharf . 

Leland,  Mich. 

274 

South  Manitou 
Island. 

Near  light . 

South  Manitou,  Mich. 

275 

Sleeping  Bear 

Point. 

Near  Glenhaven . 

Glenhaven,  Mich. 

276 

Point  Betsie . 

Near  light . 

Frankfort,  Mich. 

Do. 

277 

Frankfort . 

South  side  entrance  of  harbor 

278 

Manistee . 

North  side  entrance  of  harbor 

Manistee,  Mich. 

279 

Grande  Pointe 
au  Sable. 

1  mile  south  of  light . 

Ludington,  Mich. 

280 

Ludington . 

North  side  entrance  of  harbor 

Do. 

281 

Pentwater . 

. do . 

Pentwater,  Mich. 

282 

White  River . 

North  side  entrance  of  White 
Lake. 

Montague,  Mich. 

283 

Muskegon . 1 

South  side  entrance  of  har¬ 
bor,  Port  Sherman. 

Muskegon,  Mich. 
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XVIII. — Twelfth  District — Continued. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station. 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

284 

Grand  Haven.... 

North  side  entrance  of  harbor 

Grand  Haven,  Mich. 

285 

Holland . 

In  the  harbor,  south  side. . . . 

Macatawa,  Mich. 

286 

South  Haven.... 

North  side  entrance  of  harbor 

South  Haven,  Mich. 

287 

St.  Joseph . 

In  the  harbor,  north  side. . . . 

St.  Joseph,  Mich. 
Michigan  City,  Ind. 

288 

Michigan  Citv  -  -  - 

East  side  entrance  of  harbor. 

289 

South  Chicago. . . 

North  side  entrance  of  Calu¬ 
met  Harbor. 

South  Chicago,  Ill. 

290 

Jackson  Park. . . . 

About  7  miles  S.  by  E.  of 
Chicago  River  light. 

1524  East  Sixty-fourth 
Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

I.  C.  Pier  No.  1,  Chica¬ 
go,  Ill. 

291 

Old  Chicago . 

In  the  harbor . 

292 

Evanston . 

On  the  Northwestern  Uni¬ 
versity  grounds. 

Evanston,  Ill. 

293 

Kenosha . 

In  the  harbor,  on  Washing¬ 
ton  Island. 

Kenosha,  Wis. 

294 

Racine . 

In  the  harbor,  adjoining  light 

Box  683,  Racine,  Wis. 

295 

Milwaukee . 

McKinley  Park . 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Sheboygan,  Wis. 

296 

Sheboygan . 

Entrance  to  harbor,  north 
side. 

297 

Two  Rivers . 

North  side  entrance  of  harbor 

Two  Rivers,  Wis. 

298 

Kewaunee . 

. do . 

Kewaunee,  Wis. 
Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis. 

299 

Sturgeon  Bay 
Canal. 

Eastern  entrance  of  canal, 
north  side. 

300 

Baileys  Harbor. . 

On  easterly  side  of  harbor . . . 

Bailevs  Harbor,  Wis. 

301 

Plum  Island . 

Near  northeast  point  of 
island,  2  miles  northwest 
of  Pilot  Island  light. 

Detroit  Harbor,  Wis. 

XIX.  Thirteenth  District.  Coasts  of  California,  Oregon,  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  a  station  at  Nome,  Alaska.  In  charge  of  a  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  stationed  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station . 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

305 

Nome . 

Nome . 

306 

Baaddah  Point. 

Opposite  south  end  of 
Waaddah  Island,  Neah 
Bay,  7  miles  east  of  Cape 
Flattery  light. 

307 

Grays  Harbor _ 

Just  south  of  Grays  Harbor 
light. 

308 

Willapa  Bay . 

N ear  lighthouse  boat  landing. 

309 

Klipsan  Beach... 

13  miles  north  of  Cape  Dis¬ 
appointment. 

310 

Cape  Disap¬ 
pointment. 

Bakers  Bay,  £  mile  north¬ 
east  of  light. 

311 

Point  Adams.... 

1  mile  southeast  of  Fort 
Stevens. 

312 

313 

Tillamook  Bay.. 

North  side  of  entrance  of 
Tillamook  Bay. 

314 

Yaquina  Bay.... 

N orth  side  of  harbor  entrance 

315 

Umpqua R i ver. . 

N ear  entrance  of  river,  north 
side. 

316 

Coos  Bay . 

Coos  Bay,  south  side . 

317 

Coquille"  River. . . 

In  town  of  Bandon . 

318 

Humboldt  Bay.. 

Near  old  lighthouse  tower, 
north  side  entrance,  Hum¬ 
boldt  Bay. 

319 

Arena  Cove . 

3  miles  southeast  from  Point 
Arena  light. 

320 

321 

Point  Reyes . 

3£  miles  north  of  light . 

322 

Point  Bonita. ... 

Near  Point  Bonita  light . 

Post-office  address. 


Nome,  Alaska. 
Neah  Bay,  Wash. 


W estport,  C  h  e  h  a  1  i  s 
County,  Wash. 
North  Cove,  Wash. 
Klipsan  Beach,  Wash. 

Fort  Canby,  Wash. 

Hammond,  Clatsop 
County,  Oreg. 
Barview,  Oreg. 


Newport,  Oreg. 
Winchester  Bay,  Oreg. 

Empire,  Oreg. 

Bandon,  Oreg. 

Eureka,  Cal. 


Point  Arena,  Mendo¬ 
cino  County,  Cal. 
Point  Reyes,  Marin 
County,  Cal. 

Fort  Barry,  Cal. 


54 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COAST  GUARD. 


1.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

2.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — Continued. 

3.  Captain  Commandant — Continued. 

B.  Field  service — Continued. 

XIX.  Thirteenth  District — Continued. 


Official 
designa¬ 
tion  of 
station. 

Former  designa¬ 
tion  of  station. 

Location. 

Post-office  address. 

323 

Fort  Point . 

f  mile  east  of  light . 

Presidio,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Cal. 

324 

Golden  Gate . 

On  beach  in  Golden  Gate 
Park,  San  Francisco,  £ 
mile  south  of  Point  Lobos. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

325 

Southside . 

3$  miles  south  of  Station 
No.  324. 

Do. 

XX.  Coast  Guard  Academy  at  Fort  Trumbull,  New  London, 
Conn. ,  for  the  education  and  training  of  cadets.  During 
the  summer  months  the  Itasca  is  detailed  for  the  annual 
practice  cruise  for  cadets. 

XXI.  Coast  Guard  depot  at  South  Baltimore,  Md.  Plant  for 
overhauling  and  repairing  vessels  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

XXII.  Coast  Guard  store  at  New  York  City.  General  store¬ 
house  for  purchasing  and  issuing  supplies  on  the 
Atlantic  coast. 

XXIII.  Coast  Guard  store  at  Grand  Haven,  Mich.  General  store¬ 
house  for  the  Great  Lakes. 

XXI Y.  Coast  Guard  store  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.  General  store¬ 
house  for  the  Pacific  coast. 


PERSONNEL. 

The  authorized  commissioned  personnel  of  the  Coast  Guard  is  255, 
divided  into  the  following  grades: 


1  captain  commandant. 

6  senior  captains. 

31  captains. 

37  first  lieutenants. 

42  second  lieutenants. 

42  third  lieutenants. 

1  engineer  in  chief. 

6  captains  of  engineers. 

28  first  lieutenants  of  engineers. 

22  second  lieutenants  of  engineers. 
24  third  lieutenants  of  engineers. 


2  constructors  with  the  rank  of  first 

lieutenant. 

1  district  superintendent  with  rela¬ 
tive  rank  of  captain. 

3  district  superintendents  with  rela¬ 

tive  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 

4  district  superintendents  with  rela¬ 

tive  rank  of  second  lieutenant. 

5  district  superintendents  with  rela¬ 

tive  rank  of  third  lieutenant. 


At  the  Coast  Guard  Academy,  New  London,  Conn.,  there  were 
on  June  30,  1916,  12  cadets  of  the  line  and  2  cadet  engineers  in  all. 
At  that  time  there  were  31  vacancies  in  the  commissioned  personnel. 


By  law  the  officers  of  the  Coast  Guard  rank  as  follows: 

Captain  commandant,  with. .........  -  {captain,  United  States  Navy'. 

Senior  captain  and  engineer  in  chief,  /Lieutenant  colonel,  United  States  Army, 
with . /Commander,  United  States  Navy. 

Captain  and  captain  of  engineers,  commander? United  States  Navy. 

First  lieutenant  and  first  lieutenant  of  f  Captain,  United  States  Army. 

engineers,  with . (Lieutenant  (senior),  United  States  Navy. 

Second  lieutenant  and  second  lieuten-  /First  lieutenant,  United  States  Army. 

ant  of  engineers,  with . /Lieutenant  (junior),  United  States  Navy. 

Third  lieutenant  and  third  lieutenant  /Second  lieutenant,  United  States  Army, 
of  engineers,  with . (Ensign,  United  States  Navy. 
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The  pay  of  the  commissioned  personnel,  except  for  the  grade  of  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  is  fixed  by  Congress  to  correspond  with  the  pay 
and  allowances  of  like  rank  in  the  Army.  Officers  are  retired  upon 
reaching  the  age  of  64  years  or  upon  becoming  physically  incapaci¬ 
tated  for  active  service,  and  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  be  retired  after  30  years’  service.  At  the  present  time 
officers  reach  command  rank  at  about  40  years  of  age,  which  goes  far 
toward  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 

The  total  authorized  complement  of  warrant  officers,  petty  officers, 
and  men  is  3,945,  their  pay  being  regulated  by  law.  Warrant  officers 
are  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  hold  their 
appointments  during  good  behavior.  Petty  officers  and  other  men 
are  enlisted  for  periods  of  one  year.  Efficiency  in  the  enlisted  ranks 
is  rewarded  by  promotion  to  the  several  grades  of  petty  officers,  and 
the  warrant  officers  are  selected  from  the  petty  officers  as  vacancies 
occur.  Warrant  and  petty  officers  receive  10  per  cent  increase  for 
every  five  years  of  service,  not  to  exceed  40  per  cent  in  all.  Enlisted 
men  receive  an  increase  for  each  three  years  of  continuous  service  up 
to  and  including  15  years.  Subsistence  or  an  allowance  therefor  is 
provided  by  the  Government,  and  enlisted  men  receive  an  annual 
allowance  for  uniform  clothing.  Warrant  officers,  petty  officers,  and 
enlisted  men  are  retired  under  the  same  conditions  as  commissioned 
officers. 

Offenses  against  discipline  are  dealt  with  by  means  of  courts- 
martial,  convened  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  These  courts  are  by  law  organized  and  the  procedure 
conducted  substantially  in  accordance  with  naval  courts,  and  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts  and  the  punishment  to  be  imposed  by  them 
are  defined  by  law. 

equipment. 

0 

In  the  performance  of  the  duties  incumbent  upon  the  Coast  Guard, 
great  attention  has  been  given  to  the  means  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  personnel  for  carrying  on  the  ofttimes  hazardous  work  of  saving 
life  and  property  on  the  seas.  Naturally  the  greatest  number  of 
accidents  occur  during  the  most  adverse  weather  conditions.  The 
boats,  breeches-buoy  apparatus,  line-throwing  guns,  beach  and  boat 
carts,  etc.,  with  which  the  shore  stations  are  equipped  are  of  the  best 
types  known,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  keep  them  in  as  efficient 
condition  as  possible  under  existing  circumstances.  That  such  equip¬ 
ment  is  kept  fully  abreast  of  the  times  is  best  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  much  of  the  equipment  of  the  Coast  Guard  stations  has  been 
copied  for  use  in  similar  institutions  by  foreign  Governments. 

The  general  designs  of  the  cutters  are  such  as  best  fit  them  for  the 
duties  to  which  they  are  assigned.  Harbor  cutters  are  required  to 
board  incoming  vessels  by  going  alongside,  and  hence  must  be  of 
strong  construction  and  oi  medium  speed;  the  tugboat  type  is  there¬ 
fore  the  most  efficient  for  this  class  of  duty.  The  seagoing  cutters 
must  be  seaworthy,  capable  of  going  out  in  all  kinds  oi  weather  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering  assistance  to  vessels  in  distress;  they  must 
also  be  capable  of  carrying  large  quantities  of  fuel,  water,  and  sup¬ 
plies,  in  order  that  they  may  keep  the  sea  for  extended  periods  in 
searching  for  derelicts,  or  in  making  cruises  in  the  unfrequented  waters 
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of  Alaska,  where  there  are  but  few  fueling  ports.  Owing  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  status  of  the  Coast  Guard,  and  the  ultimate  use  of  all  seagoing 
cutters  for  purposes  of  national  defense,  they  must  also  conform 
generally  to  the  requirements  of  the  Nayy  for  vessels  of  this  size  and 
type.  In  fixing  the  general  characteristics  of  vessels  of  the  gunboat 
type  the  General  Board  of  the  Navy  requires  a  sustained  speed  of  12 
knots  per  hour,  a  displacement  of  between  1,000  and  1,400  tons, 
medium  draft,  and  as  large  a  steaming  radius  as  practicable  for 
vessels  having  these  other  qualifications.  These  features  approximate 
very  closely  the  requirements  of  cutters  for  the  ordinary  duties  of  the 
Coast  Guard,  and  therefore  the  policy  of  designing  all  new  seagoing 
cutters  so  as  to  adhere  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  standards  adopted 
by  the  Navy  for  the  gunboat  class  has  been  adopted. 

Special  types  of  fast  motor  boats  are  necessary  in  particular  locali¬ 
ties  and  it  is  contemplated  providing  several  of  this  type  in  thenear 
future. 

There  are  also  provided  several  motor  boats  for  duty  in  connection 
with  the  inspection  of  Coast  Guard  stations  and  the  carrying  of  sup¬ 
plies  to  outlying  stations  which  can  not  be  served  by  ordinary  means 
of  transportation. 

CRUISING  CUTTERS  (23). 

Acusknet. — A  seagoing  tug;  is  stationed  at  Woods  Hole,  Mass. 
She  is  a  powerful  steel  vessel  of  800  tons  displacement  and  was  built 
at  Newport  News,  Va.,  in  1908.  Her  general  dimensions  are  152 
feet  long  over  all,  29  feet  beam,  and  13  feet  9  inches  draft.  She  has 
water-tube  boilers,  a  triple-expansion  engine  of  1,000  indicated  horse¬ 
power,  and  a  speed  of  12J  knots.  Fitted  with  1-kw.  radio  set. 
Armed  with  two  1 -pounder  semi-automatic  guns. 

♦  Algonquin. — A  steel  steamer  205  feet  6  inches  long  over  all,  32  feet 
beam,  13 J  feet  draft,  and  has  a  displacement  of  1,181  tons.  She 
was  constructed  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1898,  and  intended  for  service 
on  the  Great  Lakes.  She  was  needed  on  the  Atlantic  coast  during 
the  Spanish  War,  and  it  was  necessary  to  cut  her  in  two  to  allow 
passage  through  the  canals.  This  vessel  has  powerful  machinery 
which  when  new  was  capable  of  developing  2,400  horsepower,  with 
a  resultant  speed  of  16  knots.  This  vessel  is  now  undergoing  exten¬ 
sive  repairs  to  both  hull  and  machinery  at  the  Arundel  Cove  depot, 
which  will  soon  be  completed.  Her  headquarters  is  San  Juan,  P.  R., 
and  her  cruising  grounds  comprise  all  the  waters  in  the  vicinity  of 
Porto  Rico.  Fitted  with  2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with  four  rapid- 
fire  6-pounder  guns. 

Androscoggin. — A  cutter  of  1,600  tons  displacement,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Boston,  Mass.  She  is  210  feet  long  over  all,  35  feet  2 
inches  beam,  and  17J  feet  draft.  She  was  constructed  at  Tompkins 
Cove,  N.  Y.,in  1908,  and  is  of  wood  throughout,  for  the  reason  that 
during  the  winter  season  she  sometimes  has  to  break  through  the  ice 
for  the  relief  of  shipping.  The  vessel  has  a  very  large  coal  and 
water  capacity  and  is  used  in  extending  medical  relief  to  crews  of  the 
fishing  fleets.  She  has  modern  machinery  capable  of  developing 
about  1,600  horsepower,  and  is  now  in  fair  condition  throughout. 
Her  cruising  grounds  at  the  present  time,  while  engaged  in  extending 
medical  and  surgical  aid  to  the  crews  of  American  fishing  vessels, 
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are  on  the  several  fishing  banks  where  they  congregate.  Fitted  with 
2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with  four  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Apache. — This  cutter  was  built  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1891,  and 
formerly  was  known  as  the  Galveston.  Originally  a  twin-screw  craft, 
she  was  in  1905  fitted  with  new  machinery  throughout  and  trans¬ 
formed  to  single  screw.  She  is  188  feet  long  over  all,  29  feet  beam, 
9  feet  3  inches  draft,  and  displaces  700  tons.  The  material  used  in 
her  construction  is  iron.  The  new  machinery  is  capable  of  develop¬ 
ing  about  1,200  horsepower,  and  since  being  reconstructed  she  is  a 
fairly  efficient  craft  for  a  vessel  now  over  25  years  old.  She  has  head¬ 
quarters  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  her  cruising  grounds  consist  of 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  various  tributaries.  Fitted  with  1-kw.  radio 
set.  Armed  with  three  rapid-fire  3-pounders. 

Bear. — This  vessel,  one  of  the  best  known  in  the  Government  serv¬ 
ice,  was  built  at  Greenock,  Scotland,  in  1874,  and  was  originally 
used  as  an  Arctic  whaler.  In  1883  she  was  purchased  by  the  United 
States  for  use  on  the  Greely  relief  expedition.  Having  successfully 
fulfilled  the  object  for  which  she  was  purchased,  she  was  in  1885 
transferred  from  the  Navy  Department  to  the  Revenue-Cutter  Serv¬ 
ice.  She  is,  of  course,  built  very  solidly  of  wood  for  service  in  the  ice. 
Her  length  over  all  is  198  feet,  beam  28 \  feet,  and  draft  18  feet  2 
inches,  with  a  displacement  of  1,700  tons.  She  has  had  frequent 
repairs  and  been  modernized,  so  that  to-day  she  is  in  fairly  good  con¬ 
dition.  Her  winter  headquarters  are  at  San  Diego,  Cal.,  from  whence 
she  cruises  along  the  southern  coast  of  California.  In  the  summer 
months  she  makes  annual  cruises  to  Alaska  and  the  Arctic  Ocean 
as  far  north  at  Point  Barrow.  Her  propelling  machinery  is  such  as 
to  give  her  a  speed  of  only  8  knots,  but  she  is  also  a  barkentine,  rigged 
for  full  sail  power,  which  is  used  to  assist  the  steam  machinery. 
Fitted  with  2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with  three  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Comanche  (formerly  Window) . — A  twin-screw,  steel  vessel,  built  at 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  in  1896.  Her  length  over  all  is  170  feet  8  inches; 
beam,  27  feet;  draft,  9J  feet,  with  a  displacement  of  670  tons.  During 
the  past  year  this  vessel  has  been  rebuilt  and  fitted  with  new  water- 
tube  boilers  designed  for  burning  oil  fuel.  Her  efficiency  as  a  cruising 
cutter  has  greatly  increased.  Her  headquarters  are  at  Galveston, 
Tex.,  and  her  cruising  district  extends  from  New  Orleans,  La.,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Fitted  with  2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with 
three  rapid-fire  3-pounders. 

Gresham. — A  steel  vessel,  built  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1897.  She 
is  205 J  feet  long,  32  feet  beam,  and  12^-  feet  draft,  with  a  displace¬ 
ment  of  1,090  tons.  Originally  intended  for  cruising  on  the  Great 
Lakes,  the  necessities  of  the  Spanish  War  caused  her  to  be  brought  to 
the  Atlantic  coast,  where  she  has  since  remained.  She  is  fitted  with 
steam  machinery  of  2,500  horsepower,  and  has  attained  a  maximum 
speed  of  17  knots.  This  craft,  now  19  years  in  service,  is  in  fairly 
good  condition,  but  before  long  she  will  need  to  be  thoroughly  over¬ 
hauled  and  modernized.  Her  headquarters  are  at  Boston,  Mass., 
and  her  cruising  grounds  extend  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,to  Nan¬ 
tucket  Shoals  Lightship.  Fitted  with  2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with 
four  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Itasca . — This  vessel  was  formerly  the  practice  ship  Bancroft ,  built 
for  service  in  connection  with  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis.  In 
1906  she  was  transferred  to  the  then  Revenue-Caitter  Service,  thor- 
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oughly  overhauled,  and  fitted  with  new  boilers.  She  was  built  of 
steel  throughout  at  Elizabethport,  N.  J.,  in  1893,  and  is  now  in  fairly 
good  condition.  The  principal  dimensions  are  189J  feet  long  over 
all,  32  feet  beam,  13  feet  10  inches  draft,  with  a  displacement  of  980 
tons.  She  is  fitted  with  twin  screws  and  is  capable  of  making  a 
speed  of  14 J  knots  under  forced  draft.  During  the  summer  months 
she  makes  annual  deep-sea  cruises  for  the  instruction  and  training 
of  the  corps  of  cadets.  In  the  winter  season  she  is  used  as  a  relief 
vessel  for  any  which  may  be  undergoing  repairs.  Fitted  with  2-kw. 
radio  set.  Armed  with  four  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

McCulloch. — Built  at  Philadelphia  in  1897.  She  is  of  composite 
construction,  219  feet  long  over  all,  32  feet  6  inches  beam,  15  feet  11 
inches  draft,  with  a  displacement  of  1,400  tons.  During  the  Spanish- 
American  War  this  cutter  was  employed  as  a  dispatch  boat  for 
Dewey’s  squadron  at  Manila,  and  she  has  seen  hard  and  continuous 
service  ever  since.  Recently  new  boilers  were  installed,  and  as  many 
needed  repairs  to  the  hull  and  machinery  were  made  as  the  available 
funds  would  permit.  A  limited  storage  capacity  for  oil  fuel  was  in¬ 
stalled,  which  has  enabled  the  vessel  to  be  cruised  very  economically. 
She  has  headquarters  at  San  Francisco  during  the  winter,  and  during 
the  summer  months  she  is  detailed  in  connection  with  the  Bering  Sea 
patrol  and  other  duties  in  Alaskan  waters.  Fitted  with  2-kw.  radio 
set.  Armed  with  four  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Manning. — Of  the  composite  type  of  construction,  built  at  Boston, 
Mass.,  in  1897.  She  is  205  feet  long  over  all,  32  feet  beam,  13  feet 
9  inches  draft,  and  has  a  displacement  of  1,150  tons.  The  old  boilers 
of  this  cutter  have  recently  been  replaced  with  modern  water-tube 
boilers,  her  bunkers  and  fresh-water  capacity  greatly  enlarged,  and 
her  main  engine  cylinders  redesigned.  The  results  have  been  very 
successful,  and  the  vessel  is  now  very  efficient  as  a  Bering  Sea  patrol 
cutter.  In  the  winter  the  Manning’s  headquarters  are  at  Astoria, 
Oreg. ;  in  the  summer  she  is  detailed  to  the  Bering  Sea  patrol  and 
other  duties  in  Alaskan  waters.  Fitted  with  2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed 
with  four  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Mohawk. — A  steel  cutter,  built  at  Richmond,  Va.,  in  1902.  She  is 
205J  feet  long  over  all,  32  feet  beam,  and  12  feet  7  inches  draft,  with 
a  displacement  of  1,150  tons.  This  vessel  has  recently  had  some  re¬ 
pairs  and  is  now  in  good  condition.  She  has  headquarters  at  New 
York,  and  cruises  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  tributary  waters  between 
Gay  Head,  Mass.,  and  Delaware  Breakwater  in  performing  her  duties 
of  assisting  vessels  in  distress  and  enforcing  the  various  navigation 
laws.  Fitted  with  2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with  four  rapid-fire 
6-pounders. 

Morrill. — Constructed  of  iron  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  in  1889.  She 
is  145  feet  3  inches  long  over  all,  24  feet  beam,  9J  feet  draft,  and  has 
a  displacement  of  420  tons — somewhat  inadequate  for  the  modern  re¬ 
quirements  of  a  cruising  cutter.  Five  years  ago  she  was  equipped 
with  a  new  boiler  and  given  a  thorough  overhauling.  Owing  to  her 
age  and  small  size,  she  is  not  an  efficient  vessel  for  this  station  and 
should  soon  be  replaced  by  a  new  and  larger  cutter.  Her  headquar¬ 
ters  are  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  she  cruises  the  waters  of  Lakes  Huron, 
St.  Clair,  Erie,  and  Ontario.  Fitted  with  2-low.  radio  set.  Armed 
with  one  rapid-fire  3 -pounder. 
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Onondaga. — A  steel  vessel,  sister  ship  of  the  Algonquin,  and,  like 
her,  was  cut  in  two  during  the  Spanish- American  War  and  brought 
to  the  Atlantic  coast  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  she  was  built  in 
1898.  She  is  205-J  feet  long  over  all,  32  feet  beam,  13  feet  2  inches 
draft,  and  displaces  1,190  tons.  This  vessel  has  done  much  hard 
cruising,  at  present  is  in  bad  condition  and  will  soon  need  extensive 
repairs.  Her  headquarters  are  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  her  cruising 
grounds  extend  from  Great  Egg  Harbor,  N.  J.,  to  Cape  Hatteras, 
N.  C.,  including  the  Delaware  River  and  Bay.  As  many  marine  acci¬ 
dents  occur  in  the  waters  which  she  patrols,  she  is  subjected  to 
many  calls  to  render  assistance  to  distressed  vessels.  Fitted  with 
2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with  four  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Ossipee. — A  steel  vessel  constructed  at  Newport  News,  Va.,  and 
completed  in  1915.  She  is  165  feet  10  inches  long  over  all,  32  feet 
beam,  molded,  and  has  a  mean  draft  of  11  feet  6  inches,  her  dis¬ 
placement  at  that  draft  being  908  tons.  She  is  equipped  with  a 
triple-expansion  engine  and  water-tube  boilers,  which  developed  1,200 
indicated  horsepower  on  trial  and  gave  a  speed  of  12J  knots.  This 
vessel  is  especially  constructed  for  breaking  ice  in  the  winter  season 
along  the  New  England  coast.  The  bunker  and  tank  capacities  of 
this  ship  are  very  large  for  a  vessel  of  her  size,  which  will  enable  her 
to  be  used  for  making  long  cruises  in  connection  with  derelict  work. 
She  is  stationed  at  Portland,  Me.,  and  cruises  along  the  coasts  of 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire.  She  is  fitted  with  a  2-kw.  radio  set. 
Armed  with  four  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Pamlico. — Built  especially  for  service  in  inland  waters,  and  was 
designed  for  very  light  draft.  Constructed  of  steel  throughout  at 
Wilmington,  Del.,  in  1907.  She  is  158  feet  long,  30  feet  beam,  draws 
5  feet  8  inches,  and  displaces  450  tons.  She  is  equipped  with  twin 
screws,  and  her  machinery  is  of  the  most  modern  type.  Her  general 
condition  is  good.  The  headquarters  of  the  Pamlico  are  at  Newbern, 
N.  C.,  and  her  cruising  district  embraces  the  waters  of  Albemarle  and 
Pamlico  Sounds  and  the  Neuse  River,  where  she  enforces  the  naviga¬ 
tion  laws  and  renders  aid  to  the  large  fleet  of  small  vessels  which  are 
engaged  in  the  fishing,  oyster,  and  transportation  business.  Fitted 
with  2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with  two  rapid-fire  3-pounders. 

Seminole . — Constructed  of  steel  throughout  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in 
1900.  She  is  188  feet  long  over  all,  29^-  feet  beam,  11  feet  8  inches 
draft,  and  her  displacement  is  845  tons.  New  boilers  have  been  fitted, 
her  coal  capacity  enlarged,  and  extensive  repairs  and  improvements 
made  to  lier  hull,  so  that  she  is  now  in  very  good  condition  for  a  vessel 
of  her  age.  The  vessel’s  headquarters  are  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  from 
whence  she  patrols  from  Cape  Hatteras  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  Fitted 
with  2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with  four  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Seneca. — A  steel  vessel,  built  at  Newport  News,  Va.,  in  1908.  The 
principal  dimensions  are:  Length  over  all,  204  feet;  beam,  34  feet; 
draft,  17  feet  3  inches;  and  a  displacement  of  1,445  tons.  She  is 
popularly  known  as  the  “  derelict  destroyer/’  from  the  fact  that  she 
is  the  only  vessel  in  the  world  which  is  used  exclusively  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  destroying  floating  and  sunken  derelicts.  The  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  approved  May  12,  1906,  provided  that  she  should  bo  “  specially 
fitted  for  and  adapted  to  service  at  sea  in  bad  weather,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  blowing  up  or  otherwise  destroying  or  towing  into  port 
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wrecks,  derelicts,  and  other  floating  dangers  to  navigation.”  She  is, 
therefore,  a  vessel  capable  of  keeping  the  seas  for  long  periods  in  any 
kind  of  weather,  and  is  provided  with  all  necessary  apparatus  for 
carrying  out  the  purposes  for  which  she  was  constructed.  She  has  a 
maximum  speed  of  about  12 £  knots  and  is  a  thoroughly  efficient 
vessel,  as  attested  by  the  large  amount  of  valuable  work  which  she 
has  performed  since  being  commissioned.  Her  headquarters  are  at 
New  York  City,  and  her  activities  are  limited  to  certain  portions  of 
the  North  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  eastward  of  the  United  States.  She 
is  also  authorized,  under  special  circumstances,  in  the  interest  of  ship¬ 
ping,  to  proceed  beyond  those  limits.  For  the  past  four  seasons  she 
has  been  detailed  for  ice-patrol  duty  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Grand 
Banks.  In  the  summer  months,  during  periods  of  fair  weather,  this 
vessel  is  also,  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  frequently  re¬ 
quired  to  patrol  regatta  courses  and  enforce  navigation  laws.  Fitted 
with  2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with  four  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Snohomish . — This  is  another  vessel  which,  with  the  Seneca ,  might 
be  termed  a  “  special  type.”  The  act  of  April  19,  1906,  required 
u  that  there  shall  be  constructed,  for  and  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Coast  Guard,  a  first-class  seagoing  tug  for  service  in  saving  life 
and  property  in  the  vicinity  of  the  North  Pacific  coast  of  the  United 
States,  which  tug  shall  be  equipped  with  wireless-telegraph  appara¬ 
tus,  surfboats,  and  such  other  modern  life  and  property  saving 
appliances  as  may  be  deemed  useful  in  assisting  vessels  and  rescuing 
persons  and  property  from  the  perils  of  the  sea.”  The  Snohomish 
is  constructed  of  steel,  152  feet  long  over  all,  29  feet  beam,  15  feet 
5  inches  draft,  with  a  displacement  of  880  tons.  As  required  by 
law,  she  is  equipped  with  every  device  of  any  practical  value  in  the 
saving  of  life.  Although  her  headquarters  are  at  Port  Angeles, 
Wash.,  she  spends  the  greater  part  of  the  time  at  Neah  Bay,  Wash., 
where  she  is  kept  in  constant  readiness  to  answer  calls  for  assistance. 
Fitted  with  1-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with  two  1-pounder  semi-auto¬ 
matic  guns. 

Tallapoosa. — This  cutter  was  recently  completed  at  Newport  News 
Va.,  and  is  constructed  throughout  of  steel.  She  has  a  length  over 
all  of  165  feet  10  inches;  breadth  molded,  32  feet.  Her  mean  draft 
is  11  feet  6  inches,  with  a  displacement  at  that  draft  of  912  tons. 
Her  triple-expansion  engines  are  capable  of  developing  1,200  horse¬ 
power,  which  gives  the  cutter  a  speed  of  12  J  knots.  She  is  fitted  for 
burning  oil  fuel  exclusively,  and  her  large  tank  capacity  for  both  oil 
and  water  gives  her  an  unusually  large  steaming  radius.  This  enables 
her  to  make  long-continued  cruises  in  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  locating  and  destroying  derelicts.  She  is 
stationed  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  her  cruising  waters  are  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  She  is  fitted  with  a  2-kw.  radio  set  and  armed  with  four 
rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Tampa  (formerly  Miami). — Launched  at  Newport  News,  Va.,  in 
February,  1912.  She  is  a  steel  vessel  throughout,  190  feet  long  over 
all,  32^  feet  beam,  14  feet  1  inch  draft,  and  has  a  displacement  of 
1,180  tons.  This  vessel  is  modern  in  every  respect  and  is  provided 
with  water-tube  boilers  and  a  triple-expansion  engine  of  1,300  indi¬ 
cated  horsepower,  which  gives  her  a  speed  of  12  J  knots.  She  has  an 
unusually  large  coal  and  water  capacity,  which  enables  her  to  make 
long-continued  cruises  in  search  of  derelicts  and  in  the  assistance  of 
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distressed  vessels.  The  Tampa  is  stationed  at  Key  West,  Fla.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  past  four  seasons  she  has  been  one  of  the  two  vessels  detailed 
for  ice-patrol  duty.  Her  regular  cruising  grounds  are  the  waters  of 
southern  Florida  as  far  north  as  Fernandina  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Fitted  with  2-kw.  radio  set.  Armed  with  three  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Tuscarora. — A  steel  vessel  built  at  Kichmond,  Va.,  in  1902.  Fler 
principal  dimensions  are  178  feet  over  all,  30  feet  beam,  10  feet  11 
inches  draft,  with  a  displacement  of  740  tons.  Although  14  years 
old,  this  vessel,  her  machinery,  and  ecpiipment  are  in  fair  condition. 
She  is  stationed  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  from  whence  she  cruises  the 
waters  of  Lakes  Michigan  and  Superior.  Fitted  with  1-kw.  radio 
set.  Armed  with  one  rapid-fire  3-pounder. 

Unalga. — A  sister  ship  to  the  Tampa,  built  of  steel  and  launched 
at  Newport  News,  Va.,  February,  1912.  She  is  of  steel  construction, 
190  feet  long,  32^  feet  beam,  14  feet  1  inch  draft,  and  a  displacement 
of  1,180  tons.  She  is  provided  with  a  triple-expansion  engine  and 
water- tube  boilers  capable  of  developing  1,300  indicated  horsepower, 
which  gives  a  speed  of  12^  knots.  The  bunker  and  tank  capacity  of 
this  ship  are  unusually  large  for  a  vessel  of  this  class,  which  enables 
her  to  make  long-continued  cruises  in  Alaska  waters.  She  is  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  in  the  winter  season  she  cruises  in  the 
waters  of  Puget  Sound  and  vicinity.  Fitted  with  2-kw.  radio  set. 
Armed  with  three  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

Yamacraw. — A  steel  cutter,  built  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  in  1909.  The 
principal  dimensions  are  191  feet  8  inches  length  over  all,  32 J  feet 
beam,  13  feet  draft,  and  has  a  displacement  of  1,080  tons.  This 
vessel  is  now  at  the  depot,  Arundel  Cove,  Md.,  undergoing  some 
much-needed  repairs  and  alterations,  the  first  given  to  her  since  she 
was  completed.  Her  headquarters  are  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  from  which 
she  patrols  that  portion  of  the  South  Atlantic  coast  extending  from 
Cape  Lookout,  N.  C.,  to  Fernandina,  Fla.  Fitted  with  2-kw.  radio 
set.  Armed  with  four  rapid-fire  6-pounders. 

HARBOR  CUTTERS  AND  LAUNCHES  (24). 

Active. — A  wooden  launch,  36J  feet  long,  fitted  with  a  gasoline 
engine,  and  stationed  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
anchorage  and  motor-boat  laws. 

Alert. — A  small  wooden  launch  61  ^  feet  long  over  all,  built  at 
Mobile,  Ala.,  in  1907.  A  new  boiler  has  recently  been  fitted  and  the 
launch  is  in  good  condition.  She  is  employed  principally  in  board¬ 
ing  incoming  foreign  vessels  for  the  customs  service,  and  in  enforcing 
navigation  laws  in  Mobile  Harbor. 

Areata. — A  wooden  tug,  85  feet  long  over  all,  17  feet  beam,  and 
10  feet  4  inches  draft,  with  a  displacement  of  140  tons,  has  recently 
been  provided  with  a  new  boiler  fitted  for  burning  oil.  Was  built 
at  San  Francisco  in  1903,  and  is  now  in  good  condition.  She  is 
stationed  at  Port  Townsend,  Wash.,  and  her  cruising  grounds  are 
confined  to  Puget  Sound. 

Calumet. — -A  harbor  boat,  built  of  steel  throughout  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  in  1894.  She  is  94^  feet  long  over  all,  20J  feet  beam,  and  9 
feet  deep,  with  a  displacement  of  170  tons.  She  has  recently  been 
fitted  with  a  new  boiler  designed  to  use  oil  fuel,  and  is  now  in  fairly 
good  condition.  Her  headquarters  are  at  New  York  City,  and  she 
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is  employed  principally  in  boarding  incoming  vessels  in  connection 
with  the  customs  service. 

Carolina. — A  wooden  launch  57  feet  5  inches  long,  driven  by  a 
gasoline  engine.  Performs  inspection  duty  and  carries  supplies  to 
stations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Davey. — This  harbor  vessel  was  built  of  steel  throughout  at  Wil¬ 
mington,  Del.,  in  1908.  She  is  92 J  feet  long  over  all,  19  feet  beam, 
11  feet  2  inches  draft,  and  displaces  180  tons.  During  the  past  year 
she  was  fitted  with  a  new  water-tube  boiler  and  is  now  an  oil  burner. 
She  is  employed  for  boarding  incoming  vessels  at  New  Orleans,  La., 
in  connection  with  the  customs  service  and  for  enforcing  the  naviga¬ 
tion  laws  in  the  lower  Mississippi  River. 

Delmarva. — A  wooden  motor  boat  45  feet  5  inches  long,  used  as  a 
supply  boat  for  the  Coast  Guard  stations  in  Delaware  and  Maryland. 

Golden  Gate. — A  harbor  vessel  built  of  steel  throughout,  at  Seattle, 
Wash.,  in  1896.  She  is  110  feet  long  over  all,  20 J  feet  beam,  9  feet 
10  inches  draft,  with  a  displacement  of  240  tons.  In  1910  a  new 
boiler  with  oil-fuel-burning  apparatus  was  installed,  and  she  is  now 
in  fairly  good  condition.  She  is  employed  for  boarding  purposes  in 
connection  with  the  customs  service  in  San  Francisco  Harbor  and 
for  general  Coast  Guard  purposes  in  San  Francisco  Bay  and  its 
tributaries. 

Guard. — A  small  wooden  harbor  craft  67J  feet  long,  completed  in 
1914,  at  the  Mare  Island  Navy  Yard.  She  is  fitted  with  latest  type  of 
machinery,  and  is  an  oil-fuel  burner.  Her  headquarters  are  at  Fri¬ 
day  Harbor,  Wash.,  and  she  cruises  in  the  upper  part  of  Puget  Sound 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  Chinese  and  opium  smuggling  and 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  navigation  laws. 

Guide. — This  is  a  motor  boat  built  at  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  in  1907.  She 
is  70  feet  long  over  all,  13  feet  beam,  with  a  draft  of  4J  feet.  She  is 
equipped  with  twin  screws  operated  by  two  gasoline  engines  of  60 
horsepower  each,  and  is  in  fair  condition.  Iler  duties  are  confined 
to  enforcing  the  anchorage,  motor-boat,  and  navigation  laws  in  New 
York  Harbor  and  vicinity. 

Guthrie. — A  steel  harbor  vessel,  constructed  at  Baltinvore,  Md.,  in 
1895.  She  is  88  feet  long  over  all,  17  feet  beam,  9  feet  draft,  with  a 
displacement  of  150  tons.  Although  21  years  old,  this  vessel  is  in 
fairly  good  condition,  and  needs  only  current  repairs  to  keep  her 
efficient  for  the  duties  performed,  which  consist  of  boarding  incoming 
vessels  for  the  customs  authorities  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  the 
enforcement  of  the  motor-boat  and  navigation  laws  in  that  vicinity. 

Hartley. — A  small  wooden  harbor  vessel,  built  at  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  in  1875.  She  is  64 \  feet  long,  11  feet  beam,  6J  feet  draft,  with  a 
displacement  of  65  tons.  She  is  now  41  years  old,  her  machinery  is 
obsolete,  and  she  is  scarcely  capable  of  performing  her  duties  as  night 
boat  in  connection  with  the  customs  service  at  San  Francisco. 

Hudson. — This  harbor  vessel  was  built  of  iron  throughout  at  Cam¬ 
den,  N.  J.,  in  1893.  She  is  96J  feet  long,  20  feet  beam,  9  feet  draft, 
and  has  a  displacement  of  180  tons.  A  new  boiler  has  been  installed 
and  the  vessel  is  in  fairly  good  condition.  She  is  stationed  at  New 
York  City,  where  her  principal  duties  are  in  connection  with  the 
customs  service  at  that  port. 

Mackinac. — A  vessel  of  the  harbor  type,  constructed  of  steel 
throughout  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1903.  She  is  110  feet  long  over  all, 
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20J  feet  beam,  10J  feet  draft,  and  has  a  displacement  of  240  tons. 
She  is  in  good  condition,  and  is  employed  in  regulating  the  passage 
of  the  vast  fleet  of  vessels  through  the  approaches  to  the  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  Canal  and  locks  which  connect  Lakes  Huron  and  Superior. 
She  also  enforces  navigation  and  motor-boat  laws  in  that  vicinity. 

Magothy. — A  steel  steamer  built  in  1895  at  West  Bay  City,  Mich. 
She  is  100  feet  2  inches  long  over  all,  13  feet  2  inches  beam,  and  5  feet 
9  inches  depth.  Transferred  from  the  Public  Health  Service  in  May, 
1916,  and  is  now  at  the  depot,  Arundel  Cove,  unassigned. 

Manhattan. — This  is  one  of  the  oldest  vessels  in  the  service  and  was 
constructed  at  Chester,  Pa.,  in  1873,  of  iron.  She  is  102  feet  long, 
20  feet  5  inches  beam,  8J  feet  draft,  and  has  a  displacement  of  145 
tons.  The  machinery  of  this  vessel  is  of  an  antiquated  type  and  in¬ 
efficient;  the  hull  is  in  bad  condition,  and  a  new  vessel  is  most  urgently 
needed  for  the  performance  of  her  very  important  duties,  which 
consist  principally  of  enforcing  the  anchorage  regulations  in  the  port 
of  New  York. 

Moriches. — A  wooden  launch  32  feet  long,  motor  driven,  used  as  a 
supply  boat  for  Coast  Guard  stations  along  the  south  shore  of  Long 
Island. 

Penrose. — A  small  wooden  launch,  67  feet  long,  built  at  Bentley 
Manor,  N.  Y.,  in  1883.  She  is  equipped  with  a  water-tube  boiler  and 
compound  engine,  and  on  account  of  her  long  service  is  at  present 
in  but  fair  condition.  She  is  stationed  at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  where  her 
duties  are  boarding  incoming  foreign  vessels  in  connection  with  the 
customs  service  and  enforcing  the  motor-boat  and  navigation  laws 
in  the  harbor. 

Relief. — A  small  wooden  steamer  34  feet  long  over  all.  At  present 
used  as  a  supply  boat  at  the  Coast  Guard  depot,  Arundel  Cove,  Md. 

Scout. — This  is  a  wooden  launch,  built  originally  for  the  Customs 
Service  in  1898,  which  has  been  recently  transferred  to  the  Coast 
Guard.  She  is  61  feet  6  inches  long,  13  feet  beam,  and  has  a  draft  of 
5  feet  6  inches  and  a  displacement  of  40  tons.  Her  old  steam  machin¬ 
ery  has  been  removed  and  replaced  by  a  50-horsepower  gasoline 
engine.  The  launch  is  stationed  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  is  employed 
in  boarding  duty  and  enforcing  the  customs  and  navigation  laws  on 
Puget  Sound. 

Tioga. — A  harbor  vessel  built  at  Solomons  Island,  Md.,  in  1916. 
Is  81  feet  3  inches  long,  18J  feet  beam,  9  feet  depth,  and  fitted  with 
steam  machinery.  Used  as  a  relief  boat  when  other  harbor  cutters 
are  undergoing  repairs. 

Vigilant. — A  small  45-foot  motor-driven  launch,  built  in  1910  at 
Bay  City,  Mich.  She  is  actively  employed  during  the  season  of  navi¬ 
gation  in  patrolling  and  enforcing  the  laws  relative  to  the  passage 
of  vessels  through  the  canal  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich. 

Winnisimmet. — A  harbor  vessel  built  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1903. 
She  is  of  steel,  and  her  principal  dimensions  are  96^  feet  long,  20^ 
feet  beam,  9  feet  1  inch  draft,  with  a  displacement  of  180  tons.  Her 
condition  is  but  fair  and  she  will  shortly  need  a  thorough  overhauling. 
The  vessel  is  in  fair  condition  and  efficiently  performs  the  duties  of 
boarding  incoming  foreign  vessels  at  Boston,  Mass.,  and  enforcing 
the  motor-boat  laws  in  that  harbor. 

Wissahickon. — A  harbor  vessel  built  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1904. 
She  is  of  steel  throughout;  is  96J  feet  long,  201  feet  beam,  9  feet  5 
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inches  draft,  and  displaces  195  tons.  She  is  in  fair  condition,  and 
perforins  the  work  of  boarding  incoming  foreign  vessels  and  enforc¬ 
ing  the  navigation  laws  at  the  port  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

station  ship  (l). 

Colfax. — This  is  a  vessel  worn  out  for  cruising  purposes,  now  used 
at  the  service  depot,  Arundel  Cove,  Md.,  as  a  station  ship.  She  was 
formerly  a  side-wheeler,  but  the  machinery  has  been  removed  and 
additional  living  quarters  provided,  in  order  to  house  the  crews  of 
cutters  undergoing  repairs.  Her  over- all  dimensions  are  179  feet  5 
inches  long,  25  feet  beam,  and  draft  10  feet,  with  a  displacement  of 
486  tons. 

THE  COAST  GUARD  FLAG. 

The  distinctive  flag  flown  from  the  foremast  on  all  Coast  Guard 
cutters  causes  many  inquiries  as  to  its  origin,  and  the  following  sketch 
of  the  history  of  this  flag  will  therefore  be  of  interest. 

Nine  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  Revenue-Cutter  Service, 
the  forebear  of  the  existing  Coast  Guard,  Congress,  in  the  act  of 
March  2,  1799,  provided  that — 

The  cutters  and  boats  employed  in  the  service  of  the  revenue  shall  be  distinguished 
from  other  vessels  by  an  ensign  and  pennant,  with  such  marks  thereon  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  President.  If  any  vessel  or  boat,  not  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  revenue,  shall,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  carry  or  hoist  any 
pennant  or  ensign  prescribed  for  vessels  in  such  service,  the  master  of  the  vessel  so 
offending  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Under  date  of  August  1,  1799,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Oliver 
Wolcott,  issued  an  order  announcing  that  in  pursuance  of  authority 
from  the  President  the  distinguishing  ensign  and  pennant  should  con¬ 
sist  of  “sixteen  perpendicular  stripes,  alternate  red  and  white,  the 
Union  of  the  Ensign  to  be  the  Arms  of  the  United  States  in  dark 
Blue  on  a  White  Field.” 

This  picturesque  flag,  with  its  vertical  stripes,  now  so  familiar  in 
American  waters,  was  arranged  with  historical  detail,  inasmuch  as  in 
the  union  of  the  flag  there  are  13  stars,  13  leaves  to  the  olive  branch, 
13  arrows,  and  13  bars  to  the  shield,  all  corresponding  to  the  original 
number  of  States  constituting  the  Union  at  the  time  of  the  founding 
of  the  Republic.  The  16  vertical  stripes  in  the  body  of  the  flag  are 
symbolical  of  the  number  of  States  composing  the  Union  when  this 
flag  was  officially  adopted. 

Originally  intended  to  be  flown  only  on  revenue  cutters  and  boats 
connected  with  the  Customs  Service,  in  the  passage  of  time  there 

frew  up  a  practice  of  flying  this  distinctive  flag  from  certain  custom- 
ouses,  and  finally,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
1874,  it  was  flown  from  all  customhouses.  From  then  until  1910  it 
was  displayed  indiscriminately  on  customhouses,  customs  boats,  and 
revenue  cutters. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  this  distinctive  ensign,  the  sign  of  authority 
of  a  cutter,  should  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  as  originally  contem¬ 
plated,  President  Taft  issued  the  following  Executive  order  on  June 
7,  1910: 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  under  the  provisions  of  section  2764  of  the 
Revised  Statutes,  I  hereby  prescribe  that  the  distinguishing  flag  now  used  by  vessels 
of  the  Revenue-Cutter  Service  be  marked  by  the  distinctive  emblem  of  that  service, 
in  blue  and  white,  placed  on  a  line  with  the  lower  edge  of  the  union,  and  over  the 
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center  of  the  seventh  vertical  red  stripe  from  the  mast  of  said  flag,  the  emblem  to 
cover  a  horizontal  space  of  three  stripes.  This  change  to  be  made  as  soon  as  practi¬ 
cable. 

Upon  the  establishment  of  the  Coast  Guard,  which  absorbed  the 
duties  of  the  Revenue-Cutter  Service,  the  ensign  described  above 
became  the  distinctive  flag  of  Coast  Guard  cutters,  which  if  flown 
from  any  other  vessel  or  boat  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  will  subject  the  offender  to  the  penalty  of  the  law. 

stations. 

The  equipment  of  Coast  Guard  stations  consists  of  the  beach 
apparatus — line-projecting  guns,  hawsers,  breeches  buoys,  etc. — 
flag  and  pyrotechnic  signals,  heaving  sticks  and  lines,  life  preservers, 
life  cars,  and  lifeboats,  surfboats,  and  other  types  of  boats. 

The  outfits  are  practically  the  same  at  all  the  stations,  but  the  boats 
are  of  various  types,  depending  upon  their  suitability  for  rescue 
work  on  the  different  coasts.  The  lifeboats  are  too  heavy  to  be 
launched  from  the  beach  into  the  surf,  and  launching  ways  are  pro¬ 
vided  and  located  for  them  where  comparatively  smooth  water  pre¬ 
vails — on  rivers,  bays,  and  inlets.  The  surfboats  are  launched  into 
the  surf  without  the  aid  of  launching  ways. 

The  boat  equipment  of  the  Coast  Guard  stations  is  indicated  in  the 
following  tables,  which  are  preceded  by  a  statement  of  dimensions, 
etc.,  of  the  principal  types  of  boats  used  in  life-saving  operations. 

The  36-foot  power  lifeboat  is  nearly  9  feet  abeam,  4  feet  3  inches  in 
depth,  has  5  thwarts,  and  is  equipped  with  a  35-horsepower  gasoline 
engine,  which  is  installed  in  the  after  water-tight  compartment.  It 
possesses  self-righting  and  self-bailing  qualities,  which  are  effected 
by  means  of  air  chambers  and  bulkheads  and  a  heavy  gun-metal  keel. 

The  34-foot  power  lifeboat  has  a  width  of  8  feet  4  inches  and  is 
3J  feet  in  depth.  It  has  5  thwarts.  Boats  of  this  type  were  orig¬ 
inally  propelled  by  sails  and  oars.  Twenty-five  horsepower  gasoline 
engines  have  been  installed  in  them,  without  materially  affecting  the 
self -bailing  and  self-righting  qualities.  This  boat  is  being  superseded 
by  the  36-foot  power  lifeboat. 

Dobbins  lifeboats  are  from  28  to  32  feet  in  length,  7  to  8  feet  in 
width,  and  about  3  feet  in  depth.  The  self -bailing  and  self-righting 
qualities  are  possessed  by  these  boats. 

The  Beebe-McLellan  and  Beebe  surfboats,  with  and  without  en¬ 
gine  power,  have  the  same  lines  and  are  of  practically  the  same 
dimensions — length,  26  feet;  width,  7  feet;  depth,  2  feet  6  inches. 
All  are  clinker  built. 

The  Beebe-McLellan  boats  possess  the  self-bailing  feature,  and  the 
power  surfboat  of  this  name  is  equipped  with  a  12-horsepower  hori¬ 
zontal  gasoline  motor,  set  amidship. 

The  Beebe  open  power  surfboat  is  propelled  by  an  8-horsepower 
vertical  engine,  placed  in  the  center  of  the  boat. 

Other  surfboats  used  at  the  stations  are  the  Excelsior,  Race  Point, 
and  Jersey  types  of  boats.  These  have  been  preferred  in  some  locali¬ 
ties,  and  are  peculiarly  fitted  for  work  on  certain  shores. 

To  the  extent  permitted  by  the  very  limited  appropriations  avail¬ 
able  for  the  purpose  the  stations  have  telephone  connections  with  one 
another  through  service  lines  or  the  local  exchanges. 
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Boat  equipment  of  Coast  Guard  stations . 

ATLANTIC  COAST. 


Power  boats. 


Lifeboats. 


36- 

foot. 


Surfboats. 


Beebe- 

McLel- 

lan. 


Beebe, 

open. 


Miscel¬ 

lane¬ 

ous. 


i  2 


Without  engine  power, 
surfboats. 


Beebe- 

McLel- 

lan. 


Beebe, 

open. 


Mono- 

moy. 


Other. 


Miscellaneous. 


D  in- 
Rhys, 
dories, 
etc. 


Supply 

boats. 


i  Launches. 


2  Whitehall  rowboats 
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Boat  equipment  of  Coast  Guard  stations — Continued. 

ATLANTIC  COAST— Continued. 


Power  boats. 

Station  No. 

Lifeboats. 

Surfboats. 

34- 

foot. 

• 

36- 

foot. 

Beebe- 

McLel- 

lan. 

Beebe, 

open. 

Miscel¬ 

lane¬ 

ous. 

76 . 

77 . ’.... 

78 . 

1 

79 . 

80 . 

1 

81 . 

82 . 

1 

83 . 

1 

84 . 

85 . 

86 . 

87 . 

88 . 

1 

89 . 

1 

90 . 

91 . 

92 . 

1 

94 . 

1 

95 . . 

1 

97 . 

1 

1 

98 . 

1 

99 . 

1 

100 . 

101 . 

102 . 

103 . 

104 . 

1 

105 . 

106 . 

107 . 

1 

108 . 

109 . 

1 

110 . 

1 

Ill . 

112 . 

1 

113 . 

1 

1 

114 . 

115 . 

116 . 

117 . 

118 . 

119 . 

1 

120 . 

1 

1 

121 . 

1 

122 . 

1 

123 . 

1 

124 . 

125 . 

1 

126 . 

1 

127 . 

128 . 

129 . 

130 . 

1 

131 . 

132 . 

1 

133 . 

1 

134 . 

135 . 

1 

. L  _  _ 

136 . 

137 . 

1 

139 . 

1 

1 

140 . 

141 . 

142 . 

143 . 

144 . 

1 

145 . 

146 . 

1 

147 . 

Without  engine  power, 
surf  boats. 


Miscellaneous. 


Beebe- 

McLel- 

lan. 


1 
1 
i  1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 


3 

1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 


Beebe, 

open. 

Mono- 

moy. 

Other. 

Din- 

ghys, 

dories, 

etc. 

Supply 

boats. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  Ice  scooter. 


2  "Whitehall  rowboat. 


68  annual  report  of  the  coast  guard. 


Boat  equipment  of  Coast  Guard  stations — Continued. 

ATLANTIC  COAST— Continued. 


Station  No. 

Power  boats. 

Without  engine  power, 
surfboats. 

Miscellaneous. 

Lifeboats. 

Surfboats. 

Beebe- 

McLel- 

lan. 

Beebe, 

open. 

Mono- 

moy. 

Other. 

Din- 

Rhys, 

dories, 

etc. 

Supply 

boats. 

34- 

foot. 

36- 

foot. 

Beebe- 

McLel- 

lan. 

Beebe, 

open. 

Miscel¬ 

lane¬ 

ous. 

148  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

149 . 

2 

1 

150 . 

1 

1 

3 

151 . 

1 

1 

2 

152 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

153 . 

1 

1 

1 

154 . 

1 

1 

1 

155 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

156.... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

157 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

161 . 

1 

2 

162 . 

1 

1 

1 

163 . 

1 

1 

164 .. . 

1 

1 

165 _ •  ... 

1 

1 

166 . 

1 

1 

167 . 

1 

1 

1 

168 . 

1 

1 

169. . 

1 

1 

170. . . . 

1 

1 

171 . 

2 

172 . 

1 

1 

173 . 

1 

1 

174 ... . 

2 

1 

175 . 

1 

1 

1 

176. . 

1 

1 

177 . 

1 

1 

1 

179 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

180. 

1 

1 

1 

181. 

2 

1 

182. . 

1 

1 

1 

183 . 

1 

1 

1 

184 . 

1 

1 

1 

185 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

186 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

187 . 

1 

2 

188 . 

1 

1 

1 

189 . 

1 

1 

1 

190 ... . 

1 

1 

1 

191.... 

2 

1 

1 

192 . 

1 

1 

1 

193 . 

1 

1 

1 

194 . 

1 

1 

1 

201 ... . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2021 . 

1 

203 1 . . 

1 

1 

1 

2041 . 

1 

1 

205L. 

1 

1 

2061 . 

1 

2071 . 

1 

2081 . 

1 

1 

209 1 . 

1 

GULF  COAST. 


215 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

216 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

217 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

218 . 

i 

1 

1 

1 

219 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

220 . 

1 

2 

2 

1 

221 . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

222 . 

1 

1 

1 

1  House  of  refuge. 
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Boat  equipment  of  Coast  Guard  stations — Continued. 

COAST  OF  THE  GREAT  LAKES. 


Station  No. 

Power  boats. 

Without  engine  power, 
surfboats. 

Miscellaneous. 

Lifeboats. 

Surfboats. 

Beebe- 

McLel- 

lan. 

Beebe, 

open. 

Mono- 

moy. 

Other. 

Din- 

ghys, 

dories, 

etc. 

Supply 

boats. 

34- 

foot. 

36- 

foot. 

Beebe- 

McLel- 

lan. 

Beebe, 

open. 

Miscel¬ 

lane¬ 

ous. 

231 . 

1 

1 

3 

1 

232 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

233 . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

234 . 

1 

1 

1 

i 1 

235 . 

1 

1 

1 

i  1 

2 

236 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

237 . 

1 

1 

2 

238 . 

2 

2 

1 

239 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

240 . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

241 . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

242 . 

1 

4 

246 . 

1 

1 

1 

i 

247 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

248 . 

1 

1 

1 

249 . 

1 

1 

1 

250 . 

1 

1 

251 . 

1 

2 

1 

252 . 

1 

3 

i 

253 . 

1 

2 

3 

254 . 

1 

2 

255 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

256 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

257 . 

1 

3 

258 . 

1 

2 

1 

259 . 

1 

2 

260 . 

1 

2 

1 

261 . 

1 

1 

1 

262 . 

1 

2 

1 

263 . 

1 

1 

1 

264 ... . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

265 . 

1 

22 

2 

1 

271 . 

1 

1 

l 

272 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

l 

273 . 

1 

2 

1 

274 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

275 . 

1 

2 

276 . 

1 

2 

277 . 

1 

1 

2 

278 . 

1 

1 

1 

279 . 

1 

2 

2 

i 

280 . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

281 . 

1 

1 

2 

282 . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

i 

283 . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

i 

284 . 

1 

1 

2 

285 . 

1 

2 

1 

i 

286 . 

1 

1 

1 

i 

287 . 

1 

1 

2 

288 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

289 . 

1 

1 

1 1 

2 

290 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

291 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

292 . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

293 . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

294 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

295 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

296 . 

1 

1 

1 

297 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

298 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

299 . 

1 

2 

2 

i 

300 . 

1 

1 

1 

i 

301 . 

1 

3  1 

1 

1 

l 

1  Whitehall  rowboat. 


1  Launches  (one,  a  speed  boat). 


2  Power  ice  boat, 
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Boat  equipment  of  Coast  Guard  stations — Continued. 

PACIFIC  COAST. 


Station  No. 

Power  boats. 

Without  engine  power. 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

dinghys, 

dories, 

etc. 

Lifeboats. 

Beebe- 
McLellan 
surf  boats. 

Dobbins 

lifeboats. 

Surf  boats. 

34- 

foot. 

36- 

foot. 

Beebe- 

McLellan. 

Mono- 

moy. 

Other. 

305  . 

2 

306 . 

1 

1 

1 

307 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

308 

1 

2 

1 

1 

309 . 

1 

1 

310 . 

2 

1 

1 

311 . 

1 

1 

2 

312 . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

314 . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

315 . 

1 

1 

1 

316 . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

317 . 

1 

1 

2 

318 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

319 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

320 . 

1 

2 

322 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

323 . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

324 . 

2 

1 

325 . 

1 

1 

> 

At  Coast  Guard  stations  a  fixed  beat  or  patrol  is  laid  out  in  each 
direction  along  the  shore,  varying  according  to  the  conformation  of 
the  coast  with  respect  to  inlets,  headlands,  etc.,  from  one-half  to  2,  3, 
and  4  miles  in  length. 

The  station  crew  is  divided  into  regular  watches  of  two  men  each, 
and  during  the  hours  from  sunset  to  sunrise  patrol  these  beats,  keep¬ 
ing  a  sharp  lookout  seaward  at  all  times.  The  usual  schedule  is: 
First  watch,  sunset  to  8  p.  m.;  second  watch,  8  p.  m.  to  midnight; 
third  watch,  midnight  to  4  a.  m. ;  and  fourth  watch,  4  a.  m.  to  sunrise. 

At  sunset  the  first  man  starts  out  on  patrol  in  the  same  direction 
from  all  stations  in  a  district,  so  far  as  practicable.  While  the  patrol¬ 
man  is  out  his  watch  mate  takes  the  station  watch,  which  is  kept  in 
the  tower  or  on  the  beach  abreast  the  station,  as  conditions  may  re¬ 
quire.  If  the  station  is  connected  with  the  service  telephone  line  the 
station  watch  makes  it  his  business  to  be  within  hearing  distance  of 
the  bell  at  regular  intervals.  In  addition  to  keeping  a  watch  seaward, 
he  is  on  the  lookout  for  signals  from  the  patrolman.  Upon  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  first  patrol,  he  takes  the  station  watch,  and  the  other  man 
patrols  in  the  opposite  direction.  At  the  proper  time  the  man  on 
station  watch  calls  out  the  next  two  men,  who  must  be  dressed  and 
ready  for  duty  before  the  first  two  turn  in. 

This  routine  is  varied  to  meet  local  conditions.  In  harbors  and 
seaports  fixed  lookouts  are  usually  maintained  instead  of  a  beach 
patrol. 

Positive  evidence  of  the  integrity  of  the  patrol  and  watch  is  re¬ 
quired.  Where  stations  are  sufficiently  close  to  one  another  to  permit 
the  entire  distance  between  them  to  be  patrolled,  a  half-way  point 
is  established.  At  this  point  each  patrolman  must  deposit  a  brass 
check  bearing  the  name  of  the  station  and  his  number  in  the  crew. 
This  is  taken  up  on  the  next  visit  by  the  patrolman  from  the  adja- 
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PLATE  VIII. 


COAST  PATROL. 

Surfman  making  danger  signal  to  vessel  offshore. 
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cent  station,  who  in  turn  leaves  his  check.  The  first  patrolman  at 
night  returns  all  checks  of  the  previous  night.  Where  the  patrols 
do  not  connect,  the  patrolman  carries  a  watchman’s  clock  or  time 
detector  in  which  there  is  a  dial  that  can  be  marked  only  by  means 
of  a  key  which  registers  on  the  dial  the  exact  time  of  marking.  This 
key  is  secured  in  a  safe  embedded  in  a  post  at  the  limit  of  the  patrol, 
and  the  patrolman  must  reach  that  point  in  order  to  obtain  the  key 
with  which  to  register  his  arrival. 

Where  practicable,  telephones  are  located  in  half-way  houses  or  at 
the  end  of  the  patrols,  in  which  case  the  patrolman  also  reports  to  his 
station  by  that  means. 

Each  patrolman  carries  a  number  of  red  Coston  signals,  with 
which  to  warn  a  vessel  standing  too  close  inshore  or  to  notify  a  vessel 
in  distress  that  he  has  gone  to  summon  assistance. 

The  same  system  of  patrols  is  kept  up  in  thick  and  foggy  weather. 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  beach  patrol  is  an  institution  of  dis¬ 
tinctly  American  origin.  It  was  devised  by  the  former  Life-Saving 
Service  and  inaugurated  in  that  service  in  the  early  seventies. 


■  ■ 
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PERIODS  OF  EMPLOYMENT  OF  SURFMEN 


The  following  statement  shows  the  periods  (termed  the  active  sea¬ 
son)  during  which  the  stations  were  manned,  and  the  number  of 
surfmen  authorized  at  each  station.  Keepers  are  on  duty  at  the 
stations  throughout  the  year. 
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Stations. 


Quoddy  Head,  Cranberry  Islands,  Hunniwells 
Beach,  Cape  Elizabeth,  Fletchers  Neck, 
Wallis  Sands,  Rye  Beach,  and  Hampton 
Beach. 

White  Head  and  Portsmouth  Harbor . 

Cross  Island,  Great  Wass  Island,  Burnt  Island, 
and  Damiscove  Island. 

Isles  of  Shoals . 

Salisbury  Beach,  Newburyport,  Plum  Island, 
Straitsmouth,  Nahant,  North  Scituate, 
-Fourth  Cliff,  Brant  Rock,  Gurnet,  Manomet 
Point,  Race  Point,  Peaked  Hill  Bars,  High 
Head,  Highland,  Pamet  River,  Cahoons 
Hollow,  Nauset,  Orleans,  Old  Harbor, 
Surfside,  Maddaket,  Muskeget,  and  Gay 
Head. 

Gloucester,  Point  Allerton,  Wood  End,  Chat¬ 
ham,  Coskata,  and  Cuttyhunk. 


Periods  of  employment  (all  dates  inclusive). 


6  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfmen  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 

7  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916. 

7  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 

8  surfmen  form  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916. 

6  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 


7  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 


Monomoy  and  Monomoy  Point 


City  Point . . . 

Narragansett  Pier,  Point  Judith,  Green  Hill, 
Quonochontaug,  Sandy  Point,  New  Shore- 
ham,  and  Block  Island. 

Brenton  Point,  Watch  Hill,  and  Fishers  Island. 


Ditch  Plain,  Hither  Plain,  Nepeague,  Ama- 
gansett,  Georgica,  Mecox,  Southampton, 
Shinnecock,  Tiana,  Quogue,  Potunk,  Mori¬ 
ches,  Forge  River,  Smiths  Point,  Bellport, 
Blue  Point,  Lone  Hill,  Point  of  Woods,  Fire 
Island,  Oak  Island,  Gilgo,  Jones  Beach, 
Zachs  Inlet,  Short  Beach,  Point  Lookout, 
Long  Beach,  Rockaway,  Rockaway  Point, 
Eatons  Neck,  and  Rocky  Point. 

Spermaceti  Cove,  Seabright,  Long  Branch, 
Deal,  Shark  River,  Spring  Lake,  Squan 
Beach,  Bayhead,  Mantoloking,  Chadwick, 
Toms  River,  Island  Beach,  Cedar  Creek, 
Forked  River,  Loveladies  Island,  Harvey 
Cedars,  Ship  Bottom,  Long  Beach,  Bonds, 
Little  Egg,  Little  Beach,  Brigantine,  South 
Brigantine,  Absecon,  Great  Egg,  Ocean 
City,  Pecks  Beach,  Corson  Inlet,  Sea  Isle 
City,  Townsend  Inlet,  Avalon,  Stone  Har¬ 
bor,  Hereford  Inlet,  Holly  Beach,  Two  Mile 
Beach,  Cold  Spring,  and  Cape  May. 

Monmouth  Beach  and  Barnegat . . 

Sandy  Hook . 

Atlantic  City . . 

Cape  Henlopen,  Rehoboth  Beach,  Indian 
River  Inlet,  Bethany  Beach,  Fenwick 
Island,  Isle  of  Wight,  North  Beach,  Green 
Run  Inlet,  Wallops  Beach,  Metomkin  Inlet, 
and  Parramore  Beach. 

Lewes,  Ocean  City,  Assateague  Beach,  Wacha- 
preague,  Hog  Island,  Cobb  Island,  and  Smith 
Island. 


8  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 

9  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Nov.  30,  1915,  and  from  Apr. 
1  to  June  30,  1916. 

6  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 

7  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 

6  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 


6  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 


7  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916. 

8  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916. 

9  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916. 

6  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  sufman  from  Oct.  1,  i915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 


7  surfmen  from  Aug.  1, 1915,  to  May  31, 1916. 
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Stations. 


Periods  of  employment  (all  dates  inclusive). 
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7  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 

6  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  Oct.  1,  1915,  to  May  31, 
1916. 


Popes  Island 


Dam  Neck  Mills,  Little  Island,  Wash  Woods, 
Currituck  Beach,  Poyners  Hill,  Cafleys  In¬ 
let,  Paul  Gamiels  Hill,  Kitty  Hawk,  Kill 
Devil  Hills,  Nags  Head,  Bodie  Island,  Ore¬ 
gon  Inlet,  Pea  Island,  Chicamacomico,  Gull 
Shoal,  Little  Kinnakeet,  Big  Kinnakeet, 
Durants,  Ocracoke,  and  Bogue  Inlet. 

New  Inlet  and  Fort  Macon . 

Cape  Henry,  Virginia  Beach,  False  Cape,  Pen- 
neys  Hill,  Cape  Hatteras,  Creeds  Hill,  Hat- 
teras  Inlet,  Portsmouth,  Core  Bank,  Cape 
Lookout,  Cape  Fear,  and  Oak  Island. 

Sullivans  Island . 

Sabine  Pass,  Velasco,  Aransas,  and  Brazos 
Santa  Rosa . 

Galveston,  San  Luis,  and  Saluria . 

Big  Sandy  and  Niagara . 

Oswego  and  Charlotte . 

Buffalo . .• . 

Erie . 

Ashtabula . 

Fairport,  Cleveland,  Lorain,  and  Marblehead.. 

Louisville . 

Lake  View  Beach . 

Harbor  Beach,  Pointe  aux  Barques,  Port 
Austin,  Tawas,  Sturgeon  Point,  and  Ham¬ 
mond. 

Thunder  Bay  Island  and  Middle  Island . 

Bois  Blanc . 

Vermilion,  Crisps,  Two  Heart  River,  and  Deer 
Park. 

Grand  Marais,  Marquette,  Eagle  Harbor, 
Portage,  and  Duluth. 

Mackinac  Island . 

Charlevoix,  North  Manitou  Island,  South 
Manitou  Island,  Manistee,  and  Sturgeon  Bay 
Canal. 

Sleeping  Bear  Point,  Point  Betsie,  Grande 
Pointe  au  Sable,  Saint  Joseph,  Kewaunee, 
and  Baileys  Harbor. 

Frankfort  and  Muskegon . 

Pentwater,  Holland,  and  Evanston . 

White  River  and  South  Haven . 

South  Chicago,  Kenosha,  Racine,  and  She¬ 
boygan. 

Michigan  City . 

Jackson  Park . 

Two  Rivers  and  Plum  Island . 

Ludington . . . 

Grand  Haven  and  Milwaukee . 

Old  Chicago . 

Nome . 

Grays  Harbor,  Willapa  Bay,  Klipsan  Beach, 
Tillamook  Bay,  Yaquina  Bay,  Umpqua 
River.  Coos  Bay,  Coquille  River,  Humboldt 
Bay,  Arena  Cove,  Point  Reyes,  Point  Bonita, 
and  Southside. 

Cape  Disappointment  and  Point  Adams . 


Fort  Point  and  Golden  Gate 
Baaddah  Point . 


7  surfmen  from  Aug.  1, 1915,  to  May  31, 1916. 

8  surfmen  from  Aug.  1, 1915,  to  May  31,  1916. 


8  surfmen  from  July  1,  1915,  to  June  30,  1916,  and  1 
additional  surfman  from  July  1  to  Aug.  25,  1915, 
and  from  May  1  to  June  30,  1916. 

9  surfmen  from  July  1,  1915,  to  June  30,  1916. 

10  surfmen  from  July  1, 1915,  to  June  30, 1916. 


8  surfmenfrom  Aug.  1, 1915,  to  May  31, 1916. 

6  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1916. 

6  surfmen  from  Aug.  1,  1915,  to  Jan.  2,  1916,  and  7 
surfmenfrom  Jan.  3  to  May  31,  1916. 

7 surfmenfrom  Aug.  1, 1915,  to  May  31, 1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  10,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  10  to  June  30,  1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  10,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  10  to  June  30,"  1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  24,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  20  to  June  30,  1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  28,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  10  to  June  30,'  1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  28,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  1  to  June  30,  1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  28,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  1  to  June  30, 1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1, 1915,  to  June  30,  1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  21,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  15  to  June  30,  1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  21,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  15  to  June  30,  1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  21,  1915,  and  from 
Mar.  25  to  June  30,  1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  22,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  15  to  June  30,  1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  21,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  20  to  June  30, 1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  21,  1915,  and  from 
Apr.  20  to  June  30, 1916. 

8  surfmen  from  Apr.  15  to  June  30, 1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  31,  1915,  and  from 
Mar.  15  to  June  30, 1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  25,  1915,  and  from 
Mar.  15  to  June  30, 1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  31,  1915,  and  from 
Mar.  1  to  June  30,  1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  20,  1915,  and  from 
Mar.  15  to  June  30,  1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Nov.  30,  1915,  and  from 
Mar.  15  to  June  30,  1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  31,  1915,  and  from 
Mar.  1  to  June  30, 1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  20,  1915,  and  from 
Mar.  15  to  June  30,  1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Nov.  30,  1915,  and  from 
Mar.  15  to  June  30, 1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1  to  Dec.  31,  1915,  and  from 
Mar.  15  to  June  30,'  1916. 

7  surfmenfrom  July  1, 1915,  to  June  30, 1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1, 1915,  to  June  30,  1916. 

9  surfmen  from  July  1, 1915,  to  June  30,  1916. 

7  surfmen  from  July  1,  1915,  to  June  30, 1916. 

8  surfmen  from  July  1, 1915,  to  June  30, 1916. 


1  Eight  of  the  nine  stations  in  the  eighth  district  are  maintained  only  as  houses  of  refuge  for  the  succor 
of  the  shipwrecked,  no  crews  being  employed. 


REPORTS  OF  SPECIAL  INSTANCES  OF  AID  TO 
SHIPPING,  SAVING  LIFE,  AND 
SPECIAL  CRUISES 


REPORTS  OF  SPECIAL  INSTANCES  OF  AID  TO  SHIPPING  AND 
SAVING  LIFE,  AND  SPECIAL  CRUISES. 


REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  BERING  SEA  PATROL,  SEASON  OF  1915. 

Coast  Guard  Cutter  “Unalga,” 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  July  28,  1915. 

Sir:  1.  Pursuant  to  instructions  contained  in  department  letter  of 
April  1,  1915,  the  Unalga  sailed  for  Seattle  April  20  and  proceeded  to 
sea.  Almost  continuous  head  winds  and  rough  seas  were  encoun¬ 
tered  on  the  passage  to  Unalaska  with  frequent  thick  snowstorms 
latter  part. 

2.  April  29,  made  night  anchorage  in  Akun  Cove.  During  the 
night  the  following  radiogram  was  received  from  the  deputy  collector 
of  customs  at  Unalaska:  “ Reported  that  two  fishing  vessels  at  Lost 
Harbor,  one  presumably  Canadian.”  Answered  as  follows:  “Will 
investigate  at  Lost  Harbor  tomorrow  morning.”  At  4.25  a.  m., 
underway  and  proceeded  to  Lost  Harbor,  Ankun  Island,  where  the 
American  codfishing  schooner  Maweena,  of  San  Francisco,  was 
boarded  and  examined  and  medical  treatment  afforded  two  members 
of  her  crew.  The  location  of  the  schooner  was  reported  to  Unalga 
Island  for  transmission  to  Merchant’s  Exchange,  San  Francisco.  It 
was  learned  that  another  American  schooner,  the  Otillie  Fjord,  had 
recently  been  at  Lost  Harbor. 

3.  The  postmaster  of  Akutan,  who  was  wind-bound  at  Lost  Harbor 
in  a  small  boat,  which  he  had  beached,  came  on  board  and  requested 
transportation  to  Akutan,  which  was  granted.  At  9.45  a.  m.,  stopped 
at  Akutan  and  landed  the  postmaster,  and  then  proceeded  to  Unalaska, 
arriving  4.30  in  the  afternoon.  Mail  received  at  Seattle  was  delivered 
to  the  postmaster. 

4.  On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  1  and  2,  completed  the  work  of 
painting  coal  bunkers,  and  on  May  3,  coaled  ship.  Received  on 
board  supplies  for  both  Pribilof  Islands,  all  of  which  were  inspected 
by  the  executive  officer  and  checked  with  manifests  furnished. 
Received  United  States  mail  for  the  islands  from  the  postmaster  at 
Unalaska.  At  request  of  electrician  in  charge  of  Unalga  radio  station, 
received  on  board  one  electrician  of  that  station,  discharged  from 
marine  hospital,  Unalaska. 

5.  Early  in  morning  May  4  left  Unalaska  and  steamed  to  Unalga 
Island,  where  electrical  stores  received  from  Puget  Sound  Navy  Yard, 
and  other  supplies^  and  Electrician  Second  Class  E.  J.  Cornwell, 
United  States  Navy,  were  landed  that  day.  Received  some  lubri¬ 
cating  oil  for  St.  Paul  Island,  and  mail  to  post.  We  then  proceeded 
to  Pribilof  Islands,  anchoring  off  village  at  St.  George  at  6.45  a.  m. 
May  5.  Agent  Proctor  came  on  board  to  confer  with  commanding 
officer.  Landed  mail  and  supplies  and  received  mail,  supplies,  and 
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specie  for  St.  Paul  Island,  and  mail  for  posting.  Completed  all  busi¬ 
ness  and  steamed  to  St.  Paul,  anchoring  in  Village  Cove  at  11.45 
a.  m.  As  previously  arranged  by  radio,  Surg.  Keating  went  on  shore 
at  once  to  assist  at  an  operation  upon  a  native  woman.  Landed 
mail,  specie,  oil,  and  supplies,  and  two  naval  electricians  who  had 
been  taken  on  board  at  Seattle,  and  received  mail  for  posting.  Agent 
Fassett  came  on  board  to  confer  with  commanding  officer.  At  re¬ 
quest  of  agent,  supplied  him,  on  invoice,  much-needed  material  for 
repairing  boats. 

6.  The  electrician  in  charge  of  the  radio  station,  St.  Paul  Island, 
came  on  board  and  stated  that,  because  of  the  arrival  of  the  two  elec¬ 
tricians,  he  would  be  short  of  supplies.  After  conferring  with  Agent 
Fassett  he  was  permitted  to  purchase  from  the  wardroom  mess  such 
articles  as  the  treasurer  of  that  mess  could  spare.  All  business  was 
completed,  and  the  vessel  awaited  the  completion  of  the  operation  on 
shore.  At  6.30  p.  m.  the  surgeon  returned,  having  himself  performed 
an  operation  for  removal  of  gall  stones  upon  a  native  woman.  Got 
underway  and  stood  for  Unimak  Pass  to  take  up  the  patrol. 

7.  At  7.15  p.  m.  May  6,  when  50  miles  northwest  of  Cape  Sarichef, 
stopped,  and  in  answer  to  signal  request  from  American  ship  Bohemia, 
of  San  Francisco,  sent  surgeon  on  board  her,  accompanying  boarding 
officer.  The  boat  brought  back  Fred  Campbell,  who  a  few  hours 
before  had  been  taken  from  a  dory.  Campbell  stated  he  had  been 
adrift  alone  in  the  dory  10  days,  from  the  codfishing  schooner  Galilee, 
having  been  separated  from  his  vessel  in  a  blow  while  fishing.  He 
was  in  a  very  serious  condition  from  freezing  and  exposure.  Every 
possible  care  and  attention  had  been  given  him  on  the  Bohemia,  but 
medical  attention  could  not  be  afforded  him  as  they  had  no  doctor. 
Campbell  was  at  once  placed  in  the  sick  bay  in  charge  of  the  surgeon. 
This  circumstance  was  reported  to  headquarters  by  radiogram  as  a 
matter  of  human  interest. 

8.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  instant  received  a  radiogram  from 
master  of  American  sailing  ship  IF.  B.  Flint  to  the  effect  that  on  2d 
instant,  near  Cape  Lutke,  he  had  seen  the  sailing  ship  Star  of  Zealand 
standing  inshore  and  he  feared  she  had  stood  into  danger  as  he  had 
not  seen  her  since.  Immediately  ordered  all  speed  on  one  boiler  to 
proceed  to  the  scene.  Shortly  thereafter  the  Flint  reported  the 
Zealand  standing  across  his  bow,  all  right.  Speed  was  reduced  to  8 
knots.  At  midnight  of  the  6th,  having  arrived  off  northern  entrance 
to  Unimak  Pass,  and  on  the  vessel’s  patrol  station,  slowed  to  await 
daylight. 

9.  On  the  7th  instant  worked  into  Dublin  Bay  to  look  for  the 
Galilee  and  advised  her  of  the  finding  of  Campbell.  Found  there  the 
schooners  Fanny  Dutard  and  Azalea.  Neither  had  seen  the  Galilee. 
They  were  requested  to  inform  the  master  of  the  Galilee,  should  they 
fall  in  with  her,  of  the  finding  of  Campbell.  These  vessels,  together 
with  the  barks  Star  of  Peru  and  MacLaurin,  later  seen  in  Unimak 
Pass,  were  reported  to  the  Unalga  radio  station.  Made  night  an¬ 
chorage  at  Middle  Point,  Unimak  Isand 

10.  In  view  of  the  report  of  master  of  IF.  B.  Flint,  before  mentioned, 
it  seemed  advisable  at  once  to  make  the  required  cruise  along  the 
south  side  of  Unimak  Island.  At  6.10  a.  m.  of  the  8th,  underway 
and  stood  along  south  shore  of  Unimak  Island.  The  day  was  ex¬ 
ceptionally  fine  and  afforded  a  close  view  of  the  entire  coast.  At 
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Cape  Lazaref  the  schooner  Maid  of  Orleans  was  found  at  anchor, 
codfishing.  She  was  boarded  and  examined  and  her  whereabouts 
reported  to  Unalga  radio  station.  Off  Dora  Harbor  and  West  Anchor 
Cove  the  American  schooner  Emma,  of  Unalaska,  was  boarded.  At 
5.25  p.  m.,  'when  Cape  Pankof  bore  north,  distant  3  miles,  turned 
and  stood  back  along  the  northern  edge  of  Davidson  Bank.  Com¬ 
pleted  this  cruise  by  arriving  and  anchoring  at  Akim  Cove  at  5.45 
am.,  May  8.  Campbell  improving.  It  is  probable  that  his  feet  may 
be  saved. 

11.  At  11.25  a.  m.,  May  9,  1915,  underway  from  Akun  Cove  and 
proceeded  to  sea.  During  the  9th,  10th,  and  11th,  cruised  over 
Davidson  Bank  and  as  far  east  as  Sannak  Bank,  and  thoroughly 
over  the  latter  bank.  The  weather  during  this  cruise  was  the  finest 
the  commanding  officer  remembers  to  have  seen  in  this  locality. 
The  atmosphere  was  so  clear  during  practically  all  this  cruise  that 
mountain  peaks  were  dropped  from  sight  only  when  they  should  be 
lost  sight  of  by  the  usual  geodetic  formula. 

12.  On  the  9th,  in  Unimak  Pass,  the  bark  Emily  E.  Whitney  was 
sighted  and  reported.  The  schooner  Alice  was  boarded  and  the 
bark  Albert  and  an  unidentified  square-rigger  were  the  only  vessels 
seen.  Ordinarily  many  fishing  schooners  would  be  seen  on  this 
cruise,  but  from  the  number  of  fishermen  we  have  seen  and  those 
we  have  learned  of  in  the  Bering  Sea,  it  is  probable  that  the  fisher¬ 
men  have  abandoned  the  Samak  grounds  very  early  this  year,  if 
they  have  been  there  at  all,  and  have  collected  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dublin  Bay  and  the  Slime  Banks. 

13.  At  2.45  a.  m.,  May  11,  received  the  following  radiogram  from 
the  deputy  collector  of  customs  and  United  States  commissioner  at 
Unalaska : 

Polar  Bear  arrived  with  six  shipwrecked  Japs  that  were  picked  up  on  Nunivak 
Island,  unable  to  learn  details,  no  interpreter.  When  will  you  be  here? 

(Sig.)  Bolshanin. 

Answered  by  the  following  message : 

Expect  arrive  Unalaska  about  20th;  will  go  there  at  once  if  you  need  our  inter¬ 
preter  before  that.  Suggest  careful  inquiry  from  Lane  regarding  conditions  he  found 
on  schooner  wrecked  at  Nunivak  with  view  to  cutter  visiting  the  scene  if  circum¬ 
stances  warrant. 

Hamlet. 

14.  May  11,  anchored  in  Tigalda  Bay  to  fill  fresh-water  tanks. 
That  night  the  following  was  received: 

Difficult  to  obtain  information  from  crew;  Lane  states  vessel  complete  wreck;  was 
wrecked  opposite  village;  under  such  circumstances  information  from  natives  would 
be  of  no  value. 

Bolshanin. 

Answer : 

When  will  Lane  leave  and  which  way  will  he  go?  Would  like  to  arrange  meeting 
with  him.  If  necessary  will  go  to  Unalaska,  but  would  prefer  not  get  that  far  away 
from  Unimak  Pass.  Suggest  Akutan,  Lost  Harbor,  Middle  Point,  or  Sarichef  if  con¬ 
venient  for  Lane.  Please  advise  me  at  once. 

Hamlet. 

Received  the  following: 

Lane  will  remain  few  days;  if  possible  will  suggest  that  you  come  here,  would  like 
to  have  hearing  while  Lane  is  here  and  have  you  present;  everything  is  at  a  standstill 
under  existing  circumstances. 


Bolshanin. 
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15.  In  the  morning  of  May  12  found  it  impracticable  to  water  ship 
on  account  of  fresh  breeze  which  was  rapidly  increasing,  barometer 
falling.  As  nothing  could  be  accomplished  watering  ship  or  cruising 
in  the  Pass  on  account  of  weather,  underway  and  started  for  Una- 
laska.  Upon  reaching  Akun  Head  there  was  a  whole  gale  of  wind, 
with  driving  mist  and  sleet.  Worked  slowly  around  Akun  Head 
and  at  1.45  p.  m.  anchored  at  entrance  to  Lost  Harbor  to  await 
clearing  weather.  The  collector  of  customs  was  notified  that  this 
vessel  would  arrive  at  Unalaska  on  the  13  th.  A  heavy  fog  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  cleared  sufficiently  to  get  underway  at  7.15 
a.  m.,  when  proceeded  to  Unalaska,  anchoring  in  outer  harbor  at 
12.40  p.  m.,  the  strong  southeast  “woolies,”  with  flood  tide,  and  the 
Polar  Bear  anchored  in  inside  fairway,  made  it  imprudent  to  go 
alongside  wharf.  Commanding  officer,  with  Y.  Shimada,  wardroom 
steward,  as  interpreter,  went  on  shore  and  investigated  the  matter 
of  the  Japanese  schooner  wrecked  on  Nunivak  Island  (see  separate 
report  at  end).  At  7.35  p.  m.,  that  day,  conditions  being  favorable, 
went  alongside  wharf  and  commenced  taking  fresh  water.  Landed 
mail  received  from  Seal  Islands  and  from  vessels  boarded.  Sent 
officer  to  board  two  vessels  in  port.  Wardroom  steward  acted  as 
interpreter  for  United  States  commissioner  on  shore  during  the 
afternoon. 

16.  On  the  14th  instant  Fred  Campbell,  shipwrecked  seaman,  was 
transferred  to  marine  hospital  on  shore.  At  11.05  a.  m.  that  day, 
having  received  a  sufficient  supply  of  fresh  water,  and  mail  for  vessels 
of  the  fishing  fleet,  to  be  delivered  should  we  fall  in  with  them, 
underway  and  stood  to  sea.  At  4.05  p.  m.,  in  squally  and  thick 
weather,  made  night  anchorage  in  Lost  Harbor. 

17.  During  the  entire  day  of  the  15th  the  wind  blew  a  gale  from 
eastward;  weather  thick  and  stormy.  Remained  at  anchor,  as  noth¬ 
ing  could  be  accomplished  cruising  in  Unimak  Pass.  The  stormy, 
thick  weather  continued  during  the  16th.  Remained  at  anchor. 
At  10.45  a.  m.  that  day  received  the  following  radiogram: 

Corwin  here;  have  seaman  with  leg  all  fractured;  impossible  for  doctor  here  to  oper¬ 
ate  alone;  from  indications  will  probably  be  necessary  to  amputate.  Respectfully 
request  your  doctor’s  assistance  promptly;  otherwise  may  result  fatal  on  account  of 
blood  poisoning. 

Bolshanin. 

Answered : 

Expect  arrive  Unalaska  3.30  to-day. 

Hamlet. 

Underway  immediately,  and  proceeded,  full  speed,  for  Unalaska. 
Occasionally  in  the  mist  ahead  could  be  seen  a  schooner  going  with 
us,  crowding  on  all  lower  sails  and  making  better  than  10  knots 
speed.  An  attempt  was  made  to  learn  her  identity,  but  she  paid  no 
attention  to  our  signals.  Knowing  that  the  schooner  Lizzie  Vance 
was  daily  expected  with  freight  for  the  Alaska  Commercial  Co., 
concluded  it  must  be  that  vessel,  and  that  the  master  must  be  well 
acquainted  to  be  crowding  on  sail  running  in  on  a  lee  shore  in  such 
thick  weather  and  in  a  gale  of  wind.  Later  on  it  became  apparent, 
when  he  could  be  seen  occasionally  in  the  lifts  of  the  mist,  that  he 
was  not  holding  high  enough  and  that  he  would  fall  to  leeward  of 
Udakta  Head,  which  had  not  been  raised,  though  only  about  a  mile 
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distant.  Kept  off  to  go  to  his  assistance,  but  shortly  after  he  was  seen 
beating  out  of  the  bight,  evidently  having  discovered  his  mistake. 
He  set  an  American  ensign  some  distance  below  the  truck,  and  we 
bore  down  upon  him,  but  the  ensign  was  soon  mastheaded.  There¬ 
upon  we  stood  for  the  entrance  to  Unalaska  Harbor,  the  schooner 
laying  a  course  in  our  wake.  Proceeded  to  Unalaska  and  anchored 
outside  the  reef.  Sent  surgeon  and  bayman  on  shore  at  once  to 
attend  sick  man.  The  schooner  was  later  made  out,  through  the 
mist,  standing  into  Dutch  Harbor.  Boarded  steamer  Corwin  at 
wharf  in  Unalaska.  Whaler  Polar  Bear  still  in  port. 

18.  As  the  steaming  time  on  after  boiler  would  run  out  in  1  1t8q-  hours 
after  this  midnight,  and  as  the  coal  supply  was  reduced  nearly  to  the 
minimum  always  desirable  to  have  in  the  ship  for  emergencies  (100 
tons),  it  seemed  advisable  to  take  advantage  of  the  enforced  visit 
of  the  vessel  to  Unalaska,  and  the  time  the  surgeon  would  probably 
require  to  attend  to  matters  on  shore,  to  clean  the  after  boiler  and 
coal  ship.  Accordingly  fires  were  started  under  forward  boiler  and 
the  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Co.  notified  that  vessel  would  coal 
on  the  17th. 

19.  Early  the  next  morning,  17th,  cut  out  after,  and  cut  in  forward, 
boiler.  Sent  officer  to  board  schooner.  She  proved  to  be  the  cod- 
fisherman  Azalea ,  recently  boarded  by  us  in  Dublin  Bay.  The 
cook,  Henry  Peterson,  had  been  taken  ill  after  our  visit  and  the 
master  had  started  for  Unalaska  to  place  the  man  in  hospital,  but 
he  died  at  sea  the  morning  of  the  16th.  The  master  kept  on,  crowd¬ 
ing  his  vessel,  to  reach  port  so  as  to  report  the  matter  and  bury  the 
body.  Master  was  instructed  to  keep  everyone  on  board  until 
visited  by  the  coroner. 

20.  At  6.15  a.  m.,  17th,  underway  and  steamed  to  Unalaska, 
anchoring  in  inner  harbor  at  6.50  a.  m.  Informed  United  States 
commissioner  and  coroner  of  the  death  on  schooner  Azalea  at  Dutch 
Harbor.  Weather  still  storming,  with  heavy  rain.  At  8.20  a.  m. 
underway,  and  at  8.55  a. m. made  fast  to  wharf.  Made  all  prepara¬ 
tions  to  coal.  Weather  too  bad  to  coal  ship.  Surgeon  and  bayman 
returned,  having  amputated  the  right  leg  of  J.  R.  Jacklin,  an  oiler 
on  the  steamer  Corwin ,  whose  leg  had  been  caught  in  crankpit  even¬ 
ing  of  May  15.  During  the  afternoon  weather  improved  somewhat 
and  Corwin  and  Polar  Bear  stood  to  sea.  In  the  evening  a  casual 
examination  of  after  boiler,  not  yet  cold,  revealed  deflection  inside 
boxes  and  side  tubes.  Surgeon  operated  upon  another  urgent  case 
on  shore  during  the  day. 

21.  At  7  a.  m.,  18th,  commenced  coaling.  After  boiler  exam¬ 
ined  by  a  board  convened  by  commanding  officer.  Commenced 
cleaning  boiler  and  cutting  out  and  refitting  a  tube  which  is  consider¬ 
ably  deflected.  Remains  of  Henry  Peterson,  from  schooner  Azalea, 
were  buried  this  day  in  the  local  cemetery.  Completed  coaling  in 
afternoon;  continued  cleaning  boiler  on  19th.  Surgeon  treated 
his  patients  on  shore.  At  6.30  p.  m.  the  Bear  arrived  and  made  fast 
to  wharf.  Received  mail  and  supplies.  Continued  cleaning  boiler 
on  the  20th,  and  preparing  for  sea.  At  7  p.  m.,  20th,  mail  boat  Santa 
Ana  arrived,  bringing  mail  and  Mrs.  Bishop  for  transportation  to  St. 
Paul  Island.  Lieut.  Harrison  received  commission  as  United  States 
commissioner,  third  district  of  Alaska,  and  Lieut.  MacLane  ap- 


84 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COAST  GUARD. 


pointment  as  deputy  marshal,  same  district.  At  a  conference  with 
commanding  officer  of  the  Bear  it  was  decided  that,  because  there  were 
no  accommodations  on  the  Bear  for  Mrs.  Bishop,  the  Unalga  should 
proceed  to  the  seal  islands.  Further,  a  case  is  pending  at  St.  Paul 
Island  which  could  not  he  tried  at  last  visit  there  of  the  Unalga , 
because  Lieut.  Harrison’s  appointment  had  not  arrived.  The  com¬ 
missioner  on  the  Bear  is  not  empowered  to  act  in  the  third  Alaska 
district;  also  it  seemed  inadvisable  to  subject  the  Bear  to  the  delay 
which  bad  weather  might  entail  at  the  seal  islands. 

22.  All  preparations  were  made  on  the  21st  to  leave  Unalaska 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  22d.  Pursuant  to  authority  of  head¬ 
quarters  letter  of  April  1,  1915,  Mrs.  Bishop  came  on  hoard  in  the 
morning  of  May  22  for  passage  to  St.  Paul  Island.  Owing  to  the 
precarious  condition  of  the  man,  Jacklin,  from  the  Corwin ,  whose 
leg  was  recently  amputated  by  Surg.  Keating,  that  officer  was 
detailed  to  remain  on  shore  at  Unalaska  and  care  for  the  sick  man 
during  the  absence  of  the  Unalga  on  cruise  to  Pribilof  Islands.  Mail 
and  supplies  for  both  seal  islands  were  received  on  board.  All  stores 
received  were  examined  by  the  executive  officer. 

23.  At  8.20  a.  m.,  May  22,  cast  off  from  wharf  at  Unalaska  and 
proceeded  to  St.  George  Island,  anchoring  off  the  village  at  7.35 
a.  m.,  May  23.  Agent  Proctor  came  on  board  and  conferred  with 
commanding  officer.  Landed  mail  and  received  mail  and  supplies 
for  St.  Paul  Island  and  mail  for  posting,  and  some  empty  barrels  to 
be  returned  to  Alaska  Commercial  Co.  at  Unalaska.  At  request  of 
Agent  Proctor  that  a  steam  boiler  on  shore  he  examined,  Second 
Lieut,  of  Engineers  C.  H.  Johnson  was  detailed  to  make  the  exami¬ 
nation  requested.  No  other  person  from  this  command  was  permitted 
to  go  on  shore. 

24.  Having  completed  all  business  at  St.  George  Island,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Village  Cove,  St.  Paul  Island,  anchoring  there  at  3.05  p.  m. 
the  same  day.  Mrs.  Bishop  was  landed  with  her  effects.  Landed 
mail  and  supplies  for  St.  Paul  and  received  mail  for  posting.  Received 
on  board  the  Rev.  Father  Orloff,  with  his  effects,  for  transportation 
to  Unalaska.  At  request  of  electrician  in  charge  of  radio  station,  St. 
Paul,  invoiced  to  the  station  20  gallons  of  lubricating  oil,  the  station 
being  dangerously  short  of  oil. 

25.  The  United  States  commissioner  and  the  deputy  marshal  were 
sent  on  shore  to  receive  any  complaints.  These  officers  conferred 
with  the  agent,  who  stated  that  he  had  no  complaint  to  make. 
Agent  Fassett  came  on  hoard  and  stated  to  the  commanding  officer 
that  he  did  not  now  desire  to  lodge  any  complaint  in  the  matter 
referred  to  in  his  radiogram  S.  R.  S.  No.  2,  of  May  3,  1915.  No  per¬ 
son  from  this  command  was  permitted  to  go  on  shore  except  Mrs. 
Bishop,  passenger,  who  landed  with  agent’s  permission. 

26.  All  business  being  finished  at  7.25  p.  m.,  23d,  underway  and 
proceeded  to  Unalaska.  While  getting  underway  from  St.  Paul 
Island,  Lieut.  Austin  complained  of  being  ill.  He  was  at  once  placed 
on  the  sick  list,  off  duty.  In  the  morning  of  the  24th  his  condition 
warranted  haste  to  Unalaska  to  get  surgeon  on  board.  Speed  was 
increased  to  10  knots.  Anchored  in  outer  anchorage,  Unalaska 
Harbor,  at  9.45  p.  m.,  May  24.  Surgeon  came  on  board  at  once  and 
pronounced  Lieut.  Austin’s  case  not  serious.  Landed  Rev.  Father 
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Orloff  and  mail  from  Seal  Islands.  Learned  that  mail  boat  will  touch 
here  about  27th  on  way  east. 

27.  From  8.30  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  of  May  25,  lay  at  the  wharf  at  Una- 
laska,  filling  fresh-water  tanks  and  completing  unfinished  work  of 
cleaning  after  boiler;  then,  having  received  a  quantity  of  mail  for  13 
vessels  of  fishing  fleet,  proceeded  to  sea,  and  just  before  midnight 
arrived  on  vessel’s  cruising  ground  at  northern  entrance  to  Unimak 
Pass.  Boarded  American  schooner  Lizzie  Vance  at  Unalaska. 

28.  The  26th  was  foggy.  Cruised  in  Unimak  Pass.  Boarded  fish¬ 
ing  schooner  John  A,  of  Seattle,  standing  south,  delivered  him  his 
mail,  and  reported  him  to  Dutch  Harbor  radio  station  as  passing  out 
the  Pass.  Unalga  radio  station  has  been  placed  out  of  commission 
and  its  duties  transferred  to  Dutch  Harbor  radio  station.  At  5.10 
that  night  made  anchorage  at  Akun  Cove.  The  27th  was  densely 
foggy  all  day;  during  the  day  worked  up  by  Sarichef  and  into  Dublin 
Bay,  where  anchored  at  8.25  p.  m. 

29.  Underway  at  6.15  a.  m.,  28th,  and  worked  along  north  shore  of 
Unimak  Island,  anchoring  at  sea  at  9.30  p.  m.  During  day  boarded 
and  examined  the  following  American  schooners:  Fanny  Dutard , 
Azalea ,  Maweena,  and  Fortuna.  Delivered  mail  to  all  except  the  For - 
tuna,  and  received  mail  from  all  for  posting.  Sent  surgeon  on  board 
each  vessel  and  he  rendered  such  medical  services  as  were  required. 
Underway  early  on  the  29th  and  continued  working  to  northeast¬ 
ward,  boarding  fishermen.  During  the  day  assisted  small  Columbia 
River  fishing  boat  by  towing  him  inshore.  Boarded  American  fishing 
schooners  Galilee,  Wawona,  Alice,  Charles  R.  Wilson,  Glendale, 
Sequoia,  Otillie  Fjord,  and  City  of  Payette.  In  each  case  mail  was 
delivered  to  and  received  from  the  schooner,  and  the  surgeon  went 
on  board  and  rendered  such  assistance  as  was  necessary.  From  the 
master  of  the  Galilee  it  was  learned  that  Fred  Campbell,  picked  up 
at  sea  by  this  vessel  on  May  6,  as  previously  noted,  had  gone  adrift 
on  April  30,  and  that  the  same  day  Patrick  Plennessy  had  also  gone 
adrift  from  the  Galilee  in  a  dory.  In  this  connection  the  commanding 
officer  desires  to  state  that  immediately  upon  getting  Campbell  on 
board,  the  night  of  the  6th  of  May,  the  commanding  officer  went  in 
person  to  the  sick  bay  and  interviewed  Campbell  as  to  the  probability 
of  others  having  been  lost  at  the  same  time  as  he,  with  a  view  to 
cruising  in  the  vicinity.  Campbell  seemed  very  rational  and  stated 
that  at  the  time  the  blow  came  on  there  were  no  other  boats  down 
to  leeward  with  him. 

30.  That  night  anchored  off  Port  Moller,  near  the  last  fisherman 
boarded,  at  7.30.  At  9  a.  m.  of  the  30th  underway,  and  worked 
slowly  into  an  anchorage  near  the  cannery"  at  Port  Moller  at  10.30 
a.  m.  In  the  very  strong  current  running  out  of  the  river  nothing 
could  be  done  with  our  boats,  so  the  offer  of  the  services  of  a  gasoline 
tug  from  the  cannery  was  accepted  to  take  an  officer  and  the  surgeon 
on  shore  to  look  into  matters  and  render  medical  aid  to  natives. 

31.  The  position  of  the  ship  among  the  shoals,  with  a  current  rush¬ 
ing  out  of  the  river  and  a  strong  on-shore  breeze,  made  it  desirable 
to  leave  as  soon  as  possible.  Accordingly,  immediately  upon  the 
return  of  the  shore  party,  at  3.30  p.  m.,  underway  and  stood  to  sea. 
Had  conditions  been  favorable,  the  commanding  officer  would  have 
gone  on  shore  to  look  into  the  condition  of  the  Eskimo  and  other 
natives  at  Port  Moller,  which  the  surgeon  reported  as  insanitary. 
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Medical  aid  was  rendered  to  natives  where  needed.  Eight  vessels 
were  boarded  at  Port  Moller.  As  every  vessel  in  the  fishing  fleet 
had  been  boarded  except  the  Maid  of  Orleans ,  and  she  was  thought 
to  be  in  the  Pacific,  having  been  recently  boarded  there  by  this  vessel, 
proceeded  on  straight  course  for  Unalaska  without  searching  for 
vessels. 

32.  The  30th  was  Sunday,  and  Memorial  Day  was  observed  on  the 
31st,  as  required  by  regulations.  Arrived  at  wharf  at  Unalaska  at 
9.40  a.  m.  of  June  1  and  made  preparations  for  coaling  and  taking  on 
school  stores  and  supplies  for  the  cooperative  store  at  Atka.  Coaling 
was  delayed  until  1.45  p.  m.  by  labor  troubles  between  the  contractor 
and  natives  on  shore. 

33.  In  the  afternoon  the  surgeon  reported  Lieut.  Austin’s  con¬ 
dition  as  possibly  due  to  tuberculosis  and  recommended  that  he  be 
transferred  to  a  hospital  in  the  States  for  observation  and  treatment 
as  soon  as  possible.  Accordingly,  preparations  for  the  western  trip 
were  dropped  and  the  coaling  hurried. 

34.  Surg.  Keating  amputated  part  of  one  foot  and  all  the  toes  of 
the  other  foot  of  Fred  Campbell  in  marine  hospital  on  shore  in  the 
forenoon  of  the  2d  instant.  At  request  of  deputy  collector  of  customs, 
received  on  board  J.  R.  Jacklin  and  Fred  Campbell  for  transportation 
to  Seward,  thence  to  go  by  steamer  to  marine  hospital  at  Seattle. 
Sent  all  personal  items  of  stores  for  Mr.  Carr,  school-teacher  at  Atka, 
on  board  schooner  Lettie,  about  to  sail  for  Atka.  Received  mail  from 
post  office  for  Seward.  Received  request  from  master  of  American 
schooner  Lizzie  Vance,  at  anchor  in  the  outer  harbor,  to  be  towed  to 
offing,  as  the  light  wind  and  swell  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  beat 
out.  As  there  was  no  other  means  of  his  being  towed  and  the  case 
seemed  sufficiently  urgent,  as  otherwise  the  vessel  might  be  subjected 
to  a  long  delay  or  perhaps  go  ashore  in  getting  clear,  agreed  to  tow 
him  out. 

35.  At  1.30  p.  m.,  June  2,  cast  off  from  wharf,  picked  up  the 
schooner  Lizzie  Vance  on  his  own  hawser,  and  stood  to  sea.  The 
schooner’s  hawser  parted  just  outside  Princess  Head,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  pick  up  the  tow  again.  Dropped  the  schooner  6  miles 
NNW.  of  Cape  Kalekta,  with  a  good  breeze  to  stand  offshore.  Stood 
through  Akutan  Pass  and  to  eastward.  Head  gales  5th  and  6th  de¬ 
layed  progress  somewhat.  Anchored  at  Seward  at  7  a.  m.,  June  7. 
In  the  afternoon  of  June  7  moored  alongside  the  steam  schooner 
Santa  Ana  at  wharf,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  transfer  sick  men  on  stretchers 
to  the  Alameda  when  she  should  arrive.  The  Alameda  did  not  arrive 
until  2.30  a.  m.  of  the  8th,  when  Lieut.  Austin,  Campbell,  and 
Jacklin  were  transferred  to  her.  She  sailed  at  3  p.  m.,  June  8. 

36.  During  the  forenoon  of  the  8th  took  fresh  water  and  made  some 
necessary  boiler  repairs.  At  6.05  p.  m.,  June  8,  f  ast  off  and  proceeded 
to  sea.  Shortly  after  leaving  Seward  wharf  weather  shut  in  thick  and 
remained  so  until  landfall  was  made  off  Unimak  Pass  on  the  12th.  At 
midnight  of  the  9th  spoke  British  steamer  Onward  Ho,  fishing,  at 
anchor  on  halibut  banks  30  miles  off  coast  of  Kodiak.  Weather  not 
suitable  for  boarding.  At  4.15  p.  m.  of  Saturday,  June  12,  made  fast 
to  wharf  at  Unalaska.  Landed  all  mail.  Power  schooner  Ruby  in 
port. 

37.  June  14  coaled  ship  and  took  on  board  15  tons  of  sacked  coal 
for  Government  school  at  Atka.  On  the  15th  loaded  on  board  the 
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5,000  feet  of  lumber  and  5,000  shingles  brought  from  Seattle  for  Atka. 
Received  Tahoma’s  gig  as  extra  boat  in  the  event  of  having  passengers. 
Sent  working  party  to  Dutch  Harbor  to  clean  and  care  for  service 
boats  stored  there. 

38.  Cast  off  at  3  p.  m.,  June  15,  and  proceeded  to  sea.  After  a 
rough  passage,  anchored  in  inner  harbor  at  Nazan  Village,  Atka,  at 
1 1.50  a.  m.,  June  1 7.  Landed  mail  and  at  once  commenced  unloading 
stores.  Lieut.  MacLane  was  detailed  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
native  store  on  shore,  and  at  once  commenced  that  work.  By  6.45 
p.  m.,  all  freight  was  landed,  underway,  and  steamed  to  outer  an¬ 
chorage  for  the  night.  Mr.  Carr  came  on  board  and  stated  that  he 
did  not  care  to  go  to  Unalaska  for  the  summer.  The  surgeon  treated 
natives  and  the  United  States  commissioner  investigated  affairs  in 
the  village.  The  village  presents  its  usual  neat  and  clean  appear¬ 
ance,  judging  from  native  village  standards. 

39.  By  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  work  of  auditing  store  accounts 
was  finished,  and  sealed  package  of  fur  and  money  received  on  board 
consigned  to  the  Government  school  teacher  at  Unalaska.  Received 
mail,  and  at  2.15  p.  m.  underway  at  increased  speed  to  reach  Korovin 
Bay  before  night.  Anchored  in  Sand  Bay  at  8.05  p.  m.  that  day. 
Executive  officer  went  on  shore  to  ascertain  condition  of  Government 
house.  Found  house  and  boat  in  excellent  condition,  except  in  need 
of  painting,  which  was  completed  at  noon  of  the  19th. 

40.  At  1  p.  m.  of  tHe  19th,  underway  and  stood  to  westward.  At 
10  a.  m.  of  the  21st,  anchored  in  Kiska  Llarbor.  Sent  party  on  shore 
to  inspect  Government  buildings.  Found  them  in  good  condition 
and  needing  no  repairs  or  paint.  Weather  was  overcast,  cloudy, 
and  foggy.  At  10.45  a.  m.,  party  having  returned,  underway  and 
stood  to  westward.  At  about  midnight,  21st,  when  80  miles  from 
Attu,  received  the  following  message: 

Beginning  forenoon  18th  and  continuing  irregular  intervals  through  19th  to  morning 
20th  occasional  reports  firearms  have  been  heard  close  St.  Paul  Island.  Weather 
thick  and  sea  quiet.  Nothing  seen,  but  poachers  believed  vicinity.  Fassett. 

In  view  of  the  possibility  that  the  agent  might  find  himself  mis¬ 
taken  when  the  fog  should  lift,  and  the  importance  of  visiting  Attu, 
the  outpost  station,  delivering  mail,  looking  into  affairs,  and  obtaining 
chronometer  error  if  possible,  the  following  reply  was  sent : 

Gov.  Fassett,  St.  Paul: 

Message  regarding  supposed  poachers  acknowledged.  Will  touch  at  Attu  to  land 
mail  and  then  proceed  Pribilofs  direct.  Keep  me  advised.  Hamlet. 

And  the  vessel  continued  on  course  for  Attu.  In  the  thick  weather 
prevailing  it  was  not  prudent  to  increase  speed. 

41.  Anchored  in  Chicagof  Harbor,  Attu,  at  10.40  a.  m.,  June  23. 
The  word  was  passed  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
work  in  hand  be  completed  as  quickly  as  possible.  Mail  was  landed. 
Lieut.  Harrison  went  on  shore  to  look  into  affairs  in  his  capacity  as 
United  States  commissioner,  to  inspect  service  house  and  the  village, 
and  to  distribute  clothing  to  natives  as  directed  in  letter  of  command¬ 
ing  officer,  Northern  Division,  of  April  12.  Found  that  service  house 
on  shore  had  been  almost  entirely  unroofed  by  winter  gales,  and  that 
temporary  repairs  had  been  made  by  a  trader  residing  at  Attu,  for 
which  he  had  used  his  own  lumber,  reports  of  which  had  been  made 
to  commanding  officer  at  Unalaska. 
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42.  A  large  working  party  was  at  once  sent  on  shore  with  lumber 
brought  from  the  supply  in  service  store  at  Unalaska  for  the  purpose. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  tear  out  all  the  temporary  work  and  make 
permanent  repairs.  It  was  necessary  to  expend  one  large  coaling 
cloth  and  part  of  another  from  the  ship’s  supplies  to  cover  the  roof, 
formerly  covered  with  tarred  roofing.  There  was  expended  all  the 
lumber  brought  from  Unalaska  in  repairing  the  roof  and  returning  in 
kind  the  lumber  expended  by  the  trader  in  temporary  repairs.  While 
these  repairs  were  being  made  fresh  water  was  boated  off  for  the  ship’s 
tanks,  a  fishing  party  was  sent  out  to  fish  for  the  messes,  and  the 
surgeon  inspected  the  village.  The  village  was  found  in  generally 
good  condition  relative  to  past  years,  but  there  is  still  room  for 
improvement  along  sanitary  lines.  The  American  schooner  Lettie 
was  boarded  at  anchor  in  the  harbor.  Mr.  T.  D.  Hogan,  a  prospector, 
came  on  board  and  requested  passage  to  Unalaska,  there  being  no 
other  means  of  transportation  for  probably  a  considerable  time.  The 
ward-room  officers  agreed  to  take  him  in  their  mess,  so  the  request 
was  granted,  as  circumstances  appeared  to  warrant  granting  the 
passage  asked,  and  there  being  no  expense  to  the  Government  in¬ 
volved. 

A.  B.  Summerville,  master  and  owner  of  the  American  schooner 
Trilby,  stranded  on  Alaid  Island,  Semichi  Islands,  came  on  board  and 
requested  assistance  in  an  attempt  to  float  his  vessel.  The  com¬ 
manding  officer  had  learned  from  Lieut.  Hutson,  who  landed  near  the 
Trilby  after  the  wreck  of  the  Tahoma,  that  the  schooner  lay  high  and 
dry  on  a  sand  beach  and  that  the  chances  of  salving  her  seemed  good. 
Summerville  had  the  skids,  jacks,  and  other  gear  with  him  at  Attu 
which  was  used  to  haul  the  vessel  out  for  winter  quarters  in  usual 
circumstances,  and  requested  the  assistance  of  the  Unalga  in  trans¬ 
porting  this  gear  and  himself  and  crew  to  the  scene  of  the  wreck,  and 
such  aid  as  might  be  found  necessary.  He  was  informed  that  certain 
circumstances  required  that  this  vessel  hasten  on  her  way,  but  that 
if  he  could  get  his  men  and  material  and  a  boat  on  board  at  once 
without  delaying  the  sailing  of  the  vessel,  he  would  be  landed  at 
Semichi,  which  was  on  the  vessel’s  way  to  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and 
such  assistance  as  could  be  hastily  rendered  would  be  given  him  to 
arrange  the  ways  for  launching,  but  that  it  might  become  necessary 
at  any  moment  for  the  Unalga  to  leave  him  and  his  party  at  Semichi, 
and  that  he  should  therefore  take  a  boat  and  all  the  gear,  sails,  pro¬ 
visions,  etc.,  for  the  Trilby,  in  order  that  he  might  work  her  back  to 
Attu  when  launched.  All  this  gear  and  wrecking  outfit  was  placed 
on  board  before  the  shore  party  had  accomplished  its  work.  Mail 
was  received  for  posting. 

43.  At  5.40  p.  m.  the  shore  party  came  on  board,  having  repaired 
and  painted  the  service  building  and  left  it  in  good  order.  Underway 
at  once  and  stood  to  sea  at  full  speed,  one  boiler.  At  8.50  p.  m.,  the 
same  day,  anchored  at  Semichi  Harbor,  on  south  side  of  Alaid  Island. 
Notliing  could  be  seen  of  the  schooner,  though  we  were  anchored 
close  in.  Summerville  and  party  landed  in  their  own  boat  to  in¬ 
vestigate.  They  returned  at  10  p.  m.  and  reported  that  the  Tnlby 
had  broken  in  two  and  was  a  total  wreck,  not  even  the  spars  remain¬ 
ing  unbroken.  Ploisted  the  boat  and  at  10.10  p.  m.  underway  to  take 
the  party  back  to  Attu.  Proceeded  at  8  knots  on  account  of  fog. 
At  11.50  p.  m.  of  the  22d  received  the  following  radiogram: 
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Shooting  off  Northeast  Point  and  English  Bay  continues  with  increasing  frequency. 
Strangers  recently  landed  Zapadni  and  seal  harems  disturbed .  Have  doubled  guards 
Northeast  Point  and  Zapadni.  Weather  continues  thick  and  nothing  seen  to  evening 
22d.  Two  vessels  believed  off  island.  St.  George  reports  nothing  seen  or  heard. 

Fassett. 

At  once  started  fires  under  after  boiler  to  be  ready  to  proceed  at 
full  speed  immediately  upon  landing  Summerville  and  his  party  at 
Attu.  It  being  highly  probable  that  a  modern  seal  raider  would  be 
equipped  with  receiving  radio  set  with  which  to  ascertain  the  move¬ 
ments  of  guard  vessels,  the  following  message  was  sent  in  radio  code 
to  the  electrician  in  charge  St.  Paul  radio  station,  there  being  no 
means  known  to  the  commanding  officer  of  communicating  with 
agent  Fassett  by  code: 

Inform  agent  advisable  to  code  all  messages  to  me  relative  vessels  vicinity  your 
station.  Hamlet. 

44.  Darkness  and  fog  delayed  arrival  at  Attu  until  6.30  a.  m.  of  the 
23d  when,  off  the  entrance  to  Chicagoff  Harbor,  the  ship  was  stopped 
and  Summerville  and  his  party  and  outfit  were  lowered  away  in  their 
own  boat,  taking  in  tow  their  skids  and  lumber,  which  was  thrown 
overboard  and  rafted,  and  they  made  the  best  of  their  way  into  the 
harbor,  while  the  Unalga ,  at  6.35  a.  m.,  kept  away  at  full  speed,  two 
boilers,  for  St.  Paul  Island.  Headquarters  was  advised  by  a  code 
radiogram  of  the  position,  speed,  and  destination  of  the  vessel  and 
reason  for  proceeding  there.  At  10.20  a.  m.  of  the  25th  anchored  in 
Village  Cove,  St.  Paul  Island,  and  at  once  sent  officer  on  shore  with 
orders  not  to  land,  but  to  have  agent  come  to  landing  to  make  any 
reports  he  desired,  and  to  deliver  to  him  letter  arranging  for  ruse 
messages  if  they  should  be  found  necessary.  Upon  request  boat 
waited  while  agent  prepared  his  mail.  Cut  out  forward  boiler  and 
hauled  fires  under  it.  This  boiler  leaked  badly  on  the  run  from  Attu, 
causing  shortage  of  feed  water. 

45.  Agent  Fassett  requested  a  conference  with  commanding 
officer,  and  he  was  invited  on  board  for  the  purpose,  and  offered  a 
boat  upon  his  signal  request  for  it.  Preparations  were  made  to  get 
underway  at  2.30  p.  m.,  but  upon  signal  from  agent  for  a  boat, 
sailing  was  delayed,  and  he  came  on  board  to  call  upon  and  confer 
with  commanding  officer.  He  had  nothing  to  report  beyond  the  mat¬ 
ters  contained  in  his  radiograms  quoted  above.  Upon  landing  the 
agent,  at  4.40  p.  m.  of  the  25th,  underway  and  stood  along  shore  to 
northward,  intending  to  cruise  within  the  50-mile  circle,  as  it  seemed 
probable  that  anyone  having  enough  information  to  approach  the 
Seal  Island  while  the  patrol  vessel  was  approaching  the  farthest 
limit  of  her  district  would  probably  know  the  Unalga’s  coal  supply 
was  getting  low,  and  that  she  must  soon  go  to  Unalaska  for  coal. 
Therefore,  it  was  decided  to  send  a  ruse  message  in  plain  language  and 
cruise  within  50  miles  of  St.  Paul,  to  husband  coal  and  water  supply. 
At  8.40  p.  m.,  in  dense  fog,  anchored  off  North  Point  to  await  clearing 
weather.  Necessary  to  evaporate  make  up  feed  water  for  boilers 
on  account  of  shortage  of  fresh  water. 

46.  Dense  fog  prevailed  until  1.30  p.  m.  of  the  26th,  when  underway 
and  stood  to  northward.  Cruised  in  vicinity  of  the  islands  26th, 
27th,  and  28th.  On  the  morning  of  28th  stopped  for  30  minutes  off 
village  landing,  St.  George.  Agent  Proctor  came  off  and  brought 
mail  for  St.  Paul  and  for  posting.  Pev.  Father  Kashevaroff  came  on 
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board  and  requested  passage  to  Unalaska,  which  was  granted,  at 
no  expense  to  the  Government.  Agent  Proctor  was  given  a  disk 
code  and  arrangements  were  made  for  ruse  messages  should  they 
become  necessary.  He  reported  nothing  of  interest  had  happened  at 
St.  George.  Cruised  to  northward.  At  11  a.  m.  learned  that  mail 
boat  Santa  Ana  would  reach  Unalaska  to-morrow  noon.  Sent  code 
message  to  agent  at  St.  Paul  Island  to  send  boat  out  to  meet  ship  with 
his  mail.  Increased  speed  to  9  knots.  It  seemed  advisable,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  vessel  must  proceed  to  Unalaska  in  a  few  days  in 
any  event,  to  go  there  at  once  in  time  to  get  on  board  the  monthly 
mail  boat  the  mail  which  had  accumulated  on  board.  At  1.55  p.  m. 
stopped  in  Village  Cove  and  picked  up  St.  Paul  mail  and  proceeded  on 
course  for  Unalaska  at  9  knots  in  order  to  intercept  mail  steamer. 

47.  Made  fast  to  wharf  at  Unalaska  at  4.30  p.  m.,  June  29.  Placed 
mail  on  board  steamer  Santa  Ana  and  she  sailed  shortly  afterwards. 
Found  U.  S.  S.  Prometheus  at  anchor  in  outer  harbor.  The  boot 
topping  was  much  in  need  of  cleaning  and  painting,  so  delayed  com¬ 
mencing  coaling  until  noon,  June  30.  Engineer’s  force  immediately 
undertook  repairs  to  and  cleaning  of  forward  boiler.  This  boiler  had 
some  71  steaming  hours  yet  to  go,  but  as  it  had  to  be  emptied  to  make 
repairs,  and  as  it  will  be  needed  probably  until  vessel  reaches  San 
Francisco,  on  account  of  deflected  side  boxes  in  after  boiler,  instruc¬ 
tions  were  given  to  clean  it.  Coaling  was  completed  at  4.45  p.  m., 
July  1.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  fairly  good  weather  while  in 
port  to  give  the  vessel  a  much-needed  cleaning  and  touching  up.  The 
Prometheus  sailed  for  Pribilof  Islands  on  July  3,  taking  all  mail. 

48.  The  4th  of  July  fell  on  Sunday,  and  the  ship  was  full  dressed 
on  the  5th.  Salute  was  omitted  on  account  of  being  alongside  wharf. 
The  day  was  windy,  rainy,  and  disagreeable,  and  no  sports  could  be 
held.  On  the  7th  the  Infantry  section  was  landed  for  drill  on  shore. 
All  work  on  boilers  being  completed  at  4  p.  m.  of  the  7th,  and  having 
received  stores  for  both  seal  islands,  all  of  which  were  inspected,  cast 
off  and  stood  to  sea.  Stopped  off  St.  George  Island  at  3.50  p.  m.  of 
the  8th  for  15  minutes  while  boat  came  off  from  shore  and  received 
stores  and  brought  mail  for  posting.  Agent  reported  nothing  unusual. 
Cruised  to  westward  until  1 1.28  a.  m.  of  9th,  when  anchored  in  Village 
Cove,  St.  Paul  Island.  Because  the  services  of  the  surgeon  were 
required  at  the  hospital  on  shore  at  an  operation  upon  a  man  from 
the  Prometheus,  remained  at  anchor  until  8  a.  m.  of  the  10th,  when 
underway  and  cruised  around  the  islands,  except  from  7.15  p.  m.  of 
the  12th  to  8.08  a.  m.  of  the  13th,  when  lay  at  anchor  off  St.  George 
until  2  p.  m.  of  the  15th,  when  laid  course  for  Unalaska,  where  made 
fast  to  wharf  at  7.50  a.  m.,  July  16,  thus  completing  the  patrol  duty 
assigned  by  Headquarters  letter  of  April  1,  1915.  U.  S.  lighthouse 
tender  Kukui  in  port.  During  the  cruising  around  the  Pribilof s  only 
a  few  seals  were  seen  50  or  more  miles  off,  but  the  numbers  increased 
rapidly  as  we  approached  shore,  being  plentiful  inside  of  about  20 
miles  off. 

49.  On  July  11  the  following  radiogram  was  received: 

Omar  J.  Humphrey  reports  his  steamer  Alliance  left  Unalaska  for  Kuskekwim  16 
day  ago;  not  heard  from  since;  fears  accident  or  total  lack  of  fuel.  Investigate  and 
report.  Render  such  assistance  as  practicable. 


Dunwoody. 
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The  general  call  was  at  once  sent  out.  Information  of  her  was 
obtained  from  Dutch  Harbor,  and  on  July  11  the  following  radiogram 
was  sent: 


Government  Coast  Guard,  Seattle: 

At  10.12  night  of  July  8th  Alliance  reported  herself  four  hours  out  of  Akutan,  sailing 
direct  to  Seattle,  where  she  expects  to  arrive  July  18. 

Hamlet. 


50.  Cleaned  and  painted  water  line  and  then  coaled  ship.  Owing 
to  the  high  price  of  coal  at  Unalaska,  only  enough  coal  was  taken  to 
reach  San  Francisco  and  have  a  small  margin  with  which  to  answer 
distress  calls  en  route.  Received  from  Government  school-teacher 
at  Unalaska  $599.35,  1  sealed  bag  of  furs,  and  1  box  of  merchandise, 
for  forwarding  to  W.  T.  Lopp,  Chief  of  Alaska  Division,  Bureau  of 
Education,  Seattle,  Wash. 

51.  At  8.30  a.  m.  of  July  17  the  Manning  arrived  and  made  fast  to 
wharf.  Commanding  officer  of  Manning  relieved  commanding  officer 
of  Unalga  of  all  duties  in  connection  with  Bering  Sea  patrol  and  as 
custodian  of  Government  reservation  at  Unalaska.  Notified  agents 
at  St.  Paul  and  St.  George  that  this  vessel  had  been  relieved  by  the 
Manning.  Received  on  board  all  mail  for  States.  At  request  of 
commanding  officer,  U.  S.  S.  Prometheus ,  received  on  board  one  sea¬ 
man  for  transportation  to  the  receiving  ship  at  San  Francisco,  to  be 
dishonorably  discharged.  Mr.  S.  Applegate,  of  Berkeley,  Cal.,  came 
on  board  at  2  p.  m.  as  guest  of  commanding  officer.  Second  Lieut, 
of  Engineers  F.  C.  Allen,  detached  by  radiogram  of  commanding 
officer  Northern  Division,  of  4th  instant,  left  vessel  to  join  Manning. 

52.  At  3  p.  m.,  July  17,  cast  off  from  wharf  at  Unalaska  and  stood 
through  Unalga  Pass  to  sea.  Took  departure  off  Unalga  Island  at 
6.15  p.  m.  and  laid  course  on  great  circle  track  for  San  Francisco. 
After  a  pleasant  and  uneventful  voyage,  anchored  at  Sausalito,  Cal., 
at  8.20  a.  m.,  July  28.  Landed  mail.  Reported  arrival  to  Head¬ 
quarters  by  telegraph,  and  reported  the  vessel  to  commanding  officer, 
Southern  Division,  for  duty  in  that  division. 

53.  The  heartiest  possible  cooperation  has  been  given  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  by  all  commissioned  and  warrant  officers  attached 
to  this  command,  and  the  zeal  and  attention  to  duty  on  the  part  of 
all  officers  and  enlisted  men  has  been  commendable.  The  weather 
during  the  cruise  has  been  generally  very  good  as  regards  gales,  and 
with  comparatively  little  dense  fog.  The  ship  has  exhibited  her 
usual  fine  qualities  in  stability,  seaworthiness,  and  handling.  Radio 
and  all  other  apparatus  has  been  eminently  satisfactory,  barring 
deflected  tubes  and  leaky  nipples  in  boilers.  There  is  submitted  as 
part  of  this  report,  but  under  separate  cover,  track  charts  of  the  cruise. 

Respectfully, 


H.  G.  Hamlet,  Commanding. 

To  the  Captain  Commandant. 


Coast  Guard  Cutter  “Un alga,” 

Unalaska ,  Alaska ,  May  13,  1915. 

Sir:  1.  The  American  power  whaling  schooner  Polar  Bear ,  of 
Seattle,  L.  Lane,  master,  arrived  at  Unalaska,  Alaska,  May  11,  1915, 
with  six  Japanese,  found  May  6  and  8,  1915,  on  Nunivak  Island. 
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2.  The  circumstances  were  investigated  May  13  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  TJnalga  and  the  following  recital  of  what  may  have  hap¬ 
pened,  as  gleaned  from  the  statements  of  those  interviewed,  is  sub¬ 
mitted: 

The  Dyfuku  Maru  was  a  three-masted  schooner  of  about  50  tons, 
hailing  from  Ehimeken,  Japan,  Sakataro  Kikuchi,  master  and  part 
owner.  Besides  the  master  the  following  were  on  board:  Shoichi 
Ishioka,  Shimatara  Miomoto,  Makitara  Maximoto,  Takasavaro 
Tanaka,  Yoshikitai  Maximoto,  Tandajaro  Yamanda,  and  Buntaro 
Kikuchi,  eight  in  all.  The  vessel  carried  no  cargo  and  had  no  shooting 
or  trapping  gear,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  men.  The  expe¬ 
dition  appears  to  have  been  one  of  adventure,  planned  by  the  master, 
and  perhaps  Shimatara  Miomoto  was  a  directing  spirit,  the  specific 
object  of  which,  all  who  were  interviewed  stoutly  maintained,  was  to 
voyage  to  Vancouver  Island  or  some  other  place  in  Canada  in  search 
of  work.  The  members  of  the  expedition  seem  to  have  been  required 
to  pay  to  the  master  varying  sums  for  the  privilege  of  making  the 
voyage. 

3.  Manned  as  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph  and  laden  only 
with  provisions  and  fresh  water,  the  Dyfuku  sailed  from  Kobi,  Japan, 
about  June  16,  1914,  and  about  the  4th  of  July,  1914,  sailed  from 
Barshu,  where  she  had  stopped  to  make  some  repairs. 

4.  The  master  appears  to  have  navigated  the  vessel,  using  sextant 
and  steering  by  compass,  for  about  20  days,  during  which  but  little 
progress  was  made  to  the  eastward  on  account  of  head  winds.  Then 
the  master  fell  ill,  took  to  his  bunk,  and  appears  to  have  had  nothing 
further  to  do  with  the  navigation  of  the  vessel.  Thereupon  Ishioka, 
who  stated  that  he  was  boatswain  or  mate,  took  charge.  He  states 
that  he  had  no  chart  and  steered  such  courses  as  he  thought  would 
take  him  along  the  south  side  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  According  to 
his  statement  he  has  no  idea  how  he  entered  the  Bering  Sea,  but  some  40 
days  after  leaving  Barshu,  land  was  made  to  the  northward.  (This, 
in  his  narrative,  would  be  St.  Lawrence  Island,  and  the  date  about 
August  14.)  He  then  steered  more  to  the  eastward,  and  after  two 
days  made  shoal,  discolored  water,  as  if  out  of  a  river.  .(This  would 
correspond  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yukon,  and  the  date  about  August  16.) 
He  then  steered  south.  On  a  date  which  appears  to  have  been  August 
17  the  master  died  in  the  morning  and  his  body  lay  in  his  bunk. 
That  night  the  vessel  struck  on  a  reef  near  Cape  Mohican,  close  to  the 
shore,  on  the  west  side  of  Nunivak  Island.  She  immediately  broke 
up.  The  seven  members  of  the  crew  reached  shore  safely.  They 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wreck  about  eight  days,  picking  up  such 
articles  of  food  and  clothing  as  washed  ashore.  Then  they  divided 
into  two  parties,  Miomoto,  both  Maximotos,  and  Kikuchi  going  south 
and  the  others  north  to  seek  assistance.  The  north  party  after  several 
days’  travel  reached  the  native  village  of  Koot,  near  Cape  Etolin,  and 
the  south  party  reached  the  native  village  of  Kwigamuit,  near  Cape 
Mendenhall,  at  which  places,  with  the  exception  of  Buntaro  Kikuchi, 
they  were  found  by  the  Polar  Bear,  the  north  party  on  May  6  and  the 
south  on  May  8,  and  brought  to  Unalaska. 

6.  According  to  the  statements  made,  Buntaro  Kikuchi  started  out 
alone  during  the  winter  to  seek  passage  by  boat  to  the  Kuskoquim 
River.  He  never  returned  and  they  assume  that  he  froze  to  death. 


annual  report  of  the  coast  guard. 


93 


Nearly  all  the  survivors  have  frozen  feet  or  toes,  two  requiring 
amputation  of  parts  of  the  feet.  They  state  that  these  injuries  were 
received  while  making  trips  in  the  winter  in  hopes  of  finding  some- 
means  of  getting  away  from  the  island.  Makitara  Maximoto  and 
Takasavaro  Tanaka  were  sick  in  the  hospital  and  were  not  inter¬ 
viewed.  It  appears  that  all  were  well  treated  by  the  natives  of 
Nunivak  Island. 

8.  Viewed  only  in  the  light  of  reasonableness,  the  tale  told  by  these 
people  seems  romantic  and  difficult  to  believe,  but  the  frankness  of 
demeanor  of  each  man  and  the  consistence  of  the  stories  told  by  each 
separately,  and  the  circumstances  as  related  by  Capt.  Lane,  of  the  Polar 
Bear,  all  seem  to  bear  out  the  almost  incredible  story  they  tell.  In 
view  of  the  probable  impossibility  of  obtaining  any  evidence  that 
these  persons  have  violated  any  law  of  the  United  States  or  of  the 
Territory  of  Alaska,  if  indeed  such  evidence  exists,  it  seems  necessary 
to  accept  the  foregoing  as  the  reason  for  the  persons  named  being  found 
in  the  country. 

9.  The  United  States  commissioner  at  Unalaska  has  this  day  taken 
steps  to  cover  their  cases  as  aliens  illegally  in  the  country  through 
force  of  circumstances  beyond  their  control. 

10.  Y.  Shimada,  wardroom  steward  of  this  vessel,  'acted  as  inter¬ 
preter  for  the  commanding  officer’s  interview  with  the  Japanese  and 
later  in  the  proceedings  before  the  commissioner. 

Respectfully, 

H.  G.  Hamlet,  Commanding . 

To  the  Captain  Commandant. 


Coast  Guard  Cutter  “ Manning,” 

Seattle,  Wash.,  September  21 ,  1915. 

Sir:  1.  In  obedience  to  Headquarters  order  of  June  15,  1915,  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  during  the  season  of 
1915  is  respectfully  submitted. 

2.  The  Manning  left  Seattle,  Wash.,  at  9.30  a.  m.,  July  5,  1915. 
Gentle  to  moderate  WSW.  to  WNW.  breezes  were  encountered,  with 
the  exception  of  northeast  gale  on*  the  10th  and  a  pleasant  run  was 
made  across  the  Pacific,  arriving  at  Unalaska  July  17.  The  Unalga 
and  lighthouse  tender  Kukui  were  in  port,  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Prome¬ 
theus,  arrived  at  Dutch  Harbor  later  the  same  day.  In  accordance 
with  Headquarters  order  dated  June  15,  1915,  the  Unalga  was 
relieved  from  further  duty  in  connection  with  the  Bering  Sea  patrol 
on  July  17,  at  10  a.  m.,  a  report  of  all  matters  in  connection  with  the 
patrol  up  to  date  was  furnished  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Unalga  upon  being  relieved,  and  the  latter  vessel  sailed  for  Seattle 
on  the  17th.  All  vessles  in  port  were  boarded. 

3.  All  mail  and  freight  which  had  been  received  at  Seattle  for 
delivery  at  Unalaska  was  delivered,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  spent 
landing  and  transporting  spare  stores  to  warehouse  on  shore;  the 
19th  and  20th  were  occupied  in  coaling  ship.  July  21 ,  at  request  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Prometheus,  received  on  board 
certain  supplies  for  delivery  to  naval  radio  station  at  St.  Paul  Island; 
received  articles  of  freight,  with  duplicate  invoices  for  delivery  at 
seal  islands,  also  mail  for  Atka  and  seal  islands,  and  a  supply  of 
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coal  for  delivery  to  Government  school-teacher  at  Atka.  At  3  p.  m. 
June  21,  sailed  for  Atka,  rainy  disagreeable  weather  with  dense 
fog  being  encountered  from  the  time  of  leaving  Unalaska  until 
arrival  at  Atka  9.30  a.  m.  June  23. 

4.  Convened  a  board  composed  of  Second  Lieut,  of  Engineers 
T.  H.  Yeager  and  Third  Lieut.  W.  P.  Kain,  to  audit  Government 
store  and  school  accounts,  in  accordance  with  Headquarters  order 
of  June  15,  1915,  these  officers  being  relieved  from  all  other  duties  in 
order  to  finish  the  work  and  proceed  on  patrol  duty  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  Landed  mail  and  articles  of  freight  for  Government  school, 
and  detailed  the  surgeon  to  inspect  the  village  and  render  such 
medical  assistance  as  was  necessary.  Board  employed  during  the 
23d,  24th,  25th,  and  26th  in  taking  invoice  of  articles  in  store  and 
auditing  accounts  on  shore,  and  working  on  the  books  during  the 
evenings  on  board  the  vessel. 

5.  At  1  p.  m.,  July  26,  the  board  having  completed  its  work, 
got  underway,  steamed  out  of  Atka,  and  shaped  course  to  take 
vessel  10  miles  west  of  southwest  point  St.  Paul  Island,  set  continuous 
day  and  night  lookout  and  kept  sharp  watch  for  vessels  of  all  kinds. 
At  8.15  p.  m.,  July' 28,  made  southwest  point  St.  Paul  Island,  bearing 
NE.  f  E.  and  began  patrol  around  the  Pribilof  Islands,  covering  a 
zone  during  this  cruise  of  approximately  110  miles  radius.  At  10.05 
a.  m.,  August  4,  came  to  anchor  off  east  landing,  St.  Paul  Island;  A.  B. 
Hanna  came  on  board  for  transportation  to  St.  George  Island,  for 
purpose  of  counting  seals.  Landed  freight  and  mail  for  St.  Paul 
Island  on  duplicate  invoices  certifying  that  there  was  no  alcoholic 
liquors  in  the  packages,  the  receipts  being  signed  by  the  agent;  re¬ 
ceived  mail  for  St.  George  Island,  and  at  10.55  a.  m.  steamed  for  St. 
George  Island. 

6.  At  5  p.  m.  stopped  off  north  anchorage  St.  George  Island  and 
landed  A.  B.  Hanna  and  mail,  received  from  agent  mail  for  Unalaska, 
and  then  resumed  patrol  on  course  NE.  f  E.  At  11.40  a.  m.,  August 
8,  stopped  off  Garden  Cove,  St.  George  Island;  received  on  board 
Mr.  Hanna  for  return  transportation  to  St.  Paul  Island,  and  steamed 
for  the  latter  place,  arriving  off  east  landing  late  in  the  evening. 
Landed  Mr.  Hanna  and  mail  for  the  island.  Agent  at  St.  Paul  Island 
came  on  board  to  confer  with  the  commanding  officer. 

7.  At  8.20  a.  m.,  August  9,  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  Una¬ 
laska  to  coal  ship  and  overhaul  machinery.  Arrived  the  evening  of 
the  10th  and  delivered  to  postmaster  at  Unalaska  the  mail  received 
at  Atka  and  the  Pribilof  Islands.  Employed  overhauling  machinery 
and  coaling  ship  from  the  10th  until  the  morning  of  the  15th,  on  which 
latter  date  the  Manning  steamed  out  of  harbor  and  proceeded  to  the 
westward,  visiting  the  villages  of  Makushin,  Kashega,  and  Cher- 
nofski.  At  each  place  the  surgeon  was  sent  ashore  to  inspect  the 
village  and  give  such  medical  treatment  to  the  natives  as  might  be 
necessary. 

8.  After  leaving  Chernofski  the  morning  of  the  17th,  turned  to  the 
eastward,  visited  the  villages  of  Biorka  and  Akatan  and  the  whaling 
station  opposite  the  latter  village.  At  each  place  the  surgeon  was 
sent  ashore  to  inspect  the  village  and  render  medical  aid  to  the 
natives.  On  the  evening  of  the  18th  returned  to  Unalaska  to  make 
preparations  for  an  extended  cruise  to  the  westward. 
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9.  On  August  27  left  Unalaska  and  proceeded  to  the  westward 
along  the  south  side  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  having  received  on 
board  for  transportation  the  Government  school-teacher  at  Atka, 
together  with  mail  and  supplies  for  the  Bureau  of  Education.  Ar¬ 
rived  off  Nasan  village,  Atka  Island,  on  the  29th.  The  mail  and 
supplies  for  the  Bureau  of  Education  were  landed  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  school-teacher  left  the  vessel.  The  surgeon  visited  the  village 
and  rendered  medical  aid  to  the  natives.  Left  Atka  on  the  evening 
of  August  29  and  arrived  at  Chichagoff  Harbor,  on  the  island  of  Attu, 
on  the  morning  of  September  1.  The  surgeon  made  the  usual  in¬ 
spection  of  the  village  and  rendered  medical  aid  to  the  natives,  and 
later  in  the  day  the  Manning  left  the  harbor  and  proceeded  to  dhe 
seal  islands. 

10.  Arrived  at  St.  Paul  Island  on  the  morning  of  September  4, 
and  having  ascertained  by  radio  that  the  agent  was  not  in  need  of 
any  assistance  and  had  no  mail  to  go  south,  proceeded  to  St.  George 
Island  and  communicated  with  the  agent  there.  It  was  ascertained 
that  no  further  assistance  could  be  rendered  by  the  cutter  and  that 
the  mail  for  the  department  was  expected  to  leave  later  on  the  naval 
collier  Saturn,  wRich  was  at  that  time  delivering  supplies  at  the 
islands.  The  Manning  thereupon  sailed  for  Unalaska,  arriving  on 
the  morning  of  the  7th.  Finished  coaling  ship  on  the  8th,  and  the 
vessel  being  detained  in  port  during  the  9th,  10th,  and  11th,  owing  to 
a  heavy  gale  prevailing,  advantage  was  taken  of  the  opportunity  to 
overhaul  and  adjust  machinery.  On  the  11th  the  cutter  Bear 
arrived  from  her  northern  cruise. 

11.  At  9  a.  m.  September  12,  having  received  from  the  postmaster 
at  Unalaska  the  mail  for  delivery  at  Seattle,  the  Manning,  having 
concluded  her  duties  in  connection  with  the  Bering  Sea  patrol,  sailed 
for  Seattle.  Gentle  to  moderate  southwest  to  northeast  breezes 
were  encountered,  and  after  a  fine  run  arrived  at  Seattle  on  the 
evening  of  September  20. 

12.  Delivered  the  mail  from  Unalaska  to  the  postmaster  at  Seattle 
and  reported  for  duty  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Northern 
Division. 

Respectfully, 


To  the  Captain  Commandant. 


F.  G.  Dodge,  Commanding. 


REPORT  OF  NORTHERN  CRUISE,  SEASON  OF  1915. 

Coast  Guard  Cutter  “Bear,” 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  November  29,  1915. 

Sir:  1.  When  the  Bear  anchored  to-day,  the  duties  assigned  by 
Headquarters  order  of  April  10,  1915,  had  been  completed.  During 
the  cruise  the  vessel  has  been  underway  2,247  hours,  and  has  covered 
a  distance  of  15,210  miles. 

2.  The  Bear  sailed  from  this  port  May  2,  1915,  stopped  en  route 
at  Ladysmith,  British  Columbia,  for  coal,  and  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  for 
northern  mail  and  supplies,  arriving  at  Unalaska  May  19,  1915. 

3.  As  the  cutter  Unalga  was  in  port  and  intended  proceeding  to 
the  Pribiloff  Islands,  passenger,  freight,  and  mail  were  transferred 
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to  that  vessel,  and  after  filling  bunkers  to  capacity  and  taking  an 
additional  supply  on  deck,  sailed  May  23  for  Nome,  arriving  at  that 
port  2.10  a.  m.,  May  28,  1915.  As  soon  as  mail  was  landed,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  St.  Michael  and  landed  mail  for  that  port  on  the  29th. 
While  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  first  Nome  steamers,  held  small- 
arms  target  practice  on  the  range  at  Fort  St.  Michael. 

4.  On  June  7  steamed  along  the  north  shore  of  Norton  Sound, 
thence  to  southward  in  the  general  direction  of  St.  Lawrence  Island 
to  develop  ice  conditions.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  opportunity 
to  hold  the  semiannual  target  practice  for  great  guns  after  clearing 
the  ice  and  while  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  first  vessels  from  the 
southward.  As  soon  as  radio  communication  was  established  with 
the  steamships  Victoria  and  Senator,  these  conditions  were  reported, 
with  instructions  how  to  avoid  the  heavy  ice,  after  which  the  Bear 
returned  to  Nome  for  the  incoming  mail. 

5.  After  the  official  mail  had  received  attention,  proceeded  to  St. 
Michael  and  completed  small-arms  target  practice  and  returned  to 
Nome  on  June  21,  1915,  having  stopped  en  route  at  Golofnin  Bay 
for  water.  Deceived  on  board  the  United  States  mail  and  Mr. 
W.  C.  Shields,  representative  of  Bureau  of  Education,  and  steamed 
for  St.  Lawrence  Island,  but  being  unable  to  land  and  the  time  for 
cleaning  boiler  having  long  since  passed,  headed  for  St.  Lawrence 
Bay,  Siberia,  arriving  there  at  4.25  p.  m.  June  23,  and  anchored  in 
Lutke  Harbor.  The  boiler  was  cleaned  and  the  fresh-water  tanks 
filled,  and  on  June  27  steamed  for  St.  Lawrence  Island,  and  arrived 
off  the  village  at  2.40  p.  m.  of  the  28th.  At  10.40  p.  m.,  having  com¬ 
pleted  all  business  at  this  island,  steamed  for  Nome,  and  arrived 
there  10.10  p.  m.  July  2.  Stops  were  made  en  route  at  Emmatown, 
Siberia,  Little  Diomede  Island,  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  Port  Clarence, 
and  King  Island,  at  all  of  which  places  such  business  as  came  up 
received  attention. 

6.  After  coaling  ship,  steamed  from  Nome  for  St.  Michael,  on 
July  7,  and  arrived  there  the  following  morning.  As  weather  per¬ 
mitted,  small-arms  target  practice  for  six  months  ending  December 
31,  1915,  was  held,  and  the  vessel  returned  to  Nome  July  16.  The 
Bureau  of  Education  desiring  to  put  new  teachers  on  St.  Lawrence 
Island,  and  everything  indicating  southerly  weather,  the  vessel 
stopped  at  Nome  only  long  enough  to  receive  the  teachers,  mail, 

'  ana  their  stores  before  sailing  for  that  island.  On  the  forenoon  of 
July  19  arrived  off  North  Cape,  and  at  6.35  that  same  evening 
arrived  off  the  village  and  landed  passengers  and  freight. 

7.  While  returning  to  Nome  received  information  that  the  steamer 
Latouche  was  proceeding  to  St.  Michael  with  the  Nome  mail  and 
would  remain  there  until  all  or  most  of  her  freight  was  unloaded. 
Proceeded  to  the  latter  port  and  received  140  sacks  Nome  mail. 
This  reached  Nome  a  week  or  10  days  earlier  than  if  it  had  not  been 
transported  on  this  vessel. 

8.  Steamed  from  Nome  July  26,  after  the  passengers,  mail,  and 
stores  had  been  received  for  cruise  in  the  Arctic  Ocean  and  Point 
Barrow.  Stops  were  made  at  Port  Clarence  for  water  and  at  Cape 
Prince  of  Wales  to  take  on  board  a  native  interpreter,  furnished  by 
the  Department  of  Justice,  for  the  United  States  commissioner  on 
board,  and  arrived  off  Cape  Blossom  at  1.55  p.  m.  July  31.  Owing 
to  heavy  southerly  swell,  a  landing  was  not  possible  until  the  mom- 
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mg  of  August  2.  The  mail  from  Nome  was  landed  and  such  north¬ 
ern  mail  as  had  accumulated  since  the  last  overland  mail  left  was 
received  on  board,  and  at  10.15  p.  m.  August  2  steamed  north, 
arriving  at  Point  Hope  at  6.20  p.  m.  August  3.  Stops  were  made 
between  Point  Hope  and  Point  Barrow  at  Cape  Lisburne  August 
4  to  water  ship;  at  Cape  Beaufort  to  inspect  reindeer  herd;  and 
at  Wainwright  to  land  teachers,  mail,  and  stores.  Arrived  off  the 
village  at  Cape  Smyth  (Barrow)  at  11.50  p.  m.  August  7.  Mis¬ 
sionaries,  mail,  and  stores  were  landed.  During  the  day  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  afforded  Supt.  Shields,  Bishop  Rowe,  and  such  others 
as  had  business  to  visit  the  village  and  attend  to  same. 

9.  At  5  p.  m.  August  8  steamed  to  southward  after  having  com¬ 
pleted  all  business  and  received  the  mail.  Stops  were  made  at 
Wainwright,  where  the  outgoing  school-teachers  were  taken  on 
board;  at  Icy  Cape,  where  Bishop  Rowe,  Supt.  Shields,  the  commis¬ 
sioner,  and  surgeon,  visited  the  village;  at  Cape  Beaufort  to  permit 
the  surgeon  to  treat  a  sick  native  woman;  at  Point  Hope,  where 
some  delay  was  experienced  owing  to  strong  northerly  gale  blowing, 
but  such  matters  as  needed  attention  were  looked  after,  and  at  8.30 
p.  m.  August  14  anchored  off  Kivalena.  The  school,  village,  and 
reindeer  were  inspected  by  the  proper  authorities  and  opportunity 
given  Bishop  Rowe  to  hold  divine  service. 

10.  The  next  stop  was  at  Cape  Blossom,  where  a  stay  of  three 
days  was  made  to  permit  of  visiting  the  new  village  of  Noorvik,  on 
the  Kobuk  River.  After  leaving  Kotzebue  Sound  an  attempt  was 
made  to  land  at  Cape  Serdge,  but  this  was  impossible  on  account 
of  the  heavy  ice  which  hned  the  Siberian  coast  as  far  south  as  Whalen, 
on  the  north  side  of  East  Cape.  A  stop  was  made  at  Emmatown, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  cape.  Stops  were  also  made  at  Little 
Diomede  Island  and  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  vessel  arrived 
off  Nome  at  8.20  a.  m.  August  22,  1915,  where  mail  and  passengers 
were  landed. 

11.  Mr.  W.  T.  Lopp,  Chief  Alaska  Division,  Bureau  of  Education, 
was  transported  to  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  on  August  23-24.  A 
second  trip  was  made  to  St.  Michael,  at  the  request  of  the  postal 
authorities,  to  transport  mail  from  the  outside,  210  sacks  being 
carried  at  this  time. 

12.  While  in  Kotzebue  my  attention  was  brought  to  the  fact  that 
the  United  States  commissioner  from  Candle  had  collected  a  tax  of 
$6  from  each  native  who  operated  a  oomiak  (native  skin  boat)  for 
hire.  Upon  returning  to  Nome  a  protest  was  lodged  with  the 
United  States  district  attorney,  ana  information  has  since  been 
received  that  the  commissioner  had  been  directed  to  refund  the 
money. 

13.  The  time  having  passed  for  cleaning  boiler,  proceeded  to 
Unalaska  from  Nome  on  September  3,  and  arrived  there  September 
11.  Stops  were  made  en  route  at  King  Island  and  St.  Lawrence 
Island.  At  Unalaska  the  main  boiler  was  cleaned  and  several  leaky 
tubes  were  renewed.  The  mail  and  stores  for  the  Pribilof  Islands 
were  taken  on  board,  and  on  October  2  steamed  from  Unalaska  for 
Nome,  arriving  off  the  latter  port  at  7.05  p.  m.  October  6.  Owing 
to  rough  weather  a  landing  was  not  possible  at  St.  George  Island, 
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but  the  mail  and  stores  were  landed  at  St.  Paul  Island  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  October  3. 

14.  Upon  arrival  at  Nome  it  was  found  that  a  number  of  natives 
from  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  and  a  few  families  from  King  Island  and 
Little  Diomede  Island  had  been  prevented  from  reaching  their 
homes  by  the  very  stormy  weather  that  had  prevailed  throughout 
the  month  of  September.  These  natives,  91  in  number,  were  taken 
on  board  with  their  supplies  and  boats  (5  in  number),  and  taken  to 
their  homes.  Passage  was  furnished  Mrs.  J.  H.  Maguire,  school¬ 
teacher,  from  Nome  to.  Cape  Prince  of  Wales.  Mail  and  stores 
for  the  school-teacher  and  native  cooperative  store  on  St.  Lawrence 
Island  were  also  delivered  on  this  trip.  The  vessel  got  underway 
at  4.20  p.  m.  October  8;  landed  natives  at  King  Island  the  following 
morning,  and  those  for  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  and  Little  Diomede 
Island  during  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  of  October,  after  which 
steamed  for  Port  Clarence  to  repair  leaky  tubes  in  main  boiler.  While 
at  anchor  off  Teller  reindeer  station  the  master  of  the  schooner 
Challenge  came  on  board  and  requested  assistance  in  floating  his 
vessel,  ashore  in  Grantley  Harbor.  The  launch  with  sufficient  force 
was  sent  the  following  morning  and  floated  the  vessel  without  much 
difficulty.  A  report  of  this  assistance  has  been  forwarded  to  Head¬ 
quarters.  At  4.50  p.  m.  October  12,  the  gas  schooner  Silver  Wave  an¬ 
chored  near  by.  The  master  came  on  board,  and  reported  that 
Mr.  L.  L.  Mason,  of  Candle,  had  suffered  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  and 
requested  that  he  be  transferred  to  the  hospital  at  Nome.  The 
surgeon  was  sent  aboard  to  examine  the  patient,  and  upon  his  recom¬ 
mendation  the  latter  was  brought  on  board  and  taken  to  Nome. 
The  master  of  the  Silver  Wave  reported  that  he  had  made  two  unsuc¬ 
cessful  attempts  to  reach  his  destination — Kotzebue  Sound  ports — 
but  had  been  prevented  by  rough  weather.  He  later  returned  to 
Nome,  having  been  stopped  by  young  ice  off  Cape  Espenberg.  At 
4  a.  m.  October  13  got  underway,  and  reached  Nome  at  4.45  p.  m., 
where  the  sick  man  was  transferred  to  the  hospital.  October  14 
steamed  for  St.  Lawrence  Island,  arriving  there  at  9.35  a.  m.  October 
15,  and  landed  mail  and  stores.  As  soon  as  this  was  completed  re¬ 
ceived  outgoing  mail  and  steamed  for  Nome,  where  arrived  at  1.30 
p.  m.  October  16. 

15.  During  the  forenoon  of  October  21,  the  wind  and  sea  making 
from  southeast,  put  to  sea  for  safety,  and  at  10.30  the  following 
morning  anchored  off  Sledge  Island.  Shortly  after  anchoring  re¬ 
ceived  a  radio  message  from  United  States  deputy  marshal  at  St. 
Michael  that  18  persons,  2  of  whom  were  invalids,  were  stranded  at 
St.  Michael.  Got  underway  and  reached  St.  Michael  at  7.05  &.  m. 
October  24.  After  much  difficulty  the  passengers  and  their  effects 
were  transferred  to  the  Bear  and  taken  to  Nome.  A  special  report 
of  this  cruise  was  submitted  to  Headquarters. 

16.  A  considerable  quantity  of  mail,  about  a  ton,  arrived  on  the 
steamship  Senator ,  for  St.  Michael,  and  as  another  mail  was  due 
on  the  steamship  Victoria ,  the  postal  authorities  requested  that  this 
be  transported  on  the  Bear  to  reheve  the  situation.  Proceeded  to 
St.  Michael  and  landed  the  mail  October  28,  returning  to  Nome 
the  following  day.  A  quantity  of  fresh  meat  was  also  carried  from 
Nome  for  the  commissary  of  Fort  St.  Michael.  More  difficulty  was 
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experienced  landing  the  mail  and  stores  than  on  the  previous  visit, 
October  24,  owing  to  ice  and  strong  easterly  wind. 

17.  October  31  the  steamship  Victoria  arrived  with  the  mail.  Re¬ 
ceived  mail  for  this  vessel  and  for  the  Pribiloff  Islands.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  destitute  persons  were  received  on  hoard  in  accordance  with 
Headquarters  letter  of  August  25, 1915 :  W.  V.  Brock,  Wm.  MacCauley, 
Fred  Nordine,  Joe  Addison,  V.  E.  Hillman,  G.  Pappas,  G.  Auhert, 
F.  Forsen,  V.  Tozer,  John  Smith,  Roy  Stump,  Tony  Rulatovitch, 
F.  A.  Smith,  B.  A.  Bennett,  W.  A.  Saunders,  M.  Marks,  S.  Wasky, 
R.  S.  Peterson,  T.  Birdo,  and  Dan  Dalloff.  Rations  were  issued  to 
all  these  people.  As  the  steamship  Victoria  expected  to  remain  in 
port  only  a  short  time,  the  Bear  left  Nome  at  midnight  October  31, 
and  steamed  to  southward,  keeping  in  radio  communication  with  the 
Victoria  at  all  times.  Heavy  weather  was  encountered  all  the  way 
south.  The  mail  was  landed  at  St.  Paul  November  4,  but  not 
until  November  6  was  a  landing  possible  at  St.  George  Island.  The 
mail  and  stores  for  this  island  were  transferred  to  one  of  the  island 
boats,  which  was  hauled  back  to  the  island  with  a  long  line.  After 
the  mail  was  landed  proceeded  to  Unalaska,  arriving  November  8. 
Coaled  ship  and  repaired  leaky  tubes  in  main  boiler.  Two  destitute 
seamen  were  given  passage  from  Unalaska  to  Seattle,  and  rations 
issued  to  them.  While  at  anchor  off  the  village  at  St.  George  Island 
on  November  5,  awaiting  a  chance  to  land  mail  and  stores,  the  fluke 
of  starboard  anchor  carried  away  in  a  heavy  squall.  Three  squaw 
men  (Matson,  Munson,  and  Martin)  had  requested  transportation 
from  Nome  to  Unalaska,  hut  this  was  refused,  as  there  is  not  enough 
work  in  the  latter  vicinity  for  the  people  already  there,  and  judging 
from  past  experience  there  would  have  been  another  request  to 
carry  these  men  hack  in  the  spring. 

18.  The  steamship  Victoria  reported  passing  through  Unimak  Pass 
at  6  a.  m.  November  7.  Having  taken  sufficient  coal  and  completed 
boiler  repairs,  sailed  from  Unalaska  November  9.  Strong  southerly 
and  southwest  breezes  to  gales  were  encountered  throughout  the  trip 
across  the  North  Pacific,  together  with  very  rough  seas.  Passed  in  by 
Cape  Flattery  4.20  a.  m.  November  18,  and  arrived  at  Ladysmith, 
British  Columbia,  November  18.  November  20,  having  filled  bunkers 
to  capacity,  steamed  for  Seattle,  arriving  there  Sunday,  November  21. 
Reported  to  northern  division  by  wire  and  landed  mail  and  passen¬ 
gers.  En  route  the  gig  partly  filled  with  water  and  bent  the  after 
davit. 

19.  Under  division  commander’s  order,  steamed  from  Seattle 
November  22  and  arrived  at  Port  Angeles  6.15  a.  m.  November  23. 
In  accordance  with  headquarters  order  of  May  19,  1915,  exchanged 
wardroom  stewards  with  the  cutter  Snohomish.  At  12.45  p.  m. 
proceeded  to  sea  and  arrived  at  San  Francisco  November  29. 

20.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Columbia  River  and  as  far  south  as  Cape 
Blanco  very  heavy  weather  and  tremendous  seas  were  encountered. 
The  rigging  band  on  dolphin  striker  and  the  funnel  on  topgallant 
mast  slipped  during  the  heavy  rolling  and  pitching  of  the  vessel  early 
in  morning  of  November  25.  Later  it  was  found  that  the  jibboom 
was  sprung.  The  topgallant  yard  was  sent  down,  the  headsails 
unbent,  and  the  wireless  antennae  brought  down  to  topmast  head  to 
relieve  the  strain.  Preventer  topgallant  stay  was  also  set  up. 
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Shortly  after  the  headgear  was  secured  the  second  whaleboat  partly 
filled  with  water  and  bent  the  after  davit.  At  5  p.  m.  of  the  same 
day  the  peak  of  the  main  gaff  carried  away.  The  dolphin  striker  and 
topgallant  mast  were  not  considered  first  class  last  spring  but  were 
passed  as  being  good  enough  for  another  season.  All  these  items  are 
mentioned  in  my  letter  on  repairs,  submitted  herewith. 

21.  During  the  cruise  the  following  passengers  were  carried: 

F.  S.  Hersey,  representative  of  Smithsonian  Institution.  Head¬ 
quarters  letter  April  10,  1915.  Reported  on  board  April  28;  de¬ 
parted  June  1. 

G.  H.  Morse,  electrician,  first  class.  United  States  Navy;  came 
on  board  May  10,  1915;  departed  May  21.  Letter  of  April  28, 
division  commander. 

J.  Ross  came  on  board  May  23 ;  departed  May  28. 

W.  Johnson,  assistant  superintendent,  Bureau  of  Education,  came 
on  board  June  12;  departed  June  21 ;  July  18  to  22,  inclusive. 

W.  C.  Shields,  superintendent  northwestern  division,  Bureau  of 
Education,  came  on  board  June  21 ;  departed  July  2;  July  26  to  31, 
inclusive ;  August  1  to  26,  inclusive. 

Mrs.  M.  G.  Coffin,  Government  school-teacher,  June  28  to  July  2, 
inclusive. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  McGuire  and  son,  Government  school-teacher,  June  30 
to  July  2,  inclusive.  Mrs.  McGuire,  October  8  to  9,  inclusive. 

Col.  W.  P.  Richardson,  United  States  Army,  came  on  board  July  3 ; 
departed  July  4. 

W.  P.  Mullen  came  on  board  July  16;  departed  July  18. 

E.  V.  Godsave,  Government  school-teacher,  came  on  board  July  18; 
departed  July  19.  Mrs.  E.  V.  Godsave,  same  dates. 

Bishop  P.  T.  Rowe  came  on  board  July  26;  departed  August  22. 

J.  H.  Browning,  companion  to  bishop,  came  on  board  July  26; 
departed  August  22. 

E.  M.  Forrest  and  wife,  Government  school-teachers,  came  on  board 
July  26 ;  departed  August  7. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Spence  and  wife,  missionaries,  came  on  board  July  26; 
departed  August  8. 

W.  S.  Adlooat,  native  interpreter,  came  on  board  July  26;  de¬ 
parted  August  25. 

Rev.  A.  R.  Hoare,  missionary,  came  on  board  August  4  to  22, 
inclusive. 

W.  B.  Van  Valin,  wife,  and  child  came  on  board  August  9;  de¬ 
parted  August  22. 

A.  T.  Rogers,  Government  school-teacher,  came  on  board  August 
14;  departed  August  22. 

W.  T.  Lopp,  chief  of  Alaska  division,  Bureau  of  Education,  came 
on  board  August  23  to  25,  inclusive. 

Miss  Edna  Cameron,  Government  school-teacher,  came  on  board 
August  23;  departed  August  26. 

Arthur  Cole,  guest  of  wardroom  officers,  came  on  board  August  23 ; 
departed  August  26. 

James  H.  Fehse,  United  States  mail  clerk,  came  on  board  August 
26;  departed  August  29;  October  28  to  30,  inclusive. 

L.  L.  Mason,  invalid,  came  on  board  October  12;  departed  October 
13. 
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The  following  passengers,  transported  from  St.  Michael  to  Nome, 
came  on  board  October  24  and  departed  the  25th:  J.  T.  Fears,  It.  R. 
Henderson,  H.  Riley,  Mrs.  C.  Estmere,  Mrs.  F.  McGibney,  D.  Daniels, 
R.  D.  Bruhn,  P.  B.  Walsh,  D.  Mutchler,  S.  York,  H.  Hasegawa,  E.  J. 
Davis,  J.  Cameron,  J.  Ford,  Mrs.  J.  Ford,  B.  A.  Meyers,  F.  Courtney, 
and  William  Detering. 

E.  Johnsson,  mail  (Serk,  came  on  board  October  28;  departed  Octo¬ 
ber  30. 

Twenty  destitutes,  named  in  paragraph  17,  came  on  board  October 
31  and  departed  November  21. 

George  Nelson  and  John  Gerhard,  destitute  fishermen,  came  on 
board  November  9  and  departed  November  21. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Evans  was  on  board  from  May  11  to  July  26  and  Mr. 
Louis  Strauss  from  November  9  to  November  21  as  guests  of  the  com¬ 
manding  officer. 

22.  During  the  summer  it  has  been  the  practice  to  afford  aid  to  the 
natives  where  possible  without  diverting  the  vessel  from  her  regular 
duties.  The  natives  were  not  in  as  prosperous  condition  this  year 
as  last,  owing  to  decrease  in  price  of  furs. 

23.  Attention  is  called  to  the  small  gas  boats  from  Nome  trading 
along  the  Siberian  coast.  All  the  vessels  carry  whisky  and  trade  in 
violation  of  the  Russian  law.  It  is  suggested  that  they  be  not  cleared 
from  Nome  to  engage  in  this  illegal  traffic.  It  is  understood  that  one 
vessel,  the  Diamond  L,  with  her  furs,  was  seized  off  Emmatown,  but 
owing  to  ice  conditions  the  matter  could  not  be  investigated.  Her 
master,  Max  Gotschalk,  was  taken  to  Petropaulovsk,  however;  but 
this,  I  understand,  was  for  a  crime  committed  in  Russian  waters  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago. 

24.  Two  vessels,  the  Corwin  and  the  Belvedere ,  were  engaged  in 
walrus  hunting  this  season,  but  both  operated  in  Siberian  waters  or 
on  the  high  seas,  principally  it  is  presumed  because  the  ice  was  on 
that  side.  The  Corwin  took  1,354  and  the  Belvedere  500.  The  hun¬ 
ters  claim  that  1  in  every  3  walrus  slain  is  secured,  but  many  other 
experienced  people  claim  that  not  more  than  1  in  10  is  secured. 
Probably  a  mean  of  these  two  statements  is  a  very  good  estimate. 
It  can  readily  be  seen  that  very  soon  the  herd  will  be  greatly  decreased, 
and  certainly  will  make  it  harder  for  the  natives  to  secure  the  number 
required  for  their  food.  No  foreign  vessels  engaged  in  this  trade  this 
year.  Many  complaints  were  received  from  the  natives  and  white 
people  interested  in  the  natives’  welfare  protesting  against  this  whole¬ 
sale  slaughter  of  this  source  of  food  for  the  natives. 

25.  No  serious  violation  of  law  was  reported  during  the  past 
season.  Several  natives  came  on  board  to  consult  the  commanding 
officer,  having  already  consulted  the  commissioner  on  shore,  about 
securing  divorces.  One  man  in  particular  claimed  that  a  former 
missionary  had  compelled  his  wife  to  marry  another  man;  this  for¬ 
mer  husband  has  left  his  village  and  is  living  with  another  woman  in 
the  interior,  but  he  can  not  get  married  because  his  former  wife  has 
no  money  to  go  to  Nome  to  obtain  a  divorce.  It  is  recommended  that 
authority  be  given  the  commissioner  to  try  such  cases  among  the 
natives. 

26.  All  the  officers  and  crew  have  performed  the  duties  assigned 
them  in  a  cheerful  and  efficient  manner.  There  has  been  no  serious 
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illness  on  board.  One  case  of  tuberculosis  developed  and  was  seht 
to  Port  Townsend  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  Headquarters. 
Asst.  Surg.  J.  G.  Townsend,  Public  Health  Service,  has  taken  the 
greatest  interest  in  his  work,  and  has  the  confidence  of  everyone  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  He  was  much  handicapped  by  the 
material  and  instruments  with  which  he  had  to  work,  but  cheerfully 
did  his  best  with  the  means  at  hand.  It  would  be  a  great  assistance 
to  the  work  of  this  vessel  if  he  could  be  continued  on  this  duty  at  least 
another  year. 

Respectfully, 

C.  S.  Cochran,  Commanding. 

To  the  Captain  Commandant. 


REPORT  OF  ST.  MARYS  RIVER  PATROL,  SEASON  OF  1915. 

Coast  Guard  Cutter  “Mackinac,” 

Sault  Ste.  Marie ,  Mich.,  December  31,  1915. 

Sir:  1.  The  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  St.  Marys 
River  patrol  during  the  season  of  navigation,  1915,  is  submitted. 

2.  The  first  vessel  passed  through  the  lower  river  and  Canadian 
lock,  upbound,  on  April  16,  1915,  thus  opening  navigation,  and  the 
Mackinac  and  all  lookout  stations  in  the  lower  river  were  accordingly 
placed  in  commission.  The  first  vessel  through  the  American  canal 
passed  on  April  18,  down-bound;  the  following  day  lookout  station 
No.  6  (above  the  locks)  was  opened  for  the  season.  The  Vigilant  was 
detained  in  the  Poe  Lock  until  the  21st  of  April,  when  that  lock  was 
filled  and  opened;  on  April  22  she  proceeded  to  her  headquarters  at 
Neebish,  thus  completing  the  full  patrol  organization,  all  units  being 
in  commission  and  on  station,  well  in  advance  of  the  beginning  of 
heavy  traffic.  Owing  to  the  early  spring,  little  difficulty  was  ex¬ 
perienced  on  account  of  ice,  and  there  were  no  delays  from  this  cause, 
after  the  through  passage  of  the  first  vessel,  until  December  18,  when 
the  American  steamer  Lehigh  passed,  down-bound,  the  American  tug 
L.  C.  Sabin  breaking  out  channels,  and  on  December  20,  when  it  was 
necessary  to  use  tugs  for  this  purpose  to  assist  the  American  steamer 
Griffin,  upbound.  Navigation  closed  on  December  20,  when  the  last 
vessel  passed  through  the  third  lock,  upbound,  and  the  locks  were 
closed  for  the  season,  the  Canadian  canal  having  been  closed  on 
December  15.  The  Mackinacw&s  placed  out  of  commission  on  Decem¬ 
ber  21  and  the  launches  and  lookout  stations  discontinued  on  De¬ 
cember  7. 

3.  During  the  season  just  closed  there  have  been  a  number  of  cases 
of  grounding  in  St.  Marys  River,  but  fortunately  the  channel  was  not 
blocked  in  any  instance,  and  with  the  exception  of  stagnation,  due  to 
such  causes  as  fog,  accidents  to  lock  gates,  etc.,  traffic  has  been  un¬ 
impeded.  A  marked  increase  in  tonnage  over  the  season  of  1914 
began  in  July  and  continued  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  season. 
Owfing  to  the  great  demand  for  bottoms,  vessels  which  had  not  been 
in  commission  for  two  years  were  fitted  out  and  actively  employed 
until  the  close  of  navigation.  Although  the  rush  did  not  begin  until 
several  months  after  the  opening  of  navigation,  the  season  just  closed 
nearly  equaled  the  record  year,  1913 — showing  the  vast  amount  of 
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traffic  passing  through  during  the  latter  months  of  the  season.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  more  than  twice  as  many  vessels  passed 
through  the  St.  Marys  Falls  Canal  in  one  month  during  the  busy 
season  than  passed  through  the  Panama  Canal  in  one  year. 

4.  The  following  tabulation  shows  the  general  work  of  the  patrol. 
It  is  noted  that  there  have  been  few  cases  of  violations  necessitating 
report,  the  number  being  very  small  considering  the  amount  of  ship¬ 
ping.  There  is,  however,  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
assistance  rendered,  which  is  most  gratifying. 


Vessel  passages  through  St.  Marys  River. 


Month. 

Vessels. 

Barges. 

Total. 

April . 

441 

10 

451 

May . 

1,793 

1,946 

192 

1,985 

June . 

213 

2, 159 

July . 

2, 298 

216 

2, 514 

August . . 

2,449 
2, 504 

212 

2,661 
2, 728 
2, 872 

September . 

224 

October . 

2, 682 
2, 170 

190 

November . 

60 

2, 230 

December . 

524 

3 

527 

Total . 

16,807 

1,320 

18, 127 

Reports  and  warnings,  violation  of: 

St.  Marys  River  rules — 

Reported . 4 

Warned .  79 

Pilot  rules,  Great  Lakes,  etc. — 

Reported . 6 

Warned . 6 

Motor-boat  laws — 

Reported .  10 

Warned .  5 

Other  navigation  laws — 

Reported .  2 

Warned .  7 


Number  of  vessels  boarded  and  examined  (exclusive  of  motor  boats): 

Foreign .  1 

American .  82 


Total . .  83 


Number  of  motor  boats  boarded  and  examined: 

Foreign .  5 

American .  156 


Total . . 161 


Cases  of  assistance  rendered .  40 

Certificates  to  lifeboat  men  issued . . . ■ .  9 


5.  The  installation  of  a  telephone  at  No.  6  station  greatly  increased 
the  efficiency  of  the  patrol;  that  station  was  constantly  in  touch  with 
the  Mackinac  and  canal  office,  thus  enabling  the  lookout  to  report 
promptly  all  matters  of  importance,  and  also  to  inform  down-hound 
vessels  of  any  instructions  regarding  lockage,  etc  A  tide  gauge  was 
established  at  this  station  and  records  were  kept  throughout  the 
season  for  the  information  of  the  United  States  engineer’s  office. 
There  now  remains  but  one  station  (No.  5,  Moon  Island)  which  is  not 
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supplied  with  telephone  connection,  and  I  trust  that  next  year  this 
serious  deficiency  will  be  remedied.  The  other  stations  below  the 
locks  kept  the  canal  office  informed  regarding  vessels  coming  up  the 
river  and  also  as  to  weather  conditions  (fog,  etc.) ,  which  information 
was  posted  at  the  lock  office  for  the  benefit  of  shipmasteis.  All 
vessels  desiring  to  take  on  stores  were  reported  from  stations  No.  1 
and  No.  3,  so  that  there  was  no  delay  from  this  cause,  the  store  thus 
being  notified  two  hours  or  more  before  arrival  of  the  boat  at  the  Soo, 
the  supply  boat  going  alongside  as  the  vessel  passed  through,  thus 
preventing  delay  and  stagnation  in  the  vicinity  of  the  locks. 

6.  Above  the  locks  down-bound  boats  were  frequently  obliged  to 
anchor,  as  the  majority  of  these  vessels  when  loaded  were  too  deep 
for  the  Poe  Lock  and  Pence  were  obliged  to  await  their  turn  for  the 
third  lock;  this  stagnation  was  not  felt  below  the  canal,  as  many  of 
the  vessels  upbound  were  light.  The  launch  21-D  made  frequent 
patrol  trips  to  handle  the  situation  above  the  locks,  giving  the  vessels 
instructions  as  to  anchorage  and  lockage  in  their  turn  and  preventing 
them  from  anchoring  in  the  restricted  zone,  near  the  intake  of  the 
city  water  main.  This  condition  will  recur  next  year,  and  as  large 
vessels  are  constantly  being  added  to  the  lake  fleet  and  enormous 
tonnage  predicted  for  1916,  the  necessity  for  launch  patrol  will  be 
greater  than  ever.  For  this  purpose  and  for  patrol  work  in  general, 
it  is  strongly  recommended  that  launch  21-D  be  replaced  by  a  larger, 
faster,  and  more  seaworthy  boat.  While  21-D  managed  to  do  the 
work  last  season,  it  was  often  performed  with  difficulty  and  was  at 
times  hazardous.  Extensive  repairs  will  be  necessary  to  keep  this 
launch  in  running  condition,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  any  con¬ 
siderable  expenditure  on  this  boat  would  not  be  advisable,  provided 
a  suitable  launch  for  the  work  can  be  procured. 

7.  With  the  placing  of  the  enforcement  of  anchorage  laws  and  regu¬ 
lations  under  the  War  Department,  a  difficulty  has  arisen,  in  that  the 
present  method  of  collecting  fines  through  the  United  States  attornev 
causes  delay  which  may  seriously  affect  the  efficiency  of  the  patrol. 
It  is  suggested  as  a  remedy  that  where  vessels  are  reported  and  fines 
assessed  they  be  held  in  port  until  the  amount  of  the  fine  is  deposited 
with  the  proper  official  designated  for  the  purpose. 

8.  The  personnel  of  the  patrol  has  been,  without  exception,  zealous 
and  efficient  in  the  performance  of  duty.  Discipline  has  been  ex¬ 
cellent,  not  a  single  serious  infraction  of  regulations  having  occurred. 
The  enlisted  force,  with  only  two  exceptions,  have  had  previous  serv¬ 
ice,  and  many  of  them  have  served  on  this  station  for  years.  There 
are  several  persons  among  these  efficient  and  faithful  men  who  are 
only  rated  as  seamen,  whose  duties  require  trustworthiness,  discretion, 
and  judgment  in  a  greater  degree  than  seamen  on  board  cruising 
cutters,  thus  preventing  them  from  drawing  the  longevity  increase 
which  they  would  receive  if  they  held  a  petty  officer’s  rating.  As 
they  have  heretofore  been  discharged  at  the  close  of  navigation,  they 
have  been  debarred  from  the  pecuniary  benefits  of  continuous  service, 
and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  such  men  be  given  petty  officers’ 
ratings  in  order  to  encourage  them  to. remain  in  the  Coast  Guard  and 
thus  maintain  the  efficiency  of  the  patrol. 

9.  Recommendations  for  the  improvement  of  patrol  equipment 
have  been  submitted  from  time  to  time,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
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necessary  funds  to  carry  out  at  least  some  of  these  will  be  available 
in  the  near  future. 

10.  In  conclusion  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  hearty  cooperation 
existing  between  the  different  departments  of  the  Government,  the 
success  of  the  work  being  largely  due  to  that  fact.  The  Mackinac 
during  the  season  has  cooperated  not  only  with  the  United  States 
engineers,  but  with  the  Lighthouse  Service,  the  Immigration  Service, 
the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service,  the  Department  of  Justice,  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission,  the  Michigan  State  Fish  Commission, 
and  the  National  Guard.  The  merchant  marine  has  also  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  the  results  attained,  having  as  a  whole  been  zealous  in  ob¬ 
servance  of  rules  and  regulations. 

Respectfully, 

Eben  Barker,  Commanding. 


To  the  Captain  Commandant. 


REPORT  OF  A  CRUISE  FOR  DERELICTS. 


Coast  Guard  Cutter  “  Tampa,” 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Septenber  7,  1915. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  Headquarters  orders  by  radio  received  on 
board  the  Tampa  at  11.30  p.  m.  August  30,  this  vessel  left  Key  West 
and  proceeded  in  the  general  direction  of  the  position  of  the  wrecks 
reported  therein. 

2.  About  3.30  on  the  afternoon  of  September  1,  received  a  radio 
from  the  steamer  Alabama  that  she  had  just  passed  a  dangerous 
obstruction  to  navigation  in  the  shape  of  a  dismasted,  waterlogged 
hulk  in  25°  33'  N.,  84°  49'  W.  Although  the  Tampa  had  passed 
through  this  territory  several  hours  previously,  we  immediately 
turned  and  stood  back  at  increased  speed  in  order  to  reach  the 
reported  position  during  daylight.  At  5  p.  m.  picked  up  another 
message  from  the  steamer  El  Rio  (which  had  passed  within  sight  of  the 
Tampa  about  noon  bound  west)  that  she  had  sighted  an  obstruction 
almost  identical  in  description  with  the  report  of  the  Alabama,  except 
that  the  position  varied  by  exactly  a  degree  of  longitude.  Upon 
examination  of  the  operator’s  working  copies  of  radios,  it  was  found 
that  an  error  of  one  degree  of  longitude  had  been  made  in  transcrib¬ 
ing  the  Alabama’s  report.  The  Tampa  was  again  brought  about  and 
headed  for  the  correct  position.  About  7.30  p.  m.,  the  distance  by 
log  having  been  run,  observed  a  steamer  ahead  maneuver  as  if  to 
avoid  something  suddenly  sighted,  and  almost  immediately  picked  up 
a  broadcast  message  from  a  British  steamer  that  she  had  sighted  a 
derelict,  giving  a  position  corresponding  to  those  received  in  the 
afternoon.  The  Tampa  was  identified  to  the  steamer  in  sight  by 
means  of  the  searchlight,  and  then  ran  as  nearly  as  could  be  estimated 
to  the  position  where  she  had  maneuvered  to  avoid  the  obstruction. 
Examined  the  vicinity  with  searchlight  without  result,  but  feeling 
certain  that  we  were  in  close  proximity  to  the  obstruction,  stopped 
vessel  and  drifted  for  the  night,  broadcasting  a  message  that  the 
Tampa  was  drifting  near  a  dangerous  obstruction  and  displaying  a 
distinguishing  signal  consisting  of  two  red  lights  visible  all  around  the 
horizon. 
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3.  At  daylight  the  following  morning  the  derelict  was  immediately 
sighted,  bearing  NNE.  about  4  miles  distant,  and  upon  arrival  along¬ 
side  it  was  somewhat  of  a  surprise  to  discover  that  it  was  the  hull  of 
the  schooner  Oscar  G.,  of  Mobile,  last  reported  on  August  22,  south¬ 
west  of  Cape  San  Antonio,  Cuba,  and  having  drifted  since  that  report 
255  miles  m  a  north  by  west  direction. 

4.  The  work  of  making  the  hawser  fast  was  rendered  extremely 
difficult  on  account  of  the  choppy  condition  of  the  sea,  which  con¬ 
tinually  broke  through  the  waist  of  the  schooner  and  sometimes  over 
the  forecastle.  Seaman  J.  Augustson  was  washed  overboard  by  one 
of  these  seas,  but  succeeded  in  maintaining  his  grip  on  the  schooner’s 
rail  and  came  aboard  again  on  the  back  roll. 

5.  The  Tampa  was  maneuvered  into  a  position  close  to  the  wreck 
and  the  end  of  the  10-inch  hawser  passed  over  with  a  heaving  line,  and 
at  9  a.  m.  started  with  derelict  in  tow  in  the  direction  of  Tortugas. 
The  derelict  took  up  a  position  rather  broad-off  the  port  quarter  and 
maintained  it  with  little  yawing,  but  allowing  only  a  speed  of  about 
3  to  4  knots. 

6.  On  the  evening  of  the  2d,  received  an  advisory  warning  that  a 
disturbance  was  central  about  4  p.  m.  over  the  Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba, 
and  moving  NW.  This  placed  the  Tampa  almost  directly  in  the 
path  of  the  storm,  but  not  wishing  to  slip  the  derelict  and  try  to  run 
clear,  we  held  on,  hoping  that  the  storm  would  follow  the  course  of 
the  recent  hurricane  and  pass  to  the  westward,  and  that  we  would 
escape  its  full  force.  On  the  contrary,  it  had  commenced  to  curve 
and  was  moving  about  NEW.,  consequently  heading  us  off.  At 
about  8  p.  m.  a  most  vivid  display  of  lightning  was  observed  in  the 
southeast,  and  by  midnight  the  wind  had  increased  to  a  strong  gale 
from  east  to  northeast,  with  accumulating  intensity.  At  4  a.  m.  it 
was  blowing  a  whole  gale  from  the  north-northeast  with  a  rapidly 
falling  barometer,  and  driving  rain.  Up  to  this  point  the  Tampa 
with  tow  had  been  making  fairly  good  weather  at  50  revolutions  per 
minute  and  heading  up  to  the  seas,  but  about  5.30  a.  m.,  with  the 
pull  of  the  tow  on  her  quarters,  she  was  unable  to  hold  up  and  com¬ 
menced  to  roll  heavily.  The  hawser  was  thereupon  shifted  from  the 
towing  bitts  aft  and  brought  in  through  the  bow  chock,  the  engine 
stopped  and  the  Tampa  allowed  to  ride  to  the  derelict  as  a  sea  anchor. 
She  took  up  a  position  with  the  wind  almost  abeam  but  with  the 
heaviest  seas  ahead  and  rode  comfortably  and  easily,  using  oil  through 
the  forward  closets. 

7.  During  the  operation  of  shifting  the  hawser,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  under  trying  circumstances,  several  heavy  seas  broke  over  the 
quarter  and  one  of  them  swept  Gunner  Darnou  off  his  feet,  threw  him 
against  the  bitts,  and  painfully  injured  his  back. 

8.  Between  6  and  7  a.  m.  the  storm  reached  hurricane  force,  blowing 
with  a  velocity  estimated  at  from  90  to  100  miles  per  hour.  The  seas 
were  enormous  and  broke  heavily.  I  could  not  see  that  the  oil  had 
any  strikingly  beneficial  effect,  and  I  attribute  the  ease  with  which 
the  Tampa  rode  them  rather  to  her  own  sterling  seagoing  qualities 
than  from  any  benefit  derived  from  the  use  of  oil.  The  atmosphere 
was  a  white  smother  of  rain  and  spray  and  the  derelict  was  swept 
clean  by  the  seas  and  submerged  more  than  half  the  time.  About 
7.30,  the  barometer  steadied  and  commenced  to  rise  with  almost  the 
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same  rapidity  as  it  had  been  falling,  and  at  8  the  wind  shifted  to  west 
and  slowly  moderated. 

9.  From  our  observations,  the  storm  center  passed  to  the  eastward 
of  our  position  and  in  close  proximity;  the  storm  was  of  small  area 
hut  of  more  than  average  intensity,  and  had  it  been  of  longer  dura¬ 
tion  might  have  developed  into  a  serious  and  dangerous  hurricane. 
The  lowest  barometer  recorded  was  29.38  and  the  greatest  drop  0.13 
inch  between  6  and  7  a.  m.  following  a  drop  of  0.10  inch  for  each  of  the 
two  preceding  hours. 

10.  By  noon  of  the  3d  it  was  possible  to  again  shift  the  hawser  to 
the  towing  bitts,  and  the  course  resumed  for  Loggerhead  Light. 
Upon  getting  an  observation,  found  that  the  Tampa  had  been  blown 
about  40  miles  to  the  southward  during  the  night  and  forenoon. 

11.  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  on  the  4th  on  account 
of  the  wide  yawing  of  the  tow  after  reaching  the  smooth  water 
under  Tortugas  and  Half  Moon  Shoal,  and  much  time  was  lost 
renewing  parceling  on  both  the  ship  and  tow  ends  of  the  hawser  and 
in  arranging  bridles,  shortening  m  on  towlines,  etc.  Finally,  on 
reaching  Marquesas  Key  in  West  Channel  to  Key  West,  the  tow  was 
taken  alongside  and  anchored  for  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  her  in  that  position,  arriving  at  the  naval  station  pier  at 
about  11  a.  m.  The  Tampa  then  pumped  the  derelict  dry,  and  after 
the  level  of  water  was  below  decks  the  hull  seemed  to  be  tight  and 
did  not  leak  during  the  night. 

12.  I  have  turned  the  derelict  over  to  Taylor  &  Co.,  of  Key  West, 
who  are  acting  as  agents  for  the  owner,  Jenette  M.  Scott,  of  Mobile. 

13.  The  Tampa  is  now  being  coaled  and  search  in  the  Gulf  will  be 
resumed  at  once. 

14.  The  night  of  the  5th,  the  British  schooner  W.  S.  M.  Bentley 
was  towed  into  Key  West  by  the  steamer  Cushing  in  a  dismasted 
and  waterlogged  condition,  the  result  of  the  storm  of  the  3d. 

Eugene  Blake,  Jr.,  Commanding. 

To  the  Captain  Commandant. 


WINTER  CRUISING  REPORT. 

Coast  Guard  Cutter  “Ossipee,” 

Portland,  Me.,  April  1 ,  1916. 

Sir:  1.  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  head¬ 
quarters  letter  of  November  10,  1915,  assigning  this  vessel  to  active 
cruising  duty  from  December  1,  1915,  to  April  1,  1916,  and  to  afford 
such  aid  to  distressed  navigators  as  their  circumstances  might 
require,  the  following  detailed  report  is  submitted  covering  the  work 
performed  by  the  Ossipee  between  the  dates  above  mentioned: 

2.  Prior  to  the  beginning  of  winter  cruising,  arrangements  were 
perfected  with  keepers  of  Coast  Guard  stations  on  the  vessel's  sta¬ 
tion,  with  the  district  superintendents,  naval  radio  stations,  customs 
officials,  and  chambers  of  commerce  whereby  news  of  wrecks,  dere¬ 
licts,  strandings,  or  of  mariners  otherwise  in  distress  could  readily  be 
given  the  Ossipee.  Replies  were  received  from  all,  in  which  they 
stated  that  the  arrangements  were  understood,  and  in  which  they 
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cheerfully  agreed  to  cooperate.  In  this  connection  it  is  stated  that 
whenever  the  Ossipee  passed  a  Coast  Guard  station,  signals  were 
exchanged,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  there  was  any  news  of  vessels 
in  distress.  The  Ossipee’s  port  of  destination  was  also  signaled. 

3.  The  Ossipee  left  Portland,  Me.,  at  11.30  a.  m.  December  1,  1915, 
and  proceeded  to  sea.  Since  that  date  she  has  been  actively  cruised, 
and  the  following  cases  of  assistance  were  rendered: 

4.  December  5,  1915,  off  Egg  Rock  Lighthouse,  Mass.,  found  spar 
attached  to  submerged  wreckage  in  path  of  navigation.  The  spar, 
about  60  feet  long,  was  cut  clear  from  the  wire  rigging  holding  it, 
and  was  taken  on  board  and  landed  at  Portland.  Before  leaving  the 
position,  two  of  the  ship’s  boats  were  used  to  sweep  around  the 
wreckage,  and  a  least  depth  of  21  fathoms  was  left  over  the  position. 

5.  December  6,  1915,  found  the  .American  schooner  William  L. 
Elkins ,  of  Calais,  Me.,  ashore  near  Portland  Head,  Me.,  breaking  up 
during  a  moderate  northeast  gale.  Although  the  Ossipee  arrived 
near  the  schooner  within  an  hour  and  five  minutes  from  the  time 
word  was  received,  the  schooner  was  found  to  be  beyond  help.  The 
master  desiring  to  abandon  his  vessel,  the  Ossipee  took  off  the  crew, 
with  their  belongings. 

6.  December  12,  1915,  found  Old  Anthony  Vapor  Rock  gas  buoy 
No.  22  out  of  order  and  not  burning.  A  report  was  accordingly  sent 
to  the  inspector  of  the  first  lighthouse  district. 

7.  December  12,  1915,  while  cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  Portland 
Head,  Me.,  found  a  spar  about  50  feet  long  and  about  12  inches  in 
diameter  floating  in  the  path  of  navigation.  The  spar  was  taken  on 
board  and  landed  at  Portland,  Me. 

8.  December  14,  1916,  while  at  Boothbay  Harbor,  Me.,  received 
word  by  radio  from  the  keeper  of  the  Hunniwells  Beach  Coast  Guard 
station,  Me.,  that  a  schooner  was  at  anchor  in  a  dangerous  position 
off  his  station  and  was  flying  a  signal  of  distress.  Within  an  hour 
and  a  half,  the  Ossipee  was  near  the  schooner,  the  Irene  Meservey ,  of 
Bangor,  Me.,  anchored  in  a  precarious  position  near  the  breakers  off 
Pond  Island  Bar,  at  the  entrance  to  the  Kennebec.  Although  labor¬ 
ing  heavily  in  the  rough  southeast  sea  the  schooner  seemed  to  hold 
on.  The  current  kept  the  schooner’s  stern  to  the  sea  which  broke 
over  her  at  times.  A  line  was  fired  to  her  with  a  6-pounder  gun,  and 
before  it  was  finally  fast,  on  account  of  the  sea  and  strong  current, 
chafed  and  parted.  As  the  wind  shifted  and  the  current  slacked,  a 
surfboat  was  lowered,  and  another  line  was  run.  The  surfboat 
brought  back  news  that  when  the  first  hawser  parted  the  master 
was  struck  while  attempting  to  slip  his  anchor  and  had  sustained  a 
severe  injury  of  the  leg.  A  radiogram  was  immediately  sent  to  the 
deputy  collector  of  customs  at  Boothbay  Harbor  requesting  him  to 
meet  the  vessel  in  the  harbor  with  a  surgeon.  The  chain  of  the 
Meservey  was  finally  slipped,  and  the  Ossipee  towed  her  into  Booth- 
bay  Harbor,  where  a  surgeon  met  the  vessel  and  rendered  medical 
aid  to  the  master.  The  schooner  was  then  berthed  at  a  wharf.  The 
master  having  reported  that  he  had  during  this  trouble  lost  one 
anchor  and  the  chain  belonging  to  both  of  his  anchors,  it  was  decided 
to  later  recover  these  when  the  weather  moderated.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  a.  conference  was  held  with  the  keeper  of  the  Hunniwells 
Beach  station,  and  plans  were  made  for  the  station  crew  to  drag  for 
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and  buoy  the  anchor  and  chain  during  the  next  period  of  smooth 
weather,  and  to  notify  the  Ossipee.  The  work  of  recovering  and 
landing  this  anchor  and  chain  will  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

9.  December  15,  1915,  while  cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  Halfway 
Rock  Lighthouse,  Me.,  found  Halfway  Rock  whistling  buoy  con¬ 
siderably  to  the  eastward  of  its  correct  position  and  drifting  in  a 
moderate  northwesterly  wind  to  sea.  This  being  a  very  important 
buoy — the  mark  usually  picked  up  by  trans-Atlantic  steamers  bound 
into  Portland,  the  crew  of  the  Ossipee  anchored  the  buoy  with  a 
325-pound  kedge  anchor  and  70  fathoms  of  wire  hawser.  The 
inspector  of  the  first  lighthouse  district  was  immediately  notified  by 
radio,  and  a  tender  was  sent  to  replace  it. 

10.  December  22,  1915,  the  keeper  of  the  Hunniwells  station  having 
sent  word  by  radio  that  he  had  located  and  buoyed  the  anchor  and 
chain  of  the  schooner  Irene  Meservey,  slipped  when  the  Ossipee  assisted 
her  on  the  14th,  the  Ossipee  proceeded  to  that  location,  and  with  the 
aid  of  the  Coast  Guard  crew,  recovered  both  anchor  and  chain  and 
landed  them  on  a  wharf  in  Rockland  on  the  30th,  at  the  request  of 
the  owners. 

11.  December  26-27,  1915,  found  the  schooner  Freddie  Eaton 
stranded  on  the  breakwater  at  Portland,  Me.,  during  a  strong  north¬ 
west  breeze.  At  1  a.  m.  on  the  27th,  the  tide  having  risen  suffi¬ 
ciently,  the  Ossipee  floated  the  Eaton ,  and  anchored  her  in  a  safe 
position  inside  Portland  Harbor. 

12.  December  27,  1915,  having  floated  the  schooner  Freddie  Eaton, 
the  Ossipee  proceeded  immediately  to  the  assistance  of  a  vessel 
reported  anchored  in  a  dangerous  position  near  the  breakwater  at 
Rockport,  Mass.  At  8.20  a.  m.  the  same  day  found  the  vessel, 
which  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner  Mayflower ,  of  Maitland,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  as  the  master  stated  that  he  was  no  longer  in  any  danger, 
the  weather  having  moderated  to  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  west¬ 
ward,  no  assistance  was  needed. 

13.  January  7,  1916,  while  standing  up  Penobscot  Bay,  a  schooner, 
apparently  in  trouble,  was  sighted  near  Ash  Island.  The  Ossipee 
stood  close  to  the  vessel,  which  was  found  to  be  the  American  schooner 
W.  D.  Hilton,  of  Bangor,  with  a  cargo  of  coal.  The  master  reported 
that  his  vessel  had  collided  with  an  unknown  vessel  during  the  night, 
the  other  vessel  passing  on  out  of  sight  without  inquiring  as  to  the 
damage.  The  port  quarter  of  the  Hilton  had  been  damaged,  the  main 
boom  broken,  and  the  yawl  boat  smashed.  An  easterly  blow  being 
expected,  the  schooner  was  towed  by  the  Ossipee  to  a  safe  anchorage 
in  Rockland  Harbor. 

14.  January  7,  1916,  while  the  Ossipee  was  lying  at  anchor  in 
Rockland  Harbor,  at  9.10  p.  m.,  the  master  of  the  two-masted 
schooner  Stonybrook,  of  Rockland,  called  out  to  the  Ossipee ,  stating 
that  his  vessel  was  in  a  sinking  condition,  being  loaded  with  scrap 
iron,  and  having  5  feet  of  water  in  her  hold.  The  schooner,  though 
underway,  was  becalmed,  and  the  master  was  making  efforts  to  beach 
her  on  the  flats.  Immediately  one  of  the  Ossipee’ s  power  boats  was 
sent  to  her  aid  in  charge  of  an  officer,  went  alongside  and  pushed  the 
schooner  on  the  flats,  the  Ossipee’ s  men  relieving  the  crew  of  the 
schooner  at  the  pumps. 

15.  January  14,  1916,  while  cruising  near  Sequin  Island,  received 
information  by  radio  that  a  vessel  was  ashore  near  Widows  Island, 
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near  North  Haven,  Me.  The  Ossipee  proceeded  to  that  vicinity  with 
all  possible  speed,  arriving  there  at  7  o’clock  the  same  evening.  .  The 
vessel  was  found  to  be  the  British  schooner  Myrtle  Leaf,  of  Bridge¬ 
town,  British  West  Indies.  The  master  stated  that  he  had  grounded, 
but  had  been  able  to  kedge  into  deep  water  as  the  tide  rose,  and  was 
not  in  need  of  assistance. 

16.  January  29,  1916,  while  cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  Monhegan 
Island,  sighted  a  spar  about  65  feet  in  length  attached  to  submerged 
wreckage,  and  in  the  path  of  navigation.  Hauled  spar  adrift,  hoisted 
it  on  board,  and  landed  it  on  a  wharf  at  Portland,  Me. 

17.  While  performing  the  above  work,  received  a  message  reporting 
a  large  power  boat  ashore  on  Crotch  Island,  Casco  Bay.  Having 
completed  the  work  of  removing  the  spar,  arrived  off  Crotch  Island 
at  3.30  p.  m.  the  same  day,  and  found  the  American  motor  boat  Two 
Brothers,  45  feet  long,  and  of  12  tons  displacement,  high  and  dry  on  a 
rock,  having  been  blown  there  at  high  water  during  a  northwest 

fale.  An  officer  with  all  available  men  was  sent  ashore  in  a  surf- 
oat,  equipped  with  lumber  and  grease  for  launching  ways,  and  with 
a  number  of  tackles  and  a  jack.  With  the  assistance  of  some  of  the 
natives  on  Crotch  Island,  the  bow  of  the  boat  was  pushed  over  on  the 
skids  made  of  the  lumber  brought  from  the  Ossipee,  and  the  bow  slid 
into  deep  water.  On  account  of  a  large  number  of  ledges,  it  was 
impossible  for  the  Ossipee  to  get  within  less  than  700  yards  of  the 
boat,  but  450  fathoms  of  new  running  line  were  run  to  the  boat,  and 
as  the  tide  rose,  the  Ossipee  floated  her  and  towed  her  to  Portland. 

18.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  February,  a  radiogram  was 
received  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  eastern  division  stating 
that  a  vessel  was  apparently  afire  off  the  Isles  of  Shoals.  The  Ossipee 
proceeded  to  that  locality,  and  in  company  with  the  Gresham  made 
a  thorough  search  for  a  vessel  afire,  but  none  could  be  found..  During 
this  time  a  large  summer  hotel  near  Kennebunkport,  Me.,  was  burn¬ 
ing,  and,  viewed  from  Cape  Ann,  would  appear  as  a  fire  at  sea,  as 
the  line  of  vision  would  pass  over  the  position  reported. 

19.  February  14,  1916,  at  about  lip.  m.,  while  at  anchor  in  Pock- 
land  Harbor,  Me.,  cries  for  help  were  heard.  The  power  launch 
was  sent  in  the  direction  from  which  the  cries  came,  and  it  found 
two  men  in  a  dory  caught  in  the  ice.  The  launch  broke  the  ice 
around  the  dory  and  towed  it  to  its  destination.  The  weather  was 
cold  and  the  ice  was  making  fast. 

20.  February  15,  1916,  while  cruising  in  Penobscot  Bay,  Spruce 
Head  bell  buoy  No.  3  and  Channel  Rock  bell  buoy  No.  2  were  found 
capsized  by  ice  and  not  sounding.  This  matter  was  reported  to  the 
inspector  of  the  first  lighthouse  district. 

21.  February  21,  1916,  while  cruising  in  Casco  Bay,  received  infor¬ 
mation  that  an  abandoned  schooner  had  been  sighted  off  Minots 
Ledge,  Mass.  Proceeded  with  all  possible  speed  in  that  direction, 
but  two  hours  later  received  a  radiogram  that  the  Gresham  had  picked 
up  the  schooner. 

22.  February  24,  1916,  at  the  request  of  the  citizens  of  North 
Haven,  Me.,  broke  out  the  ice  in  Fox  Island  Thoroughfare. 

23.  February  24,  1916,  having  broken  ice  in  Fox  Island  Thor¬ 
oughfare,  received  a  radiogram  from  the  commanding  officer,  eastern 
division,  directing  the  Ossipee  to  tow  into  port  the  schooner  Horatio, 
abandoned  12  miles  east  of  Cashe  Ledge  buoy.  Proceeded  at 
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once  for  that  position  in  a  southeast  gale  and  snowstorm.  Cruised 
about  in  that  vicinity  until  the  night  of  the  26th,  encountering 
gales  from  the  eastward  and  westward,  with  snow,  rain,  and  fog. 
Being  unable  to  get  observations  for  the  ship’s  position,  headed  back 
toward  the  land,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  started  again  for 
the  position,  arriving  there  at  2  p.  m.  Found  the  Horatio  with 
decks  awash,  only  the  foremast  standing,  and  practically  all  of  her 
stern  burned  away.  The  deck  load  was  gone,  and  much  of  her 
planking  around  the  bow  was  torn  away.  On  account  of  the  rough 
sea,  it  was  impossible  to  board  her,  her  bow  being  held  under  water 
by  both  anchors  with  a  hundred  fathoms  of  chain  on  each,  where 
soundings  showed  about  100  fathoms.  It  was  decided  to  keep 
within  sight  of  the  derelict  until  the  weather  moderated,  but  during 
the  night  the  gale  increased,  with  a  blinding  snowstorm,  and  although 
the  vessel’s  drift  was  carefully  noted,  on  the  following  morning  the 
Horatio  was  not  in  sight.  A  diligent  search  was  made  during  the 
next  three  days,  but  the  derelict  could  not  be  found.  It  is  believed 
that  she  broke  up  and  sank,  for  on  the  27th  of  March  the  Ossipee 
again  visited  Cashe  Ledge  and  no  trace  of  her  could  be  found. 

24.  March  1,  1916,  while  approaching  Portland  Head,  Me.,  a 
large  gasoline  fishing  boat  was  sighted  making  signals.  Upon 
arriving  near  the  boat — the  Totem ,  of  Chebeag,  Me.,  12  tons — the 
master  requested  the  Ossipee  to  furnish  him  with  sufficient  gasoline 
to  enable  him  to  reach  port,  stating  that  his  supply  was  exhausted, 
and  that  his  reserve  supply  had  been  stolen.  Furnished  him  with 
6  gallons. 

25.  March  8,  1916,  having  received  information  that  the  schooner 
Edward  Stewart  was  ashore  three-quarters  of  a  mile  southwest  of 
Cranberry  Island  Coast  Guard  station,  proceeded  to  her  assistance 
in  a  fresh  easterly  gale  and  snowstorm.  On  account  of  the  gale  and 
snowstorm,  anchored  near  Saddleback  Lighthouse,  in  34  fathoms 
of  water,  but  on  getting  a  bearing  of  the  light,  hove  in  the  anchor, 
but  both  flukes  were  gone.  The  following  morning,  the  weather 
having  cleared,  the  Ossipee  proceeded  to  Cranberry  Island,  and 
found  by  means  of  wig-wag  signals  with  the  Coast  Guard  station 
that  the  schooner  was  a  total  loss  and  that  assistance  was  not 
desired. 

26.  March  16,  1916,  received  a  message  from  the  commanding 
officer,  eastern  division,  stating  that  the  Gresham  needed  assistance 
in  floating  a  stranded  schooner  on  Great  Brewster  Spit  Shoal,  Mass., 
but  upon  arrival  there  found  that  operations  had  been  suspended 
until  high  water.  Word  having  been  received  that  the  schooner 
William  Bisbee  was  in  distress  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Cod,  stood 
over  in  that  direction,  but  later  advices  reported  her  well  down  to 
the  southward  and  the  Acushnet  steaming  to  her  aid. 

27.  On  the  night  of  March  17,  1916,  while  steaming  out  of  Boston 
Harbor,  stopped  off  the  stranded  schooner  Lawson ,  which  the  Gresham 
was  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  assist.  Boarded  the  schooner,  but 
was  informed  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  pull  on  her  until  she 
could  be  lightered. 

28.  March  21,  1916,  while  breaking  ice  in  Fox  Island  Thorough¬ 
fare,  at  the  request  of  the  citizens  of  North  Haven,  Me.,  the  master  of 
the  American  schooner  Andrew  Nebinger  asked  that  his  vessel  be 
towed  clear  of  the  ice.  The  Ossipee  towed  him  out  into  open  water 
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in  Penobscot  Bay,  and  furnished  him  with  60  gallons  of  fresh  water, 
as  he  stated  that  he  had  no  fresh  water  on  board.  On  the  same 
day  the  Ossipee  towed  clear  of  the  ice  the  American  schooner  Rhoda 
Holmes ,  and  as  her  water  supply  was  running  low,  the  Ossipee  towed 
her  to  Rockland  at  the  request  of  the  master,  where  she  obtained  a 
supply  of  fresh  water. 

29.  On  the  morning  of  March  23,  1916,  intercepted  a  radiogram 
from  the  British  steamer  Prince  George  reporting  the  American  coal 
laden  schooner  Helen  Montague  in  distress  30  miles  east  by  south 
from  Cape  Ann  and  requesting  that  a  cutter  tow  her.  Headed  with 
all  speed  in  that  direction,  a  distance  of  about  75  miles,  and  was 
alongside  the  schooner  at  2  p.  m.  The  schooner  was  flying  the  ensign 
union  down,  the  headgear  was  gone,  and  the  jibboom  and  foretop¬ 
mast  were  broken  off.  She  was  rolling  deeply  and  seas  were  washing 
over  her  decks.  On  account  of  the  rough  sea  a  boat  could  not  be 
lowered,  but  a  line  was  shot  to  her  with  a  6-pounder  rapid-fire  gun. 
A  10-inch  line  was  then  run  to  her,  and  the  master  asked  to  be  towed 
to  Portland.  With  great  difficulty  the  line  was  hauled  on  board, 
and  finally  a  start  was  made  for  the  lee  of  the  land,  a  moderate 
northwest  gale  blowing,  and  during  the  rest  of  the  day  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  night  only  2  knots  per  hour  could  be  made  against 
the  wind  and  sea.  On  the  following  morning  the  Helen  Montague 
was  anchored  in  Portland  Harbor. 

30.  At  1.30  a.  m.  March  27,  1916,  while  lying  at  the  wharf  at 
Portland,  Me.,  the  quartermaster  heard  cries  for  help  from  the 
former  Coast  Guard  cutter  Woodbury ,  then  being  used  as  a  studio 
by  a  motion-picture  company.  Two  quartermasters,  the  radio 
operator  on  watch,  and  the  anchor  watch,  immediately  ran  across 
the  wharf  where  the  Woodbury  lay,  and  found  two  men  of  the  com¬ 
pany  trying  to  pull  from  the  water  a  third  man  who  had  acci¬ 
dently  fallen  overboard  while  attempting  to  board  the  vessel.  The 
Coast  Guard  men  reached  over  from  the  wharf,  holding  one  another 
by  the  feet,  and  finally  pulled  all  three  to  safety. 

31.  March  27,  1916,  while  cruising  offshore,  sighted  Cashe  Ledge 
whistling  buoy.  Stood  over  to  the  buoy,  took  soundings  around  it, 
and  finding  it  apparently  in  its  correct  position  and  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  made  a  special  report  of  the  fact  to  the  lighthouse  inspector 
of  the  district,  who  had  inquired  previously  if  the  Ossipee  has  seen 
the  buoy.  This  buoy  being  so  far  offshore  and  out  of  the  tracks 
of  vessels,  it  was  considered  of  interest  to  the  lighthouse  authorities 
and  to  shipping'  to  notify  them  that  the  buoy  is  in  position  and  is 
watching  properly. 

32.  March  29,  1916,  found  Roaring  Bull  gas  and  whistling  buoy 
burning  very  dimly,  and  reported  same  to  lighthouse  inspector. 

33.  In  addition  to  the  duty  performed  in  connection  with  the  winter 
work,  routine  drills,  etc.,  as  are  prescribed  by  the  regulations,  were 
held  as  the  weather  permitted. 

Respectfully, 

Randolph  Ridgely,  Jr., 

Commanding. 

To  the  Captain  Commandant. 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  ASSISTANCE 
RENDERED  BY  CUTTERS  AND  STATIONS,  INVOLVING 

THE  SAVING  OF  LIFE  AND 
PROPERTY,  1916 
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Assistance  rendered  by  cutters  and  stations  involving  the  saving  of  life  and  property. 

[Abbreviations:  in.  b.,  motor  boat;  sip.,  sloop;  yt.,  yacht;  str.,  steamer;  sch.,  schooner;  bk.,  bark;  bge.,  barge;  lgt.,  lighter;  flat.,  fllatboat.] 
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PLATE  XI. 


AID  TO  VESSELS  IN  DISTRESS. 

“  Seneca”  standing  by  wrecked  ship  “  Svalund,”  awaiting  opportunity  to  run  hawser.  (See  p.  1 1 .) 
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PLATE  XII. 


RECOVERING  OF  DERELICTS. 

Men  from  the  “  Seminole  ”  making  hawser  fast  to  capsized  schooner. 


Summary  of  derelict  operations ,  fiscal  year  1916. 
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REMOVAL  AND  DESTRUCTION  OF  DERELICTS,  WRECKS,  AND  OTHER 

OBSTRUCTIONS  TO  NAVIGATION,  IN  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  WAR 

DEPARTMENT. 

Extracts  from  the  Regulations,  United  States  Coast  Guard. 

3904.  The  following  instructions  shall  be  observed  by  the  commanding  officers  of  all 
cutters  relative  to  derelicts,  wrecks,  etc.: 

FLOATING  DANGERS. 

(a)  Derelicts  and  other  floating  dangers  to  navigation  wherever  found  shall  betaken 
to  the  most  convenient  port,  whenever  practicable. 

( b )  Whenever  it  is  not  practicable  to  take  a  derelict  or  other  floating  danger  into 
port  it  should  be  destroyed  or  beached,  extreme  care  being  exercised  in  each  case 
that  such  destruction  does  not  leave  sunken  or  floating  wreckage  of  such  size  or  char¬ 
acter  as  to  constitute  a  menace  to  passing  ships.  If  the  derelict  or  other  floating 
danger  is  to  be  destroyed  within  the  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States  and  the 
emergencies  of  the  case  permit,  the  engineer  officer  in  charge  of  the  district  shall  be 
communicated  with  by  telegraph  or  otherwise  consulted  before  final  action  is  taken. 

(c)  Whenever  circumstances  make  it  necessary  for  a  cutter  to  destroy  a  derelict  or 
other  floating  danger  to  navigation  within  the  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States, 
the  commanding  officer  shall  at  once  notify  the  engineer  officer  of  that  district. 

SUNKEN  OBSTRUCTIONS. 

3905.  Whenever  the  commanding  officer  of  a  cutter  has  knowledge  of  any  obstruc¬ 
tion  to  navigation  of  the  character  described  in  sections  19  and  20  of  the  act  of  March 
3,  1899,  in  any  river,  lake,  harbor,  or  canal,  or  inside  a  line  connecting  the  headlands 
of  any  sound  or  bay,  he  shall  at  once  notify  the  district  engineer  officer  and  take  no 
further  action  except  on  request  of  that  officer. 

3906.  When  the  commanding  officer  of  a  cutter  has  knowledge  of  any  obstruction 
to  navigation  of  the  character  described  in  sections  19  and  20  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1899,  within  the  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States  (not  being  in  any  river,  lake, 
harbor,  or  canal,  or  not  inside  a  line  connecting  the  headlands  of  any  sound  or  bay)  he 
shall  proceed  as  follows: 

(a)  If  the  obstruction  does  not  stop,  seriously  interfere  with,  or  specially  endanger 
navigation,  and  immediate  removal  is  not  necessary,  the  commanding  officer  shall 
notify  the  district  engineer  officer  and  take  no  further  action  except  upon  the  request 
of  that  officer. 

(b)  If  the  obstruction  does  stop,  seriously  interfere  with,  or  specially  endanger  navi¬ 
gation,  and  there  is  not  time  to  communicate  with  the  district  engineer  officer,  the 
commanding  officer  is  authorized  to  remove  or  destroy  such  obstruction  so  far  as 
to  clear  the  channel,  using  his  best  judgment  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  injury  in 
the  premises.  He  shall  notify  the  district  engineer  officer  of  his  action  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

(c)  In  either  of  the  cases  cited  in  paragraphs  a  and  b  of  this  article  the  commanding 
officer  shall  see  that  the  wreck  is  properly  buoyed  or  lighted  before  he  leaves  it,  the 
details  and  cost  of  the  same  to  be  reported  to  the  district  engineer  officer. 

3907.  Sunken  obstructions  outside  the  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  removed  or  destroyed  by  the  Coast  Guard  when  deemed  practicable. 

ASSISTANCE  TO  DISTRICT  ENGINEER  OFFICERS. 

3908.  (1)  A  division  commander  is  authorized,  upon  request  from  a  district  engineer 
officer,  to  direct  any  vessel  of  his  division  to  give  the  latter  officer  such  assistance  iu 
the  removal  of  wrecks  as  may  be  practicable  and  mutually  agreed  upon. 

(2)  Commanding  officers  of  cutters  not  attached  to  a  division  are  authorized, 
upon  request  from  a  district  engineer  officer,  to  give  the  latter  such  assistance  in  the 
removal  of  wrecks  as  may  be  practicable  and  mutually  agreed  upon. 


253 


254 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COAST  GUARD. 


(3)  Division  commanders  and  commanding  officers  are  authorized  to  correspond 
directly  with  the  district  engineer  officers  on  matters  concerning  the  removal  of  wrecks. 

******* 

12.  Nothing  in  this  order  is  to  be  construed  as  affecting  or  changing  in  any  way  what¬ 
ever  the  duties  and  responsibilities  resting  upon  the  commanding  officers  of  all  revenue 
cutters  to  give  assistance  to  vessels  in  distress.  Whenever  a  stranded  vessel  is  floated 
by  a  cutter  such  assistance  does  not  fall  within  the  class  of  operations  comprehended 
by  this  order. 
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REGATTAS  AND  MARINE  PARADES 
PATROLLED:  1916 
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Regattas  and  marine  parades  patrolled  by  the  Coast  Guard. 


Event. 


Celebration  of  Hyak  Ma- 
mooks. 

Hudson  River  Racing  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Pensacola  Yacht  Club  re¬ 
gatta. 

Water  carnival . 

Motor  boat  regatta . 

Canoe  race . 

Boat  races . 

American  W  aterways  Asso¬ 
ciation  pageant. 

Peoples’  regatta . 

Arundel  Rowing  Club . 

Boat  races . 

Astoria  annual  regatta . 

Hudson  River  Yacht  Rac¬ 
ing  Association. 
Chicago-Indiana  Harbor 
Yacht  Club  sailing  races. 
Hydroplane  races  (associ¬ 
ated  yacht  and  power 
boat  clubs  of  America). 
International  sailing  yacht 
race,  Panama-Pacific  In¬ 
ternational  Exposition. 
Maryland  Motor  Boat  Club. 
Marine  pageant,  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Ex¬ 
position. 

Motor  boat  races,  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Ex¬ 
position. 

Mardi  Gras  water  parade . . . 

Boat  races . i . . 

Regatta,  Sacramento  Boat 
Club. 

Regatta . . 

Races,  Motor  Boat  Club  of 
Savannah,  Ga. 

Regatta,  Motor  Boat  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Regatta,  Southern  Rowing 
Association. 

Yacht  race . . 

Intercollegiate  rowing  races 


Yale-Harvard  regatta. 


Motor  boat  races . 

Inter-club  Yacht  races. 

Regatta . 

Do . 

Do . 

Do . 

Do . 


Date. 


1915. 
July  1-2. . 


July  3... 
July  3,  5. 


July  5 . 

July  5-7... 

July  6 . 

July  18-23. 
July  24-25. 


July  31 . 

July  31 . 

Aug.  14, 16-18. 

Sept.  2-4 . . 

Sept.  6 . . 


Sept.  6-7 _ 

Sept.  7-9, 11. 

Sept.  4, 12... 


Sept.  18. 
Oct.  23. . 


Oct.  27-30. 


1916. 
Mar.  6 — 
Apr.  22... 
May  13. . . 


May  30. 
June  3.. 


June  14. 
June  17. 


_ do . 

June  17-19. 


June  23. 

June  24. 
June  26. 

_ do.. 

June  27. 
June  28. 
June  29. 
June  30. 


Place. 


Anacortes,  Wash. 
Hudson  River.... 
Pensacola  Bay . . . 


Perth  Amboy,  N.  J _ 

Hannibal,  Mo . 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich. 
Put-in-Bav,  Lake  Erie. 
Bayonne,  N.  J . 


Lynn,  Mass . 

Baltimore,  Md . 

Manhasset  Bay,  N.  J. 

Astoria  Bay . 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. . 


Chicago,  Ill. 
_ do . 


San  Francisco,  Cal . 


Baltimore,  Md _ 

San  Francisco,  Cal . 


.do. 


Mississippi  River... 
Oakland  Creek,  Cal . 
Sacramento,  Cal.... 


Harlem  River,  N.  Y . 
Thunderbolt,  Ga. . . . 


Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich. . . 
Richmond,  Va . 


Lake  Michigan . 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

New  London,  Conn . 


Lake  Michigan . 

New  London,  Conn . 

Oyster  Bay,  1ST.  Y . 

Indian  Harbor,  Conn . 

Huntington  Bay,  L.  I... 
Black  Rock  Harbor,  Conn 
Stamford,  Conn . 


Cutter  employed. 


Areata. 

Manhattan. 

Penrose. 

Guide,  Manhattan. 
Lch.  Patrol. 
Mackinac. 

Morrill. 

Guide. 

Gresham. 

Apache. 

Manhattan. 

Snohomish. 

Manhattan. 

Lch.  Patrol. 

Tuscarora. 


Golden  Gate. 


Apache. 
Golden  Gate. 


Do. 


Davey. 

Bear,  Golden  Gate. 

Golden  Gate. 

Manhattan,  Guide. 

Tybee. 

Mackinac. 

Apache. 

Tuscarora. 

Manhattan,  Mohawk,  Calumet, 
Guide. 

Gresham,  Acushnet,  Mohawk, 
Academy. 

Tuscarora. 

Gresham,  Acushnet. 

Mohawk. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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CHARACTERISTIC  LETTERS  RECEIVED 
ACKNOWLEDGING  THE  SERVICES 
OF  THE  COAST  GUARD:  1916 
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CHARACTERISTIC  LETTERS  RECEIVED  ACKNOWLEDGING  THE 
SERVICES  OF  THE  COAST  GUARD,  1916. 


Smith  &  Terry  (Inc.), 

116  Broad  Street,  New  York,  July  8,  1915. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  I).  C. 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  this  means  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  very  valuable  services 
rendered  to  me  and  the  schooner  C.  C.  Wehrum  while  in  distress  off  Cape  Henry 
recently,  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  revenue  cutter  Onondaga. 

My  vessel  had  passed  through  an  exceedingly  heavy  gale  of  wind,  during  which  she 
filled  full  of  water,  and  to  prevent  our  stranding  we  anchored  the  vessel  about  15  miles 
south  of  Cape  Henry.  While  in  this  predicament  the  Onondaga  came  along  and  took 
off  my  crew,  and  subsequently  when  the  weather  moderated  she  took  us  back  to  the 
vessel  and  helped  us  heave  our  anchors  and  towed  the  vessel  into  Hampton  Roads. 
Had  the  cutter  not  come  to  us  when  she  did  it  is  probable  that  the  vessel  and  cargo 
would  have  been  a  total  loss,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that  the  lives  of  the  crew  and 
myself  would  have  been  lost. 

If  you  will  kindly  convey  our  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Onondaga  for  their  very  valuable  assistance,  I  will  feel  greatly  obliged. 

Yours,  truly, 


J.  F.  Wilbert,  Master 


To  the  Life-Savers  at  Pentwater  Station, 

Pentwater,  Mich. 


Chicago,  III.,  August  2,  1915. 


My  Dear  Sirs:  I  want  to  express  to  you  the  heartfelt  gratitude  of  all  my  family 
for  your  rescue  work  1  last  evening.  Our  appreciation  is  freighted  with  all  good 
wishes  for  your  dear,  noble  men  in  the  grand  work  you  are  engaged  in.  Your  work  is 
akin  to  that  of  the  Master,  who  came  on  earth  to  save  people.  I  am  using  a  statement 
made  to  me  to-day  by  one  of  your  men:  “If  we  had  failed  to  save  those  people  we 
would  be  humiliated;  we  saved  them,  and  are  glad  just  like  you;  that  is  our  reward.” 

The  sentiment  and  spirit  underlying  the  above  embodies  every  element  of  Chris¬ 
tian  love  and  service.  After  all,  Christianity  is  but  a  service  to  one’s  fellow  man. 
All  honor  and  glory  to  you,  life-savers.  What  a  satisfaction  it  must  be  to  you  all  to 
feel  that  you  have  saved  a  life  and  given  joy  and  happiness  full  and  running  over 
to  a  father  and  mother  and  friends.  God  works  through  human  means  and  human 
channels,  and  now  I  know  that  through  your  rescue  work  there  comes  to  many  a  vision 
of  Him  who  rules  the  waves. 

I  find  on  investigation  that  your  station  deserves  hearty  congratulations  for  the 
remarkably  short  time  it  took  you  to  reach  those  drowning  people.  A  party  who  was 
standing  out  on  the  pier  said  that  you  reached  the  scene  in  three  minutes.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  distance,  something  over  half  a  mile,  I  believe  this  was  wonderful.  Such 
efficiency  should  not  pass  unnoticed.  Assuring  you  of  the  unbounded  gratitude  of 


all  of  us. 

Sincerely,  yours, 


F.  Meriwether. 


Marine  City,  Mich.,  August  4,  1915. 

Keeper  J.  D.  Persons, 

Thunder  Bay  Island  Coast  Guard  Station,  Aljpena,  Mich. 

Dear  Mr.  Persons:  I  wish  to  express  to  you  my  appreciation  of  the  very  efficient 
aid  rendered  by  the  men  of  your  station  in  helping  to  release  the  steamer  James  H. 
Prentice,  ashore  on  Sugar  Island  on  July  27.  The  men  did  excellent  work,  and  we  are 
thankful  for  their  services. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

Sydney  C.  McLouth. 


1  The  three  persons  rescued  on  this  occasion,  two  women  and  a  man,  were  in  a  canoe  that  capsized.  The 
women  were  taken  from  the  water  unconscious  and  the  man  nearly  so.  All  were  given  restorative  treat¬ 
ment. 
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COPY  OF  RESOLUTION  ADOPTED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  MARINE  UNDERWRITERS  OF  SAN 
FRANCISCO  AT  THEIR  REGULAR  MEETING  HELD  ON  AUGUST  10,  1915. 

Whereas  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  steamer  TJnalga  went  to  the  assistance  of  the 
steamer  Georgian ,  stranded  near  Drake’s  Bay  on  August  2, 1915,  notwithstanding  the 
heavy  fog  prevailing  on  the  coast,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  floating  said 
steamer:  It  is 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  board,  whose  members  were  largely  interested  in 
the  insurance  on  the  cargo  of  the  Georgian ,  be  tendered  to  Capt.  H.-  G.  Hamlet,  the 
officers  and  crew,  of  the  Unalga  for  the  promptness  and  skill  displayed  in  rendering 
this  service. 

Edw.  L.  Woods,  Secretary. 


Grand  Trunk  Route, 
Northern  Navigation  Co.  (Ltd.), 

Sarnia,  Ontario ,  August  16,  1915. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  I).  C. 


Sir:  On  Saturday  morning,  July  31,  our  steamship  Noronic  grounded  on  the  head 
of  Belle  Isle  in  the  Detroit  River  while  on  her  way  to  Detroit  to  take  on  board  passen¬ 
gers,  and  was  hard  aground  there  until  Tuesday,  August  3. 

In  the  meantime  Capt.  G.  C.  Carmine,  of  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  cutter 
Morrill,  came  alongside  in  the  interests  of  his  Government,  and  he  performed  his 
duties  in  such  a  gentlemanly  way  and  was  so  courteous  throughout  the  whole  trans¬ 
action  that  I  feel  constrained  to  compliment  the  United  States  Government  on  having 
an  officer  of  his  caliber  in  charge  of  one  of  your  ships. 

While  performing  his  duties  he  advised  us  he  was  there  to  render  whatever  assist¬ 
ance  he  could  as  well.  He  did  render  very  efficient  assistance,  for  which  this  com¬ 
pany  is  very  grateful,  and  I  am  writing  this  letter  in  recognition  of  his  courteous 
treatment  and  assistance. 

Yours,  truly, 


W.  J.  McCormack,  Superintendent. 


Chicago,  III.,  August  17,  1915. 

Keeper,  United  States  Coast  Guard  Station, 

South  Haven,  Mich. 


Dear  Sir:  I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  great  appreciation  of  the  excel¬ 
lent  service  which  you  performed  for  myself,  crew,  and  guests  on-  board  the  yacht 
Allebasi  when  we  were  in  distress  on  the  11th  instant  on  account  of  engine  trouble. 

It  certainly  is  a  great  pleasure  to  realize  that  you  and  your  crew  are  always  on  the 
job  and  ready  to  answer  a  call  as  you  did  then.  1  will  always  feel  secure  when  trav¬ 
eling  through  your  waters.  Thanking  you  for  the  service  rendered,  I  beg  to  remain, 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 


Fritz  Schoultz. 


City  of  Nome,  Alaska,  Office  of  Mayor, 

August  30,  1915. 

Captain  Commandant,  United  States  Coast  Guard, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  convey  to  you  an  expression  of  the  appreciation  of  the  citizens  of 
Nome  and  the  Seward  Peninsula  for  the  many  acts  of  assistance  and  service  rendered 
to  them  by  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  cutter  Bear,  Capt.  C.  S.  Cochran,  command¬ 
ing. 

Especially  are  we  appreciative  of  the  services  rendered  in  facilitating  the  delivery 
of  the  United  States  mail  at  Nome  on  those  occasions  when  the  mail  had  been  dis¬ 
patched  on  freight  boats,  via  St.  Michael.  On  such  occasions,  in  making  the  prompt 
transfer  to  Nome,  the  entire  community  has  been  signally  benefited. 

Respectfully, 


Geo.  A.  Diamond,  Mayor. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COAST  GUARD. 


263 


Rye,  N.  H.,  September  3,  1915. 

To  Keeper  Wells  and  the  Members  of  the  Wallis  Sands  Coast  Guard  Crew: 


I  want  to  thank  you,  and  congratulate  you  on  your  efficiency,  for  saving  my  father’s 
life  yesterday  afternoon.  You  rowed  in  just  six  minutes  from  the  beach  out  through 
a  heavy  surf  to  where  my  father  was  afloat.  Every  minute  your  boat  was  in  danger 
of  being  overturned.  Splendid  courage  and  cool  judgment  were  displayed  by  you 
all,  and  father  has  you  to  thank  for  being  alive  and  well  this  morning. 

The  Coast  Guard  Service  is  lucky  to  have  men  of  your  courage  in  its  employ,  and 
I  hope  your  superiors  will  understand  that  you  saved  a  life  in  a  heroic  manner.  Any 
time  I  can  aid  you  in  any  way  I  will  be  glad  to  do  so. 

Gratefully,  yours, 


Paul  Haynes, 

22  Leonard  Avenue ,  Cambridge,  Mass. 


Montague,  Mich.,  September  19,  1915. 

Superintendent  Twelfth  Coast  Guard  District, 

Grand  Haven,  Mich. 


My  Dear  Sir:  Last  night  I  was  forced  to  call  upon  Keeper  Curran,  of  the  White 
River  Coast  Guard  station,  and  his  life-savers. 

With  the  engine  in  my  motor  boat  Georgia  broken,  I  drifted  helplessly  upon  a  sandy, 
wooded  beach,  and  had  the  prospect  of  spending  the  night  there  had  not  Keeper  Curran 
responded  very  quickly  to  my  call  of  distress.  I  can  not  find  words  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  efforts  made  by  him  and  his  men  to  get  me  out  of  my  predicament. 
It  was  tough  work,  for  there  was  a  high  sea,  and  again  and  again  the  waves  forced 
their  boat  back  on  the  beach. 

I  am  so  thankful  that  White  Lake  is  so  well  protected  by  so  gallant  a  keeper  and 
such  a  fine  crew.  Their  work  is  indeed  commendable. 

Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Geo.  Harrison. 


South  Boston  Yacht  Club, 

South  Boston,  Mass.,  October  7,  1915. 

Capt.  J.  G.  Ballinger, 

United  States  Coast  Guard,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  the  South  Boston  Yacht  Club,  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  October  6,  1915,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  extend  to  you  a  vote  of  thanks 
for  the  good  work  done  by  your  City  Point  station  during  the  last  season,  especially 
on  Sunday,1  September  28,  1915. 

Very  truly,  yours,  William  F.  Cogan,  Secretary. 


New  York,  October  13,  1915. 

United  States  Coast  Guard, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen:  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  the 
crew  of  the  Monomoy  Point  Coast  Guard  station  when  the  schooner  E.  Marie  Brown, 
of  Portland,  Me.,  was  ashore  on  Stone  Horse  Shoal,  Mass.,  September  29.  They 
navigated  the  vessel  through  a  very  narrow  and  dangerous  channel  between  the  rips 
and  brought  her  out  into  deep  water  to  safety,  thereby  saving  approximately  $25,000 
worth  of  property. 

I  also  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  prompt  arrival  on  board  the  above-named 
vessel,  after  distress  signals  were  displayed,  of  the  crew  of  the  Coskata  Coast  Guard 
station.  While  their  services  were  not  needed,  their  prompt  appearance  on  the  scene 
goes  to  prove  that  they  must  have  kept  a  proper  lookout,  as  their  station  was  quite  far 
in  the  distance. 

Respectfully,  yours,  John  Brown,  Master. 


i  On  this  day  the  City  Point  station  rendered  assistance  to  35  vessels. 
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Pittsburg  Steamship  Co., 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  22,  1915. 

Superintendent  United  States  Coast  Guard, 

Harbor  Beach,  Mich. 

Dear  Sir:  On  October  8  we  ran  aground  on  Point  Isabelle,  Bete  Gries  Bay,  Lake 
Superior,  and  as  soon  as  Keeper  Tucker,  of  the  Eagle  Harbor  Coast  Guard  station,  was 
informed  of  the  accident  he  came  to  us  with  his  large  power  boat.  He  advised  me  that 
he  was  there  to  do  anything  I  would  ask  of  him,  and  to  stay  by  us  until  all  danger  was 
past.  \ 

That  night  a  southeast  gale  started  to  pound  the  steamer  very  hard,  and  at  9 
p.  m.  our  hold  was  full  of  water  and  our  engine  and  boiler  rooms  filling  fast.  As  there 
was  great  danger  of  the  steamer  breaking  up  I  decided  to  take  our  crew  and  go  ashore  in 
the  Coast  Guard  lifeboat.  Keeper  Tucker  got  us  all  into  the  boat,  making  32  persons  in 
all,  and  took  us  to  the  Mendota  Lighthouse.  He  brought  us  back  the  morning  of  the 
10th,  and  we  stayed  aboard  all  day,  but  an  ESE.  wind  and  sea  rose,  and  as  we  had  no 
heat,  the  steamer  being  full  of  water,  I  had  him  take  us  ashore  again.  He  brought  us 
back  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  and  as  assistance  had  arrived  by  that  time  he  went 
back  to  his  station. 

I  can  not  thank  the  Coast  Guard  or  Keeper  Tucker  and  his  crew  too  much  for  the 
service  they  rendered  us. 

Very  truly,  H.  J.  Clegg, 

Master  of  Steamer  11  James  B.  Neilson.” 


Gloucerter  Mutual  Fishing  Insurance  Co., 

Gloucester,  Mass.,  November  10,  1915. 

Capt.  Nelson  F.  King, 

Life  Saving  Station,  Gloucester,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  The  directors  of  the  Gloucester  Mutual  Fishing  Insurance  Co.  hereby 
extend  to  you  their  thanks  for  assistance  of  yourself  and  crew  in  floating  schooner  Juno 
from  Half-Way  Rock  on  the  night  of  November  1,  and  assure  you  of  their  appreciation 
for  services  rendered  on  this  and  other  occasions. 

Per  order.  » 

Francis  Bennett,  Secretary. 


The  Board  of  Home  Missions, 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York,  November  17,1915. 

Capt.  Ellsworth  P.  Bertholf, 

Cammandant,  Coast  Guard,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Permit  me  to  express  to  you,  and  through  you  to  Capt.  Cochran 
and  the  officers  of  the  United  States  steamship  Bear  the  very  cordial  appreciation  of 
this  board  of  the  courtesies  extended  to  our  Dr.  T.  H.  Spence  and  wife  on  their  journey 
last  summer  to  Point  Barrow,  to  which  point  they  had  just  been  appointed  as  mission¬ 
aries  under  this  board.  Dr.  Spence  writes  in  very  warm  terms  of  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  extended  by  Capt.  Cochran  and  his  officers,  and  we  wish  to  second  these 
expressions  of  appreciation. 

Very  cordially,  yours, 

H.  C.  Olin,  Treasurer. 


Oakland,  Cal.,  November  19,  1915. 

Keeper  John  S.  Clark, 

Fort  Point  Coast  Guard  Station,  Presidio,  Cal. 

Dear  Sir:  Permit  me  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  effective  work  done  by 
the  men  from  your  station  under  the  command  of  Walter  M.  Robbins,  who  extin¬ 
guished  the  fire  on  my  motor  boat  Pilgrim  last  Sunday,  and  towed  the  hull  to  the 
exposition  wharf.  The  fire  had  made  tremendous  headway  before  your  men  had 
time  to  get  there,  and  I  was  surprised  and  gratified  to  find  that  they  saved  as  much 
of  the  boat  as  they  did.  While  the  entire  interior  was  destroyed,  the  hull  itself  is 
practically  uninjured.  The  men  were  also  very  thoughtful  in  removing  the  search¬ 
light  and  electric  horn  to  prevent  their  being  damaged. 
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I  especially  commend  their  courage  in  venturing  on  the  boat,  which  others  feared 
to  approach  because  of  the  supposed  danger  from  explosion  of  the  gasoline  tanks. 
Although  subjected  to  intense  heat,  the  tanks  did  not  explode,  because  they  were 
well  ventilated,  but  of  this  your  men  were  of  course  unaware. 

I  will  appreciate  it  if  you  will  convey  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Robbins  and  his  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  A.  Hyde. 


Yacht  “Wisdom,”  of  New  York, 

Eatteras  Inlet,  November  22,  1915. 

Keeper  Hatteras  Inlet  Coast  Guard  Station. 


Dear  Captain:  I  wish  to  thank  you  and  your  boys  for  your  good  work  and  help  in 
getting  me  off  the  shoal  in  the  inlet. 

Mv  anchor  would  not  hold,  and  even  after  dropping  the  second  one  she  kept  going 
until  she  brought  up  on  the  lee  shoal.  You  and  your  crew  have  been  very  kind  and 
ready  to  render  assistance,  which  we  sorely  needed. 

Let  me  again  thank  you  for  pulling  us  off. 

Yours,  sincerely, 


Dr.  Edward  A.  Salisbury. 


November  24,  1915. 

Superintendent  Thirteenth  Coast  Guard  District, 

San  Francisco ,  Cal. 

Sir:  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  and  efficient  service  rendered  me  by 
Keeper  Gronbech  and  crew  of  the  Southside  station.  Their  prompt  response  to  my 
signal  was  the  means  of  saving  my  boat  and  gear  without  any  loss. 

I  certainly  appreciate  their  good  work,  and  wish  the  department  to  know  it. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Michael  Geraldi. 


Exmore,  Va.,  December  2,  1915. 


Capt.  John  Richardson, 

Broadwater,  Va. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  prompt  assistance  that  you  rendered  my 
fishing  crew  on  the  24th  of  last  month.  I  hope  that  the  late  date  of  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  does  not  detract,  in  your  judgment,  from  its  sincerity,  as  I  have  been  behind  in 
my  correspondence,  owing  to  the  press  of  work. 

Again  thanking  you,  and  with  kind  personal  regards,  I  am, 

Very  truly,  yours, 

Walker  Fish  Co.  (Inc.). 

W.  H.  Walker,  Secretary. 


310  Sansome  Street, 

San  Francisco ,  Cal.,  December  8,  1915. 

Senior  Capt.  W.  E.  Reynolds, 

United  States  Coast  Guard,  Customhouse,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Dear  Sir:  On  behalf  of  the  yachtsmen  of  San  Francisco  Bay,  and  more  especially 
of  the  regatta  committee  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition,  I  desire  to 
convey  to  you  our  very  sincere  appreciation  of  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  us 
by  your  service  during  the  yachting  period.  Your  assistance  was  most  valuable,  and 
it  is  sincerely  appreciated  by  all. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

John  Barneson, 

Chairman  Yachting  Regatta  Committee, 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  27,  1915. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  wish  you  would  accept  this  belated  acknowledgment  of  the  services  extended 
by  the  Coast  Guard  cutter  Morrill  on  November  14,  1915,  in  releasing  the  tug  Henry 
E.  Gillen  from  the  beach  at  Erie,  Pa.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  arrival  of  the 
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Morrill  the  Gillen  would  in  all  probability  have  been  a  total  loss,  as  on  the  following 
day  a  heavy  northwest  wind  sprang  up. 

I  can  not  praise  the  work  of  Capt.  Carmine,  the  commander  of  the  Morrill ,  too 
highly. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Nyanza  Transit  Co., 

J.  A.  Boland,  Traffic  Manager. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  27 ,  1915. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  wish  to  compliment  the  Coast  Guard  Service  upon  having  such  men  as 
Keeper  Seymour,  commander  of  the  Coast  Guards  at  Erie,  Pa. 

The  steamer  P.  D.  Armour  and  the  tug  Henry  E.  Gillen  were  wrecked  on  the  beach 
at  Erie,  November  13,  and  Keeper  Seymour  and  his  men  rendered  valuable  service 
in  taking  off  the  crews  of  both  boats  and,  subsequently,  in  assisting  in  the  release  of 
the  Gillen ,  on  November  14. 

Thanking  the  Government,  and  the  Coast  Guards  at  Erie  in  particular,  we  are, 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Nyanza  Transit  Co., 

J.  A.  Boland,  Traffic  Manager. 


New  York,  December  28,  1915. 

Capt.  Francis  A.  Levis, 

Commanding  Coast  Guard  cutter  “Seneca,”  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir:  We  beg  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  assistance  rendered  to  us  by 
the  cutter  under  your  command  in  connection  with  our  salvage  operations  on  the 
Portuguese  bark  Pero  D'Alemquer,  stranded  at  Mantoloking,  New  Jersey  coast,  on 
December  18,  1915. 

Please  accept  our  compliments  of  the  season. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Merritt  &  Chapman  Derrick  &  Wrecking  Co., 
By  I.  J.  Merritt,  President. 


Washington,  N.  C.,  January  7,  1916. 

Captain  Commandant,  Coast  Guard. 

Dear  Sir:  Please  allow  me  to  express  to  you  the  highest  possible  appreciation  of 
assistance  rendered  by  the  captain  of  the  Coast  Guard  steamer  Pamlico  in  saving  my 
boat,  the  sloop  Spindrift,  which  was  disabled  and  sunk  in  Pamlico  Sound.  I  can  not 
say  too  much  for  his  kindness.  I  want  to  thank  you  and  both  him  and  his  crew. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Otto  Pettesen,  Master. 


San  Francisco,  Cal.,  January  10,  1916. 
The  Captain  Commandant,  United  States  Coast  Guard, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  On  December  27  last  the  sailing  schooner  Sausalito  was  driven  ashore 
at  Waaddah  Island,  Neah  Bay,  State  of  Washington,  during  a  very  heavy  gale. 

As  the  master  of  said  vessel  I  desire  to  convey  to  the  Coast  Guard,  and  particularly 
to  Keeper  G.  W.  McAfee  and  crew  of  the  Baaddah  Point  station,  my  gratitude  for  their 
prompt  and  efficient  service,  rendered  at  above  date  and  place,  whereby  the  entire 
crew  of  my  vessel  was  rescued ;  also  for  the  uniform  kindness  shown  us  by  the  entire 
force  after  we  were  safely  landed  on  the  beach.  I  beg  to  remain, 

Sincerely,  yours, 


Niels  P.  Petersen,  Master. 
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Department  of  Commerce, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

January  20,  1916. 


Sir:  This  department  desires  to  express  its  appreciation  for  the  cooperation  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Truedell,  keeper  of  the  Grand  Marais  Coast  Guard  station,  Michigan,  in 
exhibiting  the  Grand  Marais  Harbor  of  Refuge  light  on  the  night  of  December  16, 
1915,  for  the  purpose  of  guiding  a  fishing  vessel  into  anchorage. 

Respectfully, 

A.  L.  Thurman,  Acting  Secretary. 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Philadelphia,  February  14,  1916. 


Capt.  Ellsworth  P.  Bertholf, 

Captain  Commandant ,  United  States  Coast  Guard. 


Dear  Sir:  On  behalf  of  the  underwriters  on  hull  and  cargo  of  the  steamship  Algiers , 
which  stranded  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana,  December  28,  1915, 
we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  very  effective  and  intelligent  assistance 
rendered  by  the  revenue  cutter  Tallapoosa ,  and  the  uniform  courtesy  of  her  officers 
and  crew  as  extended  to  our  representative,  Mr.  Edwin  R.  Booth,  whom  we  sent  to 
the  wreck  in  the  interest  of  the  underwriters.  The  service  rendered  by  the  Talla¬ 
poosa  was  invaluable,  as  without  her  assistance  it  is  doubtful  if  the  steamship  could 
have  been  saved.  We  beg  to  remain, 

Yours,  faithfully, 


Mather  &  Co., 

J.  A.  O’Brien,  Manager. 


Captain  Commandant,  Coast  Guard, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


Accomac,  Va.,  February  17,  1916. 


Dear  Sir:  We  want  to  take  this  means  of  expressing  to  you  our  appreciation  of 
the  Coast  Guard  Service,  and  more  particularly  the  Metomkin  Inlet  station.  We  can 
not  too  strongly  praise  and  commend  the  vigilance  of  the  keeper  and  crew  of  this 
station,  for  undoubtedly  we  owe  our  lives  to  their  prompt  action  in  rescuing  us  in  the 
breeches  buoy  from  the  schooner  Abbie  II.  Gheen  on  the  14th  of  February  in  a  snow¬ 
storm  and  gale.  We  also  commend  Keeper  Taylor  and  his  crew  for  their  kind  treat¬ 
ment  while  we  were  at  his  station. 

Respectfully, 

A.  R.  Darby,  Master. 

Hugo  Olson,  Mate. 

Martin  Kilgallon,  Seaman. 

Pat.  Terny,  Seaman. 

Alfred  Carlson,  Seaman. 

William  Fletcher,  Cook. 


Sloan,  Danenhower  &  Co.,  Submarine  Engineers, 

233  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  February  26,  1916. 

Capt.  Fisher, 

U.  S.  Cutter  “ Androscoggin ,”  Halifax ,  N.  S. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  just  received  word  from  our  Capt.  Crowell,  of  the  steamship 
Ramos,  about  the  excellent  manner  in  which  you  rescued  the  barge  that  he  lost  a 
few  days  ago.  Capt.  Crowell  writes  that  you  were  on  the  job,  picked  up  the  barge, 
and  was  in  Halifax  almost  as  soon  as  he  was.  We  congratulate  you  for  your  quick 
and  active  service,  and  assure  you  it  was  greatly  appreciated. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

Sloan,  Danenhower  &  Co., 
Richard  A.  Wright, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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156  Milk  Street, 

Boston ,  Mass.,  MarchS,  1916. 

To  the  Commander, 

Revenue  Cutter  “Gresham.” 

Dear  Sir:  Permit  me  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to  your  crew  and  yourself 
for  your  quickness  in  finding  and  returning  the  hull  of  the  American  schooner  Anne 
Lord.  It  is  these  manifestations  of  capability  which  makes  the  captains  of  American 
vessels  proud  to  fly  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  Regretting  that  I  am  unable  to  give  you  a 
more  substantial  token  of  my  indebtedness  to  you  than  this  letter,  I  am, 

Gratefully,  yours, 

Carl  B.  Merriam. 


The  Galveston  Forwarding  Co., 

Galveston,  Tex.,  March  8,  1916. 

United  States  Coast  Guard, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen  :  I  wish  to  state  my  appreciation  of  the  service  rendered  by  the  United 
States  Coast  Guard  cutter  Comanche,  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew,  to  the  steam¬ 
ship  Honduras,  in  assisting  me  to  a  safe  anchorage  in  Galveston  Roads,  the  Honduras 
having  lost  her  rudder  and  stern  frame  about  100  miles  off  the  bar,  and  having  arrived 
under  jury  rig. 

The  maneuvers  were  carried  through  in  a  most  seamanlike  and  efficient  manner. 

I  also  appreciate  highly  the  consideration  and  courtesy  shown  myself  and  officers 
during  the  maneuvers.  * 

Respectfully, 

F.  T.  Burkhart,  Master. 


Port  Richmond,  Philadelphia, 

March  20,  1916. 

Captain  Commandant, 

United  States  Coast  Guard,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Honorable  Sir:  On  behalf  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Transportation  Line, 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Co.,  and  owners  of  the 
two  seagoing  barges  Kohinoor  and  Ashland,  that  were  driven  ashore  and  totally  lost  off 
North  Scituate,  Mass.,  on  the  afternoon  of  March  3,  1916,  during  the  prevalence  of  a  ' 
65-mile  northeast  gale  and  snowstorm,  the  crew  of  the  Kohinoor  being  lost  with  their 
vessel,  and  the  crew  of  the  Ashland  being  all  saved  by  the  courageous  and  untiring 
efforts  of  the  crew  of  the  North  Scituate  Coast  Guard  station — these  presents  are  to 
convey  the  heartfelt  thanks  and  high  appreciation  of  this  company  to  each  man  of  the 
lifeboat  crew  that  rescued,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  the  entire  crew  of  the  barge 
Ashland.  The  dauntless  action  of  the  life-savers  in  this  instance  calls  forth  the  highest 
admiration. 

Very  respectfully, 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  Transportation  Line, 

By  O.  H.  Hagerman, 

Shipping  and  Freight  Agent. 


United  States  Navy  Yard, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H., March  27,  1916. 

From:  Commandant. 

To:  Commandant,  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Mass. 

Subject:  Trip  of  Penacook  to  Boston. 

1.  The  commandant  desires  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  assistance  rendered 
from  the  yard  under  your  command  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  trip  of  the  Penacook 
with  caisson  in  tow,  to  the  Boston  Navy  Yard ;  and,  through  you,  to  the  superintendent 
and  crew  of  the  life-saving  station  at  Gloucester,  Mass.,  for  their  services  in  piloting 
the  Penacook  into  Gloucester  Harbor,  and  their  courtesy  during  the  stay  of  the  Pena¬ 
cook  at  Gloucester. 


W.  L.  Howard. 
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Navy  Department, 
Washington,  April  1,  1916. 

Sir:  I  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  herewith  a  letter  from  Capt.  W.  R.  Rush,  United 
States  Navy,  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  Boston,  setting  forth  the  very  creditable 
work  done  by  Keeper  King  and  his  crew,  of  the  Gloucester  (Mass.)  Coast  Guard  station, 
on  March  22,  when  the  tug  Penacook  with  a  caisson  in  tow  was  forced  to  take  shelter 
on  account  of  stress  of  weather. 

The  sendees  rendered  by  Mr.  King  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  inclosure,  but  I  desire 
to  add  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  rendered,  and  to  congratulate  the  Coast 
Guard  under  you  for  once  again  having  had  the  opportunity  to  show  the  excellent 
discipline  and  character  of  its  men. 

Sincerely,  yours, 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Josephus  Daniels, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Yard,  Commandant’s  Office, 

Boston,  March  26,  1916. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Subject:  Assistance  rendered  naval  service  by  Coast  Guard  station,  Gloucester,  Mass. 

1.  On  March  22  the  tug  Penacook,  with  tow  of  caisson  of  dry  dock  from  Portsmouth 
Yard,  en  route  from  Portsmouth  to  Boston,  encountered  heavy  weather  and  was  forced 
to  put  in  to  the  harbor  of  Gloucester,  Mass.,  for  shelter. 

2.  The  entrance  to  Gloucester  was  made  dining  a  driving  snowstorm,  and  on 
approaching  Gloucester  the  master  of  the  tug  signaled  for  a  pilot,  in  view  of  the 
unwieldiness  of  his  tow  and  the  unfavorable  weather  conditions.  Keeper  in  Charge 
King,  of  the  Coast  Guard  station,  Gloucester,  on  noticing  the  difficulties  encoimtered 
in  shortening  towline,  put  out  with  his  crew  and  boarded  the  Penacook  and  assisted 
the  ship’s  force  in  every  way  possible.  Upon  getting  underway  the  towing  line 
parted,  leaving  the  caisson  adrift.  The  Coast  Guard  crew,  in  their  boat,  picked  up 
the  towline  and  returned  it  to  the  tug  and  assisted  once  more  in  seeming  her.  Keeper 
King  then  piloted  the  tug  and  tow  into  Gloucester  Harbor  and  advised  the  tug  master 
as  to  the  proper  anchorage  for  the  caisson,  assisting  the  tug’s  crew  in  mooring  her  bow 
and  stern. 

3.  During  the  night  conditions  grew  worse,  and  Keeper  King,  in  view  of  his  wide 
experience  with  conditions  in  the  harbor  and  fearing  for  the  safety  of  the  caisson, 
came  down  to  the  tug  and  advised  that  the  caisson  be  removed  from  its  moorings 
and  brought  alongside  a  dock,  assisting  the  tug’s  force  until  about  midnight  to  accom¬ 
plish  this  maneuver. 

4.  It  is  suggested  that  a  letter  of  commendation  be  forwarded  to  Keeper  King, 
complimenting  him  upon  his  initiative  and  uniform  courtesy  in  rendering  assistance 
which  may  possibly  have  avoided  material  damage  to  Government,  property. 

W.  R.  Rush. 


Department  of  Commerce, 

Lighthouse  Service, 

Office  of  Inspector,  Seventeenth  District, 

Portland,  Oreg.,  March  28,  1916. 
Keeper,  Cape  Disappointment  Coast  Guard  Station, 

Fort  Canhy,  Wash. 

Sir:  I  wish  to  express  the  appreciation  of  this  service  of  the  valuable  assistance 
rendered  by  you  and  your  crew  in  saving  the  lives  of  members  of  the  crew  of  the 
Manzanita’s  working  boat  capsized  at  Peacock  Spit  on  March  22.  Also  for  your 
further  assistance  in  recovering  South  Jetty  gas  and  whistling  buoy  2S. 

Respectfully, 

Robert  W arrack, 
Lighthouse  Inspector. 
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Wilmington,  N.  0.,  April  11 ,  1916. 

Capt.  P.  H.  Uberroth, 

United  States  Revenue  Cutter  “Seminole,”  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  On  behalf  of  myself,  my  crew,  and  the  owners  of  my  vessel,  I  wish  to 
acknowledge  the  great  service  rendered  by  you  in  bringing  my  vessel  safely  into  port. 
At  the  time  you  picked  us  up  the  vessel  had  lost  her  port  anchor  and  chain,  mainsail, 
foresail,  and  flying  jib. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  S.  Dodge, 

Master  Schooner  “John  R.  Penrose” 


Norfolk,  Va.,  April  13,  1916. 

Capt.  Benj.  Chiswell, 

Cutter  “Onandaga,”  Norfolk,  Va. 

Dear  Sir:  In  saving  the  schooner  Charles  A.  Campbell  from  a  watery  grave  you  per¬ 
formed  a  work  of  excellent  seamanship.  The  work  was  performed  under  most  trying 
circumstances  and  with  perfect  judgment. 

I  have  nothing  but  words  of  praise  for  you,  your  officers,  and  members  of  the  crew 
of  the  Onandaga ,  and  only  wish  I  could  repay  you  for  your  kindness. 

We  will  always  think  of  you  and  the  wonderful  service  you  have  rendered  us. 
Believe  me  when  I  say  I  am  heartily  indebted  to  you  and  the  cutter  Onondaga. 

If  we  can  at  any  time  be  of  any  service  to  you,  do  not  hesitate  to  call  on  us,  as  we 
will  be  ready  at  any  time  to  do  anything  in  our  power  for  you. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

Ernest  J.  Pearce, 

Master  Schooner  “C.  A.  Campbell.” 


Machias  Lumber  Co., 
Machias,  Me.,  April  15,  1916. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Peters, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Congressman:  I  would  like  to  have  you  send  this  letter  to  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment,  certifying  to  the  efficient  manner  in  which  Lieut.  Randolph  Ridgely,  jr.,  and 
the  crew  of  the  Ossipee  pulled  our  schooner  Josie  out  of  the  breakers  at  Sea  Wall,  South¬ 
west  Harbor,  Me.,  on  Wednesday,  April  12,  1916. 

The  schooner  went  ashore  Sunday  morning,  the  9th,  in  one  of  the  most  severe  snow¬ 
storms  and  gales  of  the  year.  The  writer  telephoned  to  Portland  and  as  soon  as  tele¬ 
phone  communication  could  be  made  with  Lieut.  Ridgely  and  he  was  notified  of  the 
disaster  he  put  to  sea  and  spent  three  days  before  we  were  able  to  lighter  the  vessel 
and  pull  her  from  among  the  ledges. 

This  cutter  is  of  invaluable  service  to  the  marine  interests  along  the  coast  of  Maine, 
and  of  course  this  incident  is  only  one  of  many  that  the  commander  and  his  crew  have 
to  their  credit. 

Yours,  truly, 

Alfred  K.  Ames. 


Machias  Lumber  Co., 
Machias,  Me.,  April  15,  1916. 

Lieut.  Randolph  Ridgely,  Jr., 

Commanding  Coast  Guard  Cutter  “Ossipee,”  Portland,  Me. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  efficient  service  rendered  by  your  ship  and 
crew  in  hauling  the  schooner  Josie  out  of  the  breakers  at  Sea  Wall,  Southwest  Harbor, 
Wednesday,  April  12,  1916. 

I  am  going  to  take  this  opportunity  to  write  to  our  Congressman,  John  A.  Peters,  to 
indorse  my  letter  to  the  War  Department,  and  I  am  inclosing  you  a  copy. 

The  next  time  I  meet  you  I  hope  it  won’t  be  under  such  unpleasant  conditions,  and 
sometime  when  you  are  in  the  Machias  Bay,  hope  you  may  be  able  to  come  ashore  to 
see  me. 

Yours,  very  truly, 


Alfred  K.  Ames. 
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City  of  Wilmington,  N.  C., 
Departments  of  Accounts  and  Finance, 

April  26,  1916. 

Capt.  P.  H.  Uberroth, 

U.  S.  Coast  Guard  steamer  “Seminole,”  City. 

Dear  Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  the  council,  held  this  day,  the  following  resolution  was 
offered  by  the  councilman  in  charge  of  the  fire  department  and  unanimously  adopted 
the  council  appreciating  very  highly  the  efficient  help  rendered  by  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  your  ship. 

“ Resolved  by  the  city  council,  That  the  prompt  and  efficient  help  of  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  Coast  Guard  steamer  Seminole ,  at  the  fire  at  Chadboum’s  mill  on  the 
23d  instant,  is  fully  recognized,  and  the  council  desires  to  express  to  the  officers  of 
the  steamer  its  appreciation  of  their  work  in  preventing  what  threatened  to  be  a  very 
serious  conflagration.  Their  services  in  this  particular  instance  are  among  many 
labors  constantly  performed  in  this  service  for  the  preservation  of  property.” 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Thos.  D.  Meares,  City  Clerk. 


Page  &  Taylor,  Real  Estate  Brokers, 
303-304  Monticello  Arcade,  Norfolk,  Va.,  May  8,  1916. 

Capt.  Edgar  Chadwick, 

Superintendent  United  States  Coast  Guard,  Seventh  District, 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 

Sir:  I  can  not  refrain  from  adding  a  word  to  the  description  of  an  occurrence  of 
which  you  will  no  doubt  receive  an  official  report  that  happened  here  last  night. 

Surfman  No.  4,  seventh  district,  United  States  Coast  Guard,  T.  W.  Simmons, 
while  on  his  patrol  from  9  to  12  last  night,  saw  in  the  southeast  comer  of  a  house  a  fire. 
He  knew  the  occupants  of  the  house  to  consist  of  a  man,  his  wife,  and  a  number  of 
small  children,  most  of  them  too  young  to  help  themselves,  much  less  assist  in  putting 
out  a  fire.  The  house  itself,  a  frame  building  of  the  most  flimsy  construction,  was  a 
veritable  fire  trap.  Failing  to  awaken  the  occupants  by  shouting  and  banging  on 
the  doors  and  windows,  Simmons  burst  open  a  door  and  rushed  upstairs  to  one  of  the 
bed  rooms,  where  he  was  immediately  grappled  by  the  owner,  who  mistook  him  for 
a  burglar.  The  owner  is  a  foreigner,  and,  besides  speaking  little  English,  was  so 
dazed  that  Simmons  had  great  difficulty  in  making  him  understand.  He  finally  got 
the  man  out,  and  at  the  most  imminent  risk  of  his  life,  for  the  building  was  a  sheet  of 
flame  by  this  time,  he  made  five  subsequent  trips  into  the  house — twice  upstairs — 
each  time  bringing  out  a  child. 

A  man  knowing  nothing  about  fire  fighting  except  to  realize  his  extreme  danger; 
knowing  nothing  of  the  methods  employed  by  firemen  to  protect  themselves,  unhesi¬ 
tatingly  rushes  six  times  into  a  flaming  fire  trap  to  save  human  life — a  more  utter 
disregard  of  self,  a  more  absolute  giving  of  one’s  entire  resources,  both  mental  and 
physical,  for  the  sake  of  others;  in  fact,  a  more  unselfish  or  braver  act  it  would  be 
hard  to  imagine. 

Doubtless,  sir,  this  man  has  only  done  his  duty,  but  he  has  done  it  so  fully,  and 
it  was  such  a  terrific  task  he  had  set  for  him  to  perform — in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
no  one  present  at  first,  to  know  whether  he  did  his  part  or  not;  no  one  to  criticize 
him  if  he  failed  to  go. 

I  do  not  know  if  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  recognize  meritorious  acts 
of  this  character  or  not,  but  if  it  has  such  a  policy  here  is  the  man  and  now  is  the 
time  to  exercise  it.  I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be, 

Very  sincerely,  yours, 

.  Richard  B.  Taylor. 

P.  S. — I  inclose  clipping  from  to-day’s  Virginian-Pilot. 


Sheriff’s  Office,  San  Juan  County,  Wash., 

Friday  Harbor ,  June  2,  1916. 

Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  Coast  Guard  cutter  “Guard”  Friday  Harbor,  Wash. 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  this  means  of  expressing  the  thanks  and  appreciation  of  San 
Juan  County  for  the  very  efficient  and  helpful  services  rendered  on  the  26th  ultimo, 
in  the  apprehending  and  bringing  to  trial  of  Curtis  A.  Bailey,  captain  of  the  launch 
Thelma  0.,  charged  with  the  unlawful  possession  of  intoxicating  liquor,  upon  in¬ 
formation  furnished  by  this  office  on  the  25th. 
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It  is,  indeed,  a  pleasure  to  know  that  we  are  able  to  Vvork  together  in  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  law,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  as  representative  of  the  county  in  the 
capacity  of  sheriff,  I  am  deeply  grateful.  If  at  any  time  this  office  can  be  of  service 
to  you,  do  not  hesitate  to  call  upon  us.  With  kindest  personal  regards,  and  again 
thanking  you  for  your  active  attention  to  the  above  matter,  I  beg  to  remain, 
Respectfully, 

Geo.  B.  Mead. 


Baltimore,  June  17,  1916. 

To  the  Captain  Commandant, 

United  States  Coast  Guard ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  express  my  best  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  brave  conduct  and 
efficient  service  which  Lieutenant  of  Engineers  W.  E.  Maccoun,  commanding  United 
States  Coast  Guard  cutter  Wissahickon,  and  her  crew,  rendered  to  the  British  steam¬ 
ship  Welbeck  Hall  in  fighting  the  fire,  etc.,  on  board,  and  materially  assisting  to  put 
it  out,  through  the  great  fire  of  the  No.  3  Canton  elevator  on  the  13th  instant. 

The  writer  arrived  on  the  scene  before  the  Welbeck  Hall  was  gotten  away  from  the 
elevator,  and  witnessed  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  cutter  slrillfully  and  bravely 
worked  into  a  position,  and  put  into  contact  by  Lieutenant  of  Engineers  Maccoun 
at  a  time  of  great  danger  from  the  falling  debris  of  the  elevator,  as  well  as  our  own 
fire,  and  playing  the  hose  over  the  fire  until  it  was  subdued,  materially  assisting  in 
the  preservation  of  my  steamer.  I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Dyason, 

Master  Steamship  11  Welbeck  Halid1 


Louisville,  Ky.,  July  1,  1916. 

Keeper  John  Glllooly. 

Dear  Sir:  Must  express  our  utmost  thanks  and  regrets  concerning  the  events  of 
the  last  few  days. 

We  have  been  shown  every  possible  kindness,  but  can  hardly  express  our  regrets 
for  the  death  of  Mr.  Munz,  who  certainly  deserves  the  greatest  credit.  He  played 
the  part  of  a  hero  in  sacrificing  his  life  for  strangers. 

We  must  express  our  greatest  thanks  to  the  captain  and  crew  for  what  they  have 
done  in  saving  us,  and  for  their  kindness  to  us  during  our  stay  in  Louisville.  With 
sincere  thanks  and  regrets, 

Clifford  Ransom. 
Harold  Matthews. 
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AWARDS  OF  LIFE-SAVING  MEDALS. 


During  the  fiscal  year  1916  a  total  of  24  medals  was  awarded  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  authority  of  acts  of  Congress 
approved  June  20,  1874,  June  18,  1878,  May  4,  1882,  and  January  28, 
1915,  in  recognition  of  bravery  displayed  upon  19  occasions  in  saving 
or  attempting  to  save  persons  from  drowning.  All  of  the  awards  were 
of  silver.  Four  of  those  receiving  such  recognition  were  attached  to 
the  United  States  Army,  2  to  the  United  States  Navy,  and  1  to  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps,  1  was  an  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Public 
Health  Service,  4  were  police  officers,  and  12  were  civilians.  Seven¬ 
teen  of  the  nineteen  instances  of  rescue  or  attempted  rescue  occurred 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  one  in  the  waters  of  Porto 
Rico,  and  one  in  Hawaiian  waters.  The  number  of  persons  actually 
rescued  was  23,  of  whom  15  were  men,  7  women,  and  1  a  small  child. 
In  one  instance  only  did  the  person  bent  upon  rescue  fail  entirely  to 
accomplish  his  purpose.  A  tabulated  statement  of  the  awards  fol¬ 
lows.  The  statement  includes  a  brief  description  of  the  services 
performed  in  each  instance. 

Awards  of  medals. 


Medallist. 


Walter  Kaniecki 


Harrison  M.  Jones 


Oliver  Lewis 


Edward  G.  Flynn 


John  F.  Tracy 


Residence,  etc. 


Service  rendered. 


Corporal,  One  hundred 
and  fortieth  Com¬ 
pany,  United  States 
Coast  Artillery. 


Sept.  8,  1914,  assisted  in  rescuing  a  fellow 
soldier  named  Albert  P.  Connelly,  who  had 
falleninto  the  water  at  Fort  Howard,  Md., 
while  embarking  on  the  transport  Kilpat¬ 
rick.  Kaniecki  and  Private  Harrison  M. 


Private,  Quarter¬ 
masters  Corps, 
United  States  Army. 

Sergeant,  Seventy- 
third  Company,  Uni¬ 
ted  States  Coast  Ar¬ 
tillery. 


Private,  Company  M, 
Seventeenth  Infantry, 
United  States  Army. 


No.  333  Second  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 


Jones  promptly  leaped  into  the  water  and 
supported  Connelly  until  a  rope  could  be 
lowered  to  them. 

..do . 


July  27,  1915,  rescued  a  bather  named  Miss 
Harrell  from  drowning  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
Va.  Miss  Harrell  was  in  deep  water  150 
yards  from  the  shore  and  in  the  toils  of  a 
strong  current  when  Lewis  reached  her. 
He  got  her  ashore  with  great  difficulty. 

May  29,  1915,  attempted  to  rescue  a  fellow 
soldier  named  Robert  G.  Robinson  from 
the  Rio  Grande  River  near  Camp  Eagle 
Pass,  Tex.  Robinson  went  into  the  river 
to  enjoy  a  swim.  Flynn,  on  the  shore, 
observed  that  he  was  in  difficulty  ana 
swam  out  to  his  assistance.  When  part 
way  back  to  land  with  the  helpless  man 
he  'himself  was  overcome  by  exhaustion 
and  had  to  let  go  of  Robinson,  who  sank 
at  once.  Flynn  was  barely  able  to  make 
the  shore  alone. 

Aug.  7,  1915,  saved  Anna  Hagan  and  Alma 
Brennan  from  drowning  at  Belle  Harbor, 
Rockaway  Beach,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 
Misses  Hagan  and  Brennan,  both  bathers, 
were  carried  beyond  their  depth  by  the 
undertow.  Tracy  swam  out  and  brought 
them  ashore,  one  at  a  time. 


Date  of 
award. 


1915. 
July  16 


Do. 

Oct.  4 


Do. 


Nov.  18 
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Awards  of  medals — Continued. 


Medallist. 


* 

Residence. 

Service  rendered. 

Thomas  E.  Oarmody _ 


Patrick  J.  Nestor. 


Edward  S.  Waters. 


Henry  Buckley . 

Solomon  Kaminsky. 

Furman  King . 

George  Dana . 

Robert  M.  Cathcart. 


Carl  Michel. 


E.  Breuer 


Frank  W.  Crilley. 


Luke  H.  Grace . 


Patrolman,  police  de¬ 
partment,  New  York 
City. 


Private,  United  States 
Marine  Corps. 


Savannah,  Ga. 


...  .do . 

. do . 

. do . 

. do . 

Ballston,  Va. 


Assistant  surgeon, 
United  States  Public 
Health  Service. 


Charleston,  S.  C. 


Alexander  C.  Anderson. 


Walter  Niblo  Longman . 


Chief  gunner’s  mate, 
United  States  Navy. 


Patrolman,  police  de- 

gartment,  New  York 
ity. 


Sergeant, 
ment,  "New 
City. 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


art- 

ork 


July  24,  1915,  rescued  a  5-year-old  hoy  who 
had  fallen  into  the  East  River.  Carmody 
swam  out  25  or  30  feet,  got  hold  of  the  child 
as  he  was  sinking,  and  brought  him  back  to 
the  dock. 

Sept.  8,  1915,  rescued  Albert  Boettcher,  a 
comrade,  from  drowning  in  Puget  Sound, 
W ash.  Boettcher  fell  into  the  water  from 
a  sea  wall.  Nestor  jumped  in  and  sup¬ 
ported  him  until  both  were  hauled  out  by 
means  of  a  line.  The  rescue  was  per¬ 
formed  in  the  night  time. 

June  20,  1915,  participated  in  the  rescue  of 
A.  C.  Beach  and  F.  Edgar  Davis,  who, 
while  making  an  aeroplane  flight,  fell  into 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  near  Tybee  Island,  Ga. 
Waters  and  four  other  men  went  to  their 
assistance  in  two  canoes.  The  rescue  was 
performed  in  a  high  sea  and  a  violent  wind 
and  rain  storm. 

_ do . 

- do . 

_ do . 

_ do . 

Aug.  5,  1915,  rescued  from  drowning,  at 
Colonial  Beach,  Va.,  a  young  woman 
bather  named  Dorothy  Abramson.  When 
Cathcart  took  hold  of  Miss  Abramson  she 
seized  him  in  a  frenzied  death  grip. 
Freeing  himself  with  great  difficulty,  he 
supported  her  until  a  canoeist  took  her 
from  him. 

Nov.  27,  1915,  at  El  Condado  Beach,  San 
Juan,  P.  R.,  swam  through  a  heavy  surf 
breaking  over  a  coral  reef  to  the  rescue  of  a 
swimmer  named  L.  R.  Howe.  He  was 
unable  to  reach  and  save  Howe,  but  as¬ 
sisted  in  saving  another  exhausted  swim¬ 
mer  named  Ralph  Peverly. 

Feb .  21 , 1912,  rescued  three  young  men  whose 
sailboat  had  capsized  in  the  Ashley  River, 
S.  C.,  during  a  gale.  Although  night  had 
fallen,  and  the  water  was  extremely  rough, 
Breuer  put  out  in  a  small  boat  and  brought 
them  safely  ashore. 

Apr.  17,  1915,  while  engaged  in  deep-sea 
diving  off  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  salvage  of  United  States 
submarine  F-4,  rescued  a  comrade  named 
William  F.  Laughman.  While  under 
water  at  a  depth  of  250  feet  Laughman 
fouled  his  lines.  Crillery  went  down  to 
free  him,  remaining  at  his  work  nearly 
three  hours.  This  was  the  deepest  dive 
ever  made. 

Jan.  12, 1916,  shortly  after  midnight  rescued 
George  Kennedy  from  the  waters  of  the 
North  River  at  the  foot  of  Battery  Place. 
New  York  City.  Grace  swam  out  75  feet 
from  the  bulkhead  and  brought  Kennedy 
to  a  canal  boat,  into  which  both  were 
assisted. 

Jan.  17,  1915,  rescued  Francis  Clarke,  and 
Dec.  27,  1915,  rescued  August  Nelson. 
Both  persons  were  taken  from  the  waters 
of  the  East  River,  New  York  City,  and  in 
the  night  time.  Each  had  fallen  on  a  pier. 
In  eacn  instance  Anderson  swam  out  and 
brought  his  man  back  to  the  pier. 

Aug.  10, 1915,  rescued  Miss  Elizabeth  Lahey 
from  drowning  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at 
Belle  Harbor,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  Miss 
Lahey  was  overcome  by  exhaustion  while 
bathing.  Her  rescuer  swam  out  and 
brought  her  ashore  against  a  strong  under¬ 
tow. 


Date  of 
award. 


1915. 
Nov.  18 


Do. 


Nov.  24 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Dec.  8. 


1916. 
Jan.  11. 


Feb.  9. 


Feb.  17. 


Apr.  7. 


Do. 


Apr.  8. 
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Awards  of  medals — Continued. 


Medallist. 


Residence,  etc. 


Service  rendered. 


Harry  Krebs 


Daniel  L.  McCarthy _ 


Geo.  A.  Reed 


Theodore  H.  Hoffman.. 


Joseph  A.  Burns 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y 


Yeoman,  first  class. 
United  States  Navy. 


Patrolman,  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Park  Commis¬ 
sion,  Boston,  Mass. 


Life-Saving  Service, 
City  of  New  York. 


Long  Island  City,N.  Y. 


Aug.  16,  1915,  rescued  Mrs.  Katherine 
Dunbar,  who,  while  hysterical,  had 
fallen  from  a  barge  moored  at  Pier  1, 
East  River,  New  York  City.  Krebs, 
fully  dressed,  plunged  in  between  vessel 
and  dock,  and  swam  with  the  woman  to 
open  water,  when  a  line  was  thrown  to 
him.  The  rescue  was  performed  in  the 
night  time. 

Feb.  20,  1916,  rescued  Philip  Thompson 
from  drowning  in  Port  Townsend  Nar¬ 
rows,  Puget  Sound,  Wash.  Thompson 
was  thrown  into  the  water  by  the  cap¬ 
sizing  of  a  rowboat.  McCarthy  heard  his 
cries  from  the  beach,  60  yards  away, 
swam  out  to  him  through  a  swift  icv 
current,  took  him  back  to  his  boat,  placed 
him  upon  its  upturned  bottom,  and  main¬ 
tained  him  there  until  another  sailor 
came  out  in  a  skiff  and  picked  both  up. 

Apr.  20,  1915,  plunged  into  the  Charles 
River  at  Boston,  Mass.,  and  rescued 
Jeremiah  O’Connor.  Reed  was  in  the 
water  nearly  25  minutes,  and  experienced 
great  difficulty  in  saving  his  man.  After 
getting  him  ashore  he  resusciated  him  and 
took  him  to  a  hospital. 

Aug.  10,  1913,  during  a  heavy  squall, 
rescued  Miss  Katherine  Kaufer  from 
drowning  in  Long  Island  Sound.  Miss 
Kaufer  and  a  man  companion  were  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  water,  following  the  capsize 
of  their  sailboat,  by  Hoffman  aboard  the 
lauch  Dewey.  Hoffman  dived  overboard 
fully  dressed  and  assisted  her  to  his  boat 
with  great  difficulty. 

Aug.  3,  1911,  rescued  William  Scott,  who 
had  fallen  from  the  steamer  William 
McAllister  into  the  East  River,  N.  Y. 
Burns  leaped  to  the  rescue  from  the 
steamer  Patrol,  and,  although  the  tide 
swept  him  close  to  the  moving  propellers 
of  both  of  the  vessels  named,  he  supported 
Scott  until  assistance  arrived. 


Date  of 
award. 


1916. 
Apr.  8. 


Apr.  18. 


May  6. 


May  27. 


June  8. 


; 
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DISASTERS  TO  VESSELS  INVOLVING  LOSS  OF  LIFE 


As  required  by  section  9  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  18, 
1878,  all  disasters  to  vessels  occurring  within  the  scope  of  operations 
of  the  Coast  Guard  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  which 
were  attended  by  loss  of  life,  have  been  or  are  being  investigated 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  disaster  and  whether  any 
officers  or  employees  of  the  service  have  been  derelict  in  the  discharge 
of  duty.  The  results  are  given  in  the  following  table.  A  total  of  21 
casualties,  involving  20  vessels,  documented  and  undocumented,  is 
shown.  Of  the  866  persons  who  perished  in  these  cases,  823  were 
lost  when  the  excursion  steamer  Eastland  capsized  July  24,  1915,  in 
the  Chicago  River  (see  p.  6).  Six  of  the  20  vessels  were  documented. 


Date. 


1915. 

July 

24 

Aug. 

3 

3 

4 

8 

Sept. 

3 

19 

20 

Oct. 

1 

14 

Nov. 

2 

7 

1916. 

Jan. 

13 

Mar. 

3 

22 

Apr. 

5 

May 

18 

21 

30 

June 

26 

27 


Vessel. 


Steamer  Eastland . 

Motor  boat . 

Motorboat  Anytime . 

Schooner  M.  B.  V.  Chase _ 

Small  boat . 

Skiff . 1 . 

Motor  boat . 

Fish  boat . 

Motor  boat . 

Small  boat . 


Steamer  Santa  Clara. 
Skiff . 


Schooner  Charles  E.  Harwood 

Barge  Ashland . 

Boat  from  lighthouse  tender 
Manzanita. 

Schooner  Elsie  A.  Bayles _ 

Motor  boat . 

Fish  boat . 

Boy  who  fell  into  surf . 

Motorboat . 

Flatboat . 


Lives 

lost. 

Station  and  district. 

In 

scope. 

Full  duty  per¬ 
formed? 

823 

Old  Chicago  (12) . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

1 

Cedar  Creek  (5) . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

1 

Louisville  (10) . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

2 

1 

Sandy  Hook  (5) . 

Portsmouth  Harbor  (1) . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

4 

Corson  Inlet  (5) . . .' . . . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

1 

Shark  Biver  (5) . 

Yes. 

No.  Acting  keeper 
disrated. 

1 

Corson  Inlet  (5) . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

1 

Cape  Disappointment  (13) .... 

Yes. 

Yes. 

1 

Atlantic  City  (5) . 

Yes. 

No.  Keeper  and 
surfman  repri¬ 
manded. 

11 

Coos  Bay  (13) . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

1 

Galveston  (9) . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

4 

. do . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

3 

North  Scituate  (2) . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

3 

Cape  Disappointment  (13) .... 

« 

Yes. 

Yes. 

3 

New  Inlet  and  Chicamacom- 
ico  (7). 

Yes. 

Yes. 

1 

Cape  Disappointment  (13) .... 

(?) 

Not  yet  reported. 

1 

Coos  Bay  (13) . 

(?) 

Do. 

1 

Golden  Gate  (13) . 

(?) 

Do. 

1 

Cape  Disappointment  (13) .... 

(?) 

Do. 

1 

Louisville  (10) . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Note. — The  foregoing  tabulation  of  lives  lost  does  not  mean  that  in  each  of  these  several  instances  the 
lives  of  all  persons  involved  in  the  disaster  were  lost.  On  many  of  these  occasions  lives  were  saved,  and 
whenever  the  Coast  Guard  was  instrumental  in  saving  those' lives,  the  facts  are  recorded  in  a  tabular 
statement  appearing  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
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BLUE  ANCHOR  SOCIETY,  AID  FOR  THE  SHIPWRECKED, 
WOMEN’S  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


During  the  last  fiscal  year  the  supplies  of  clothing  furnished 
stations  of  the  Coast  Guard  by  the  Blue  Anchor  Society  were  drawn 
upon  in  51  instances  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  shipwrecked  and 
othei-s  involved  in  casualties  of  various  sorts.  This  work  of  looking 
after  the  comfort  of  those  whom  misfortune  places  temporarily  in 
the  care  of  the  Coast  Guard  was  undertaken  many  years  ago  to 
meet  a  most  serious  need,  since  the  Government  has  never  made 
any  provision  for  furnishing  raiment  to  the  victims  of  accident  and 
disaster  upon  the  water.  The  value  of  the  society’s  endeavors  in 
this  connection  may  be  understood  when  it  is  known  that  persons 
rescued  or  given  succor  by  the  service  crews  are  sometimes  scantily 
clad,  often  their  clothing  is  badly  torn,  and  they  are  nearly  always 
drenched  to  the  skin.  It  sometimes  happens,  also,  that  they  have 
been  subjected  to  long  hours  of  exposure  in  severe  winter  weather. 
Practicallv  all  donations  of  the  society  distributed  through  the 
agency  of  the  Coast  Guard  consist  of  wearing  apparel.  An  order 
from  any  station  of  the  service  is  promptly  honored.  Moreover,  the 
supplies  are  forwarded  to  their  destination  entirely  at  the  society’s 
expense.  Station  keepers  are  required  to  report  to  headquarters 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  are  expended.  The  following 
tabular  statement,  covering  the  fiscal  year  last  past,  is  made  up 
from  this  record: 


Date. 

Station. 

1915. 

July  3 

Southside . 

14 

Point  Adams . 

21 

Muskegon . 

Aug.  3 

North  Scituate . 

4 

Spermaceti  Cove . 

19 

Wood  End . 

27 

Gurnet . 

Sept.  6 

Golden  Gate . 

21 

Bodie  Island . 

30 

Point  Allerton . 

Oct.  2 

Cuttyhunk . 

8 

Lewes . 

9 

Point  Adams . 

18 

Arena  Cove . 

30 

Wachapreague . 

Nov.  4 

Old  Chicago . 

19 

Nahant . 

19 

Gurnet . 

19 

Cape  Lookout . 

21 

Fourth  Cliff . 

21 

Erie . 

23 

Southside . 

25 

Gloucester . 

Dec.  5 

Michigan  Citv . 

10 

Hunniwells  Beach .... 

19 

Cape  Disappointment . 

29 

Straitsmouth . 

Beneficiaries. 


A  fisherman  who  had  been  thrown  from  his  boat  in  the  surf. 

Two  members  of  crew  of  steamer  Decorah,  stranded  on  Clatsop  Spit. 
A  man  who  had  fallen  off  a  pier. 

Three  boys  from  a  power  boat  in  difficulty  near  the  station. 

Two  frightened,  wet,  and  seasick  women  from  launch  Widgeon. 

A  man  who  had  fallen  overboard  from  a  motor  boat. 

Two  members  of  yachting  party,  returning  ashore  wet  and  cold. 

A  woman  who  had  attempted  suicide  by  drowning. 

The  body  of  a  man,  found  on  the  beach.  (Wrapped  body  in  blanket 
for  burial.) 

Two  men  whose  boat  had  capsized. 

A  man  from  a  stranded  motor  boat. 

The  crew  of  the  foundered  barge  Schuylkill. 

A  man  from  a  stranded  motor  boat. 

Two  survivors  from  British  steamer  Alliance. 

Two  men  who  were  blown  out  to  sea  in  a  small  boat. 

A  man  who  had  fallen  from  a  wharf. 

Crew  of  6  from  British  schooner  H.  S.  M. 

Two  men  from  motor  boat  No.  34,  whose  engine  was  disabled  in  rough 
seas. 

Two  men  who  had  capsized  from  a  skiff. 

Three  men  rescued  from  overturned  canoe. 

Two  duck  hunters  from  launch  saved  from  destruction  against  break¬ 
water. 

A  fisherman  drenched  while  landing  through  surf. 

Three  members  of  crew  of  schooner  Mineola  disabled  in  gale. 

An  intoxicated  man  who  had  fallen  into  the  water. 

Seven  persons  (4  of  whom  were  women  and  children)  rescued  from 
sloop  Flora  D.  Thompson. 

Three  men  rescued  from  disabled  launch. 

Crew  of  five  from  British  schooner  Mayflower. 
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Date. 


Station. 


Beneficiaries. 


1916. 


Jan.  9 

Portsmouth . 

Feb.  11 

Seabright . 

12 

South  Brigantine . 

13 

Metomkin  Inlet . 

14 

Hog  Island . 

23 

Southside . 

25 

Assateague  Beach . 

Mar.  4 

North  Scituate . 

9 

Rye  Beach . 

Apr.  17 

Brant  Rock . 

26 

Cleveland . 

May  8 

Isles  of  Shoals . 

9 

Cleveland . 

15 

Frankfort . 

17 

Nahant . 

25 

Coskata . 

28 

Manomet  Point . 

29 

Cape  Disappointment. 

Juno  .3 

Erie . 

14 

Sandy  Hook . 

17 

Jackson  Park . 

18 

. do . 

19 

Sullivans  Island . 

30 

Oak  Island . 

A  man,  exhausted,  wet,  and  cold,  picked  up  in  a  boat  offshore. 

Five  men  of  crew  of  burned  schooner  John  Bossert. 

Two  fishermen  lost  in  fog. 

Six  men  from  wreck  of  schooner  Abbie  H.  Gheen. 

Crew  of  6  from  wreck  of  schooner  N.  H.  Burrows. 

A  demented  woman  who  had  tried  to  commit  suicide  in  the  surf. 
Several  members  of  crew  of  wrecked  British  steamer  Trecarrell. 

Five  men  from  wrecked  barge  Ashland. 

A  man  found  by  the  patrol  unconscious  in  the  snow. 

Three  men,  wet  and  exhausted,  who  had  been  at  sea  for  a  day  in  a 
rowboat. 

A  man  who  had  fallen  off  a  dock  in  the  night. 

Three  men  who  had  lost  their  way  in  a  boat  and  sought  the  station 
for  succor. 

Two  men  rescued  following  the  capsizing  of  their  canoe. 

Three  men  from  a  launch  picked  up  in  Lake  Michigan. 

Crew  of  6  from  wrecked  schooner  Lucia  Porter. 

Three  men  from  stranded  launch  Outing. 

A  man  who  had  fallen  overboard  from  his  boat. 

Two  fishermen  whose  boat  had  capsized. 

Man  who  had  fallen  overboard  from  a  launch. 

Occupant  of  small  boat  that  stranded  in  fog. 

Two  men  whose  canoe  had  capsized. 

Boy  who  had  fallen  off  a  pier. 

Four  men  whose  boat  had  been  saved  from  the  breakers. 

Sailing  party  of  5  caught  in  squall. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  ON  LIFE-SAVING  APPLIANCES. 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL. 

Board  on  Life-Saying  Appliances, 

Boston,  Mass.,  September  22,  1915. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  on  Life-Saving  Appliances  at  its  meeting 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  September  17  to  22,  1915,  together  with  the  papers 
referred  to  it  for  consideration. 

Respectfully, 

S.  I.  Kimball, 

President  Board  on  Life-Saving  Appliances. 


I.— PREAMBLE. 

The  Board  on  Life-Saving  Appliances,  constituted  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  by  department  letter  of  January  3,  1882,  met  at  Boston,  Mass.,  in  the 
post-office  building,  room  132,  at  10.30  o’clock  a.  m.,  September  17,  1915,  for  the 
transaction  of  such  business  as  should  be  properly  brought  before  it. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  O.  H.  Tittmann,  as  president  of  the  board,  was  accepted  by 
department  letter  of  March  16,  1915,  and  Gen.  Supt.  S.  I.  Kimball,  United  States 
Coast  Guard,  was  designated  president  of  the  board  by  department  letter  of  May  24, 
1915. 

District  Supts.  J.  G.  Kiah  and  S.  H.  Harding  having  been  retired  from  active  duty 
in  the  Coast  Guard,  Dr.  S.  W.  Stratton,  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce,  and  Constructor  J.  Q.  Walton,  United  States  Coast  Guard,  were 
designated  members  of  the  board  by  department  letters  dated  May  24,  1915,  vice 
Supts.  Kiah  and  Harding. 

Present:  Gen.  Supt.  S.  I.  Kimball,  United  States  Coast  Guard,  president;  Dr. 
S.  W.  Stratton,  director  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce; 
Col.  D.  A.  Lyle,  United  States  Army,  retired;  Capt.  K.  W.  Perry,  United  States 
Coast  Guard;  District  Supt.  E.  E.  Chapman,  United  States  Coast  Guard;  Constructor 
J.  Q.  Walton,  United  States  Coast  Guard;  District  Supt.  George  W.  Bowley,  United 
States  Coast  Guard,  recorder. 


II.— DOCKET. 

Class  I. — Wreck  ordnance. 

1.  Improved  breech-loading  life-line  gun  (Francis  G.  Hall). 

2.  Improvement  in  line-throwing  gun  (C.  H.  McLellan). 

3.  Experiments  to  improve  line-throwing  gun  (Standing  Committee  on  Wreck 

Ordnance). 

4.  Line-throwing  projectile  (John  Buckley). 

Class  II. — Boats  and  miscellaneous  appliances. 

1.  Power  lifeboat  carriage  (Andre  Fourchy). 

2.  Surf  boat  carriage  (Andre  Fourchy). 

3.  Launching  cradle  (C.  H.  McLellan). 

4.  Universal  Ilanasilk  life  preserver  (Robinson-Roders  Co.). 
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5.  Universal  Uanasilk  safety  pillow  and  mattress  (Robinson-Roders  Co.). 

6.  Neversink  swimming  belt  (American  Life  Saving  Garment  Co.). 

7.  Patent  life  jacket  (Alexander  Moore). 

8.  Adlake  patrol  lantern  (Adams  &  Westlake  Co.). 

9.  Armspear  Best  Yet  steel  guard  lantern  (Armspear  Manufacturing  Co.). 

10.  Patrol  lanterns  (Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns). 

11.  Milburn  carbide  patrol  lantern  (The  Alexander  Milburn  Co.). 

12.  Draeger  Pulmotor  (Draeger  Oxygen  Apparatus  Co.). 

13.  Salvator  reviving  apparatus  (H.  N.  Elmer). 

14.  First-aid  oxygen  apparatus  (H.  N.  Elmer). 

15.  Portable  oxygen  generator  and  inhaler  (H.  N.  Elmer). 

16.  Lungmotor  (Life  Saving  Devices  Co.). 

17.  Boxing-in  wheels  of  boat  wagons  and  beach  apparatus  carts. 

18.  Wood-preserving  processes  (American  Wood  Encysting  Co.). 

* 

III.— COMMITTEES. 

1.  Committees  Appointed. 

Class  I.— Wreck  ordnance. 

1.  On  Hall’s  improved  breech-loading  life-line  gun:  Col.  D.  A.  Lyle,  Mr.  S.  W. 

Stratton,  District  Supt.  E.  E.  Chapman. 

2.  On  McLellan’s  improvement  in  line-throwing  gun:  The  full  board. 

3.  On  experiments  to  improve  line-throwing  gun:  Col.  D.  A.  Lyle,  Mr.  S.  W.  Stratton, 

District  Supt.  E.  E.  Chapman,  District  Supt.  George  W.  Bowley. 

4.  On  Buckley’s  line-throwing  projectile:  Col.  D.  A.  Lyle,  District  Supt.  E.  E. 

Chapman,  District  Supt.  Geoorge  W.  Bowley. 

Class  II. — Boats  and  miscellaneous  appliances. 

1.  On  Fourchy’s  power  lifeboat  carriage:  Constructor  J.  Q.  Walton,  Capt.  K.  W- 

Perry,  District  Supt.  George  W.  Bowley. 

2.  On  Fourchy’s  surfboat  carriage:  Constructor  J.  Q.  Walton,  Capt.  K.  W.  Perry, 

District  Supt.  George  W.  Bowley. 

3.  On  McLellan’s  launching  cradle:  Constructor  J.  Q.  Walton,  Capt.  K.  W.  Perry, 

District  Supt.  George  W.  Bowley. 

4.  On  Universal  Ilanasilk  life  preserver:  The  full  board. 

5.  On  Universal  Ilanasilk  safety  pillow  and  mattress:  The  full  board. 

6.  On  Neversink  swimming  belt:  District  Supt.  E.  E.  Chapman,  Col.  D.  A.  Lyle, 

District  Supt.  George  W.  Bowley. 

7.  On  Moore’s  patent  life  jacket:  District  Supt.  George  W.  Bowley,  District  Supt. 

E.  E.  Chapman,  Mr.  S.  W.  Stratton. 

8.  On  Adlake  patrol  lantern:  The  full  board. 

9.  On  Armspear  Best  Yet  steel  guard  lantern:  The  full  board. 

10.  On  patrol  lanterns  (Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns):  Mr.  S.  W.  Stratton,  Con¬ 

structor  J.  Q.  Walton,  District  Supt.  George  W.  Bowley. 

11.  On  Milburn  carbide  patrol  lantern:  Mr.  S.  W.  Stratton,  District  Supt.  George  W. 

Bowley,  District  Supt.  E.  E.  Chapman. 

12.  On  Draeger  Pulmotor:  The  full  board. 

13.  On  Salvator  reviving  apparatus:  The  full  board. 

14.  On  first-aid  oxygen  apparatus:  The  full  board. 

15.  On  portable  oxygen  generator  and  inhaler:  The  full  board. 

16.  On  lungmotor:  The  full  board. 

17.  On  boxing-in  wheels  of  boat  wagons  and  beach  apparatus  carts:  Capt.  K.  W. 

Perry,  District  Supt.  E.  E.  Chapman,  District  Supt.  George  W.  Bowley. 

18.  On  wood-preserving  processes:  The  full  board. 

2.  Committees  Reported. 

Class  I. — Wreck  ordnance. 

1.  On  Hall’s  improved  breech-loading  life-line  gun. 

2.  On  McLellan’s  improvement  in  line-throwing  gun. 

3.  On  experiments  to  improve  line-throwing  gun. 

4.  On  Buckley’s  line-throwing  projectile. 
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Class  II. — Boats  and  miscellaneous  appliances. 

1.  On-Fourchy’s  power  lifeboat  carriage. 

2.  On  Fourchy’s  surf  boat  carriage. 

3.  On  McLellan’s  launching  cradle. 

4.  On  Universal  Uanasilk  life  preserver. 

5.  On  Universal  Uanasilk  safety  pillow  and  mattress. 

6.  On  Neversink  swimming  belt. 

7.  On  Moore’s  patent  life  jacket. 

8.  On  Adlake  patrol  lantern. 

9.  On  Armspear  Best  Yet  steel  guard  lantern. 

10.  On  patrol  lanterns  (Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns). 

11.  On  Milburn  carbide  patrol  lantern. 

12.  On  Draeger  Pulmotor. 

13.  On  Salvator  reviving  apparatus. 

14.  On  first-aid  oxygen  apparatus. 

15.  On  portable  oxygen  generator  and  inhaler. 

16.  Onlungmotor. 

17.  On  boxing-in  wheels  of  boat  wagons  and  beach  apparatus  carts. 

18.  On  wood-preserving  processes. 

IV.— PRESENCE  OF  EXHIBITORS. 

Inventors  and  exhibitors  were  allowed  to  appear  before  the  board  to  explain  the 
construction  of  their  devices  and  to  set  forth  the  merits  claimed  for  them. 

V.— TESTS. 


No  tests  were  made  by  the  board. 

VI.— RESULTS,  OPINIONS,  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Class  I. — Wreck  ordnance. 

l.  hall’s  improved  breech-loading  life-line  gun. 

Results. — This  subject  was  continued  to  enable  the  inventor  to  furnish  more  defi¬ 
nite  data  or  to  submit  a  sample  gun  for  test.  This  action  was  communicated  to  the 
inventor  January  23,  1915,  since  which  date  nothing  has  been  heard  from  him.  The 
subject  is,  therefore,  dropped  from  the  docket. 

2.  IMPROVEMENT  IN  LINE-THROWING  GUN  (c.  H.  M’LELLAN). 

Results. — Due  to  administrative  changes  caused  by  the  enactment  of  the  law  creat¬ 
ing  the  Coast  Guard  it  proved  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the 
board  on  this  subject  made  at  its  last  meeting. 

Recommendation. — Therefore,  the  board  recommends  that  the  subject  be  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Wreck  Ordnance  for  consideration  with  “Experiments 
to  improve  line-throwing  gun.” 

3.  EXPERIMENTS  TO  IMPROVE  LINE-THROWING  GUN  (STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  WRECK 

ORDNANCE). 

Results. — Owing  to  the  enactment  of  a  law  creating  the  Coast  Guard,  and  to  the 
changes  necessitated  thereby,  it  was  not  found  practicable  to  carry  out  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  board  made  at  its  last  meeting.  The  board  invites  attention  to 
its  report  of  last  year  for  further  consideration  by  the  department.  The  subjects  of 
inspection,  specifications  for  manufacture,  and  construction  should  be  given  atten¬ 
tion  in  this  connection.  . , 

The  conditions  of  service  demand  that  the  simplicity  of  the  apparatus  should  be 
such  as  not  to  impair  the  ease  and  efficiency  of  manipulation  or  the  facility  of  trans¬ 
portation. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Wreck  Ordnance  should  give  attention  to  the  whole 
subject  looking  to  the  extension  of  the  range  of  shot  line  and  to  any  other  improve¬ 
ments  or  changes  necessary  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  ordnance  for  use  at  the 
stations. 

Recommendation. — The  board  respectfully  recommends  that  the  captain  command¬ 
ant  take  such  action  as  is  deemed  advisable  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
board  whenever  funds  are  available  for  such  purpose. 
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4.  buckley’s  line-throwing  projectile  (john  buckley). 

Results. — This  subject  was  continued  on  the  docket  in  order  to  afford  the  inventor 
an  opportunity  to  present  his  apparatus  for  test  if  he  desired.  The  inventor  was 
notified  of  this  meeting,  but  no  reply  has  been  received,  nor  has  any  projectile  or 
gun  been  submitted  for  test.  Therefore  the  subject  is  dropped  from  the  docket. 

Class  II. — Boats  and  miscellaneous  appliances. 

l.  fourchy’s  power  lifeboat  carriage. — 2.  fourchy’s  surfboat  carriage. — 

3.  m’lellan’s  launching  cradle. 

_  « 

Results. — These  subjects  are  so  closely  related  in  construction  and  operation  that 
all  of  them  are  covered  in  one  report. 

The  recommendations  made  by  the  board  at  its  last  meeting  with  respect  to  these 
devices  and  the  drawings,  etc.,  submitted  to  the  board,  have  been  considered,  and 
the  following  recommendation  is  now  made. 

Recommendation. — It  is  recommended  that  the  correspondence,  specifications, 
blue  prints,  etc.,  relating  to  these  devices  be  referred  to  the  special  committee  desig¬ 
nated  to  consider  the  general  subject  of  caring  for  lifeboats  and  surfboats,  for  careful 
study  with  the  view  of  perfecting  suitable  designs  of  carriages,  launching  ways,  and 
boat-hoisting  devices  to  suit  the  different  types  of  boats  in  use,  consideration  being 
given  to  the  conditions  at  various  stations.  After  satisfactory  designs  and  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  worked  out  by  this  committee,  it  will  prepare  complete  drawings 
and  specifications  showing  all  parts  complete  and  in  detail  and  submit  this  informa¬ 
tion  for  consideration  by  the  board  at  its  next  meeting. 

4.  UNIVERSAL  ILANASILK  LIFE  PRESERVER. 

Results. — In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  made  by  the  board  at  its  last 
meeting  a  supply  of  these  life  preservers  was  purchased  and  sent  to  several  stations 
for  trial.  The  reports  of  tests  made  by  the  keepers  do  not  indicate  a  preference  for 
this  belt  and  show  that  this  type  of  life  preserver  is  not  suitable  for  use  at  the  stations. 
A  modified  type  of  this  belt  was  presented  at  this  meeting.  For  station  work  the 
increased  protuberance  in  the  front  section  of  this  latter  type  would  seriously  interfere 
with  rowing — the  wearer  could  not  take  a  full  stroke. 

The  board  is  not  disposed  to  recommend  the  exclusive  use  of  kapok  life  belts,  nor 
does  it  recommend  the  further  purchase  of  them  for  the  use  of  the  Coast  Guard  sta¬ 
tions,  unless  the  belts  be  manufactured  under  specifications  approved  by  the  depart¬ 
ment. 

5.  UNIVERSAL  ILANASILK  SAFETY  PILLOW  AND  SAFETY  MATTRESS. 

Results. — The  safety  pillow  is  made  of  7-ounce  A.  C.  A.  ticking  filled  “with  guaran¬ 
teed  Ilanasilk  (manufactured  from  prime  Java  kapok).”  When  folded  it  is  24  inches 
long  by  16  inches  wide;  total  weight,  about  38  ounces.  Price  to  the  Government, 
$2.30  each  in  quantities  of  20  or  more;  $2.50  for  less  than  20.  It  is  designed  to  be 
used  for  sleeping  purposes,  or  as  a  second  pillow  with  the  usual  feather  pillow.  The 
two  parts  are  connected  with  straps.  The  pillow  can  be  passed  over  the  head,  the 
halves  falling  one  in  front  and  one  on  the  back  of  the  wearer  to  form  a  life  preserver. 

The  safety  mattress  is  made  of  the  same  material  and  of  size  to  fit  the  bunk  or  ham¬ 
mock.  A  one-eighth-inch  galvanized  flexible  wire  frame  is  secured  to  the  lower 
edges  of  the  mattress  and  has  snap  hooks  at  each  corner.  By  these  snap  hooks  and 
the  frame  two  mattresses  can  be  joined  to  form  a  small  raft  to  be  thrown  overboard. 
To  form  a  large  raft  several  mattresses  may  be  joined  together.  The  object  is  to 
support  one  or  more  persons  until  a  rescue  can  be  effected. 

Salt  air  and  moisture  may  cause  the  wire  frame  to  rust  and  eventually  destroy  the 
bottom  of  the  mattress.  A  flexible  frame  of  tinned  copper  wire  would  obviate  this 
defect. 

The  cost  of  the  mattress  is  “about  75  cents  per  square  foot.” 

Opinion. — The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  safety  pillow  and  mattress  would 
prove  of  value  upon  the  vessels  of  the  Coast  Guard  as  an  auxiliary  and  an  additional 
means  of  safeguarding  life  and  to  reinforce  the  devices  already  in  service  for  that 
purpose. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COAST  GUARD. 


293 


6.  NEVERSINK  SWIMMING  BELT  (AMERICAN  LIFE-SAVING  GARMENT  CO.b 

Results. — This  belt  was  before  the  board  at  its  last  meeting  and  was  carried  over  as 
unfinished  business. 

Opinion. — The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  belt  possesses  no  advantage  over  the 
types  of  kapok  life  belts  now  in  use  in  the  Coast  Guard,  and  the  subject  is,  therefore, 
chopped  from  the  docket. 


7.  MOORE’s  PATENT  LIFE  JACKET. 

Results. — This  jacket  was  presented  by  Alexander  Moore  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
board  by  drawings  and  specifications,  and  it  was  recommended  that  Mr.  Moore  be 
requested  to  furnish  a  sample  belt.  This  belt  has  been  received  and  examined. 

Opinion. — The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  life  jacket  is  not  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  the  Coast  Guard. 

8.  ADLAKE  PATROL  LANTERN. 

Results. — Consideration  was  given  this  subject  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  board,  and 
in  view  of  the  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  subject  of  patrol  lanterns,  recommendation  is  made  as  follows: 

Recommendation. — It  is  recommended  that  the  Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns 
be  directed  to  include  the  Adlake  patrol  lantern  in  its  investigation  of  patrol  lanterns. 

9.  ARMSPEAR  BEST  YET  STEEL  GUARD  LANTERN. 

Results. — This  subject  received  consideration  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  board.  In 
view  of  the  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns  with  reference 
to  the  subject  of  patrol  lanterns,  the  following  recommendation  is  made. 

Recommendation. — It  is  recommended  that  the  Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns  be 
directed  to  include  the  Armspear  Best  Yet  steel  guard  lantern  in  its  investigation  of 
patrol  lanterns. 

10.  PATROL  LANTERNS  (STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  LANTERNS). 

Results. — This  subject  has  been  considered  with  reference  to  the  report  of  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns,  and  recommendation  is  made  as  follows: 

Recommendation. — It  is  recommended  that  the  Captain  Commandant  of  the  Coast 
Guard  request  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  to  cooperate  with 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns  in  the  preparation  of  specifications  for  and  tests 
of  patrol  lanterns.  A  report  of  the  results  and  conclusions  of  the  standing  committee 
in  this  connection  will  be  made  to  the  board  through  the  captain  commandant. 

11.  MILBURN  CARBIDE  PATROL  LANTERN. 

Results. — This  lantern  was  carried  on  the  docket  from  the  last  meeting  of  the  board, 
and  in  view  of  the  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns  with 
reference  to  the  subject  of  patrol  lanterns,  the  board  makes  the  following  recommen¬ 
dation  : 

Recommendation. — It  is  recommended  that  the  Standing  Committee  on  Lanterns  be 
directed  to  include  the  Milbum  carbide  lantern  and  such  other  acetylene  lanterns  as 
may  be  presented,  in  their  investigation  of  patrol  lanterns  to  be  made  in  cooperation 
with  the  Bureau  of  Standards. 

12.  DRAEGER  PULMOTOR  (DRAEGER  OXYGEN  APPARATUS  CO.). — 13.  SALVATOR  REVIV¬ 
ING  APPARATUS,  ETC.  (H.  N.  ELMER).— 14.  FIRST-AID  OXYGEN  OUTFIT  (ll.  N.  ELMER). - 

15.  PORTABLE  OXYGEN  OUTFIT  (H.  N.  ELMER). — 16.  LUNGMOTOR  (LIFE  SAVING  DE¬ 
VICES  CO.). 

Results. — These  subjects  were  continued  on  the  docket  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
board  and  further  consideration  has  been  given  them  at  this  meeting. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  it  has  not  been  satisfactorily  shown  that  resuscitating  devices 
offer  any  advantages  over  the  manual  methods  of  resuscitation  now  employed  in  the 
service  for  the  resuscitation  of  the  apparently  drowned,  in  which  the  members  of  the 
station  crews  are  well  trained  and  practiced, .  the  board  does  not  feel  justified  at  this 
time  in  recommending  any  mechanical  device  for  this  purpose  for  use  at  the  Coast 
Guard  stations. 
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With  respect  to  devices  designed  for  the  administration  of  oxygen  to  supplement 
manual  and  mechanical  methods  of  resuscitation  of  the  apparently  drowned,  the  board 
is  not  prepared  to  state  that  oxygen,  when  applied  in  this  connection,  offers  any 
decided  benefits  over  ordinary  air. 

When  testimony  of  the  superiority  of  any  device  over  the  manual  methods  employed 
in  the  service  for  the  resuscitation  of  the  apparently  drowned  is  received  from  authori¬ 
tative  sources,  the  subject  will  receive  further  consideration. 

17.  BOXING-IN  WHEELS  OF  BOAT  WAGONS  AND  BEACH  APPARATUS  CARTS. 

Results. — This  subject  was  presented  to  the  board  at  its  last  meeting,  to  the  report 
of  which  reference  is  made. 

As  no  tests  have  been  made,  the  subject  is  dropped  from  the  docket. 

18.  WOOD-PRESERVING  PROCESSES  (AMERICAN  WOOD  ENCYSTING  CO.). 

Results. — The  board  does  not  possess  sufficient  evidence  of  the  merits  claimed  for 
these  processes  to  justify  an  expression  of  opinion  concerning  their  efficacy.  It  is 
understood  that  the  processes  have  been  employed  by  another  branch  of  the  public 
service.  Inquiries  will  be  made  by  a  committee  of  the  board  and  when  the  results  of 
its  investigations  are  known  the  subject  will  receive  further  consideration. 

VII.— UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Class  I. — Wreck  ordnance. 

1.  McLellan’s  improvement  in  line-throwing  gun. 

2.  Experiments  to  improve  line-throwing  gun  (Standing  Committee). 

Class  II. — Boats  and  miscellaneous  appliances. 

1.  Adlake  patrol  lantern. 

2.  Armspear  Best  Yet  steel  guard  lantern. 

3.  Patrol  lanterns  (Standing  Committee). 

4.  Milburn  carbide  patrol  lantern. 

5.  Wood-preserving  processes. 
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